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NEWS SUMMARY 


AN AMERICAN NEW TOWN to house 70,000 people is to be 
built in three years. p. 1038 


THE REPRESENTATION OF SALARIED ARCHITECTS by 
a trade union has been discussed at a meeting arranged by the 
Association of Building Technicians. p. 1041 


THE MINISTER OF HEALTH has announced the setting up of 
a special study group of architects, doctors and engineers 
to give guidance on the design of new hospitals. p. 1042 


THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION is to hold a special conference 
on *“* Land Use” prior to its annual meeting. p. 1042 


THE FEDERATION OF BRITISH INDUSTRIES has stated 
its attitude to ** restrictive business practices.” p. 1043 


THE PRESIDENT, NFBTE, has pledged the support of his 
Federation to the Government in their programme of slum 
clearance and rehabilitation of old houses. p. 1043 


THE PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF TRADE has made a 
further general reference to the Monopolies Commission 
covering common prices and level tendering. p. 1044 








ADMINISTRATIVE TRIBUNALS 


- WELCOME feature of the Queen’s Speech at the open- 
ing of the new Parliament was the announcement that 

‘an inquiry will be held to consider practice and procedure 
in relation to administrative tribunals and quasi-judicial 
inquiries including those concerning land.” The inquiry is 
almost certain to touch upon a number of matters of con- 
cern to the building industry. The specific reference to land 
in the announcement is a clear indication that a good deal 
of attention will be given to the procedure for the compul- 
sory acquisition of land over which public opinion has 
been much incensed as a result of the Crichel Down affair. 
It may be expected too that attention will be given to the 
very similar subject of town planning inquiries. 

Concern over the growing powers of Government 
departments is of course nothing new. As long ago as 1933 
there appeared the well-known report of the Royal Com- 
mission on Ministers’ Powers, and ever since the 1947 
Planning Act came into force there has been a lively dis- 
cussion in professional circles over the procedure for com- 
pulsory purchase and planning inquiries—a discussion in 
which we have thought fit to join from time to time. Un- 
fortunately, there has been all too little in the way of 
positive action. In 1950, Lord Samuel introduced a short 
Liberties of the Subject Bill which would have given effect 
io some of the recommendations of the Committee on 
Ministers’ Powers, including those relating to public in- 
uiries. That Bill failed in face of the opposition of a 
Labour Lord Chancellor. After the change of Govern- 
nent in 1951, Lord Samuel tried again, only to be opposed 
his time by a Conservative Lord Chancellor. Unfortun- 
itely, reform in this field is not likely to be encouraged by 
he permanent Civil Service, and Ministers are only likely 


to be provoked into action when public opinion is really 
roused. The sombre fact is that public opinion generally 
has not been greatly interested in this subject. Indeed, there 
has been a tendency to deprecate insistence on the rights 
of the individual against the executive. It is interesting to 
recall that the Uthwatt Committee recommended that a 
public inquiry should not be held into compulsory purchase 
orders unless the Minister concerned thought fit. 

In our view, the importance of public inquiries in con- 
sidering planning appeals and objections to compulsory 
purchase orders can hardly be overrated. It is not merely 
a question of giving some aggrieved person an opportunity 
of “letting off steam,” as has sometimes been suggested. 
A well-conducted inquiry is a valuable means of testing 
the soundness of the case put forward by the local authority 
or other public body concerned. It is a fallacy to suppose 
that a public authority necessarily knows best: local 
authority committees often act through no fault of their 
own on partial knowledge, and their technical officers are 
not necessarily the embodiment of all wisdom. 

For these reasons we hope that the public local inquiry 
will be given an even greater importance than in the past, 
and its procedure improved. The improvement of pro- 
cedure is not really a question of appointing “ indepen- 
dent” inspectors, as is sometimes suggested, since the 
inspectors are mostly able and competent men who do their 
job well. They might, however, usefully be given clearer 
instructions as to the types of evidence which it is appro- 
priate to accept; whilst it would not be desirable to adopt 
the strict rules of evidence applicable in the courts of law, 
the putting in as evidence of letters and documents written 
by persons or bodies not represented at the inquiry is to 
be deplored because it deprives the other side of the valu- 
able right of cross-examination. For the same reason we 
deplore the practice of Ministers of consulting other 
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Government departments after the inquiry has been held. 
The views of other departments should be stated at the 
inquiry by officials who can be asked questions by the 
other side. It is sometimes said that there are “ con- 
stitutional ” objections to this, but this excuse is wearing 
somewhat thin in view of the fact that departmental officials 
do occasionally attend inquiries for the purpose of giving 
evidence—indeed, there have been occasions when their 
presence has been compelled by subpoena. We hope that 
the proposed committee of inquiry will make a strong 
recommendation on this point. 

It is to be hoped, too, that the result of the Government 
inquiry will be to compel the publication of the inspector’s 
report. As a corollary, where the Minister concerned does 
not accept the inspector’s recommendation he should be 
required to state his reasons. This will not only be a valu- 
able safeguard of the rights of the individual but it should 
be for the good of planning policy in that it should tend 
to impose a higher degree of mental discipline upon the 
officials responsible for the formulation of policy. 
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Another reform which we should like to see introduced 
relates to the pre-inquiry stage. There are many planning 
applications on which the local authority are required to 
consult with some other statutory body before giving a 
decision, the most important example being the duty of 
the local authority to consult with the Ministry of Trans- 
port on any application for development in proximity to 
a trunk road. A case occurred recently in which a local 
authority refused to disclose a communication from the 
Ministry of Transport although that document was clearly 
of the greatest importance to the applicant in deciding 
whether it was worthwhile to appeal to the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government against the refusal of 
planning consent. It should be clearly established that the 
applicant has the right, if he so wishes, to see any repcrts 
or recommendations received by the local authority from 
other bodies. 

These reforms, though not so drastic as those suggesied 
in some quarters, would go a long way to improve the pre- 
sent system and to restore public confidence. 





Notes of the Week 


FILM ARCHITECTURE 


HE house on the Pacific coast built 

by a famous film star for the protégée 
he marries in the film “ A Star is Born ” 
would have given the set designers every 
opportunity for neo-Moorish fantasy in 
the superlative, but as a welcome change, 
the picturegoer is CinemaScoped into the 
intimacy of a lavish contemporary style 
retreat. There is a good deal of push- 
button control of curtains, lighting, and 
the home ciné projector, but the general 
effect is so unusual that it is well worth 
a visit. Unfortunately, one is not shown 
the exterior, except for a glimpse of cedar 
siding and monopitch roof over the vast 
folding windows on the seaward side. The 
cameramen have secured some pretty 
effects in the twilight with transparent 
reflections in these plate glass surfaces. 
When the proud owner comments to a 
friend about one of the light fittings, one 
feels that he should have added: “I 
picked it up in Knightsbridge when I 
was in London for the Festival of 
Britain.” 

In another part of the film there is a 
dream-like sequence, representing events 
in the past, danced by Judy Garland 
before a stylised décor quite stimulating 
in its architectural simplicity. 


PRA AT THE CENTRAL 


On JuNE 16 the LCC Central School 
of Arts and Crafts held a function, 
accompanied by a representative exhibi- 
tion continuing until to-day (June 24), at 
which diplomas were awarded to 33 
students, with distinctions to 12 of them. 
The star turn was Professor A. E. 
Richardson, the early part of whose 
address was accompanied by the dragging 
of what sounded like heavy chains over- 
head. Sure enough, it was not long 
before the familiar Pepper’s ghosts 
appeared in his animadversions, some 
with King Charles’ Heads under their 
arms and accompanied by spectral 
hobby-horses, writes Basil Marriott. 

Most of us laughed politely in the 
right places, and his cracks about the 
moderns (of which I liked the one about 
the Central’s now being overlooked from 








A FILM HOUSE: Seen above are “‘stills”’ of the CinemaScope production ‘‘A 
Star is Born”? referred to in a note on this page. 
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SERVICE STATION AT READING: Our illustration is of a new Service Station at 
Oxford-road, Reading, undertaken for Shell-Mex and B.P.,Ltd. It is the first example 
of an entirely new type of station evolved by the company’s architectural section under 
Mr. D. A. Birchett, ARIBA. Messrs. Wallis Gilbert and Partners collaborated with the 


design. 


The builders were Messrs. Francis Bros., Ltd., of Reading. The station was 


recently opened by Mr. C. H. Aslin, CBE, PRIBA. 


the MacAlpine heights opposite) had any 
edge turned by his inimitable sense of 
theatre and mime: but I rather felt they 
had been brought to the wrong shop. 
Almost the last time I was in its lecture 
theatre was as a student of the Central 
some 35 years ago, when I heard Eric 
Gill lecture. I coulidn’t help wondering 
whether the PRA’s words would remain 
as firmly in the minds of to-day’s students 
as Gill’s have in my own. I doubt it: 
at that age one rightly takes things 


seriously which may iater make a 
Roman holiday — or an Academy 
banquet. 


MORE BIRTHDAY HONOURS 


ADDITIONAL to our list of recipients of 
the Queen’s Birthday honours given last 
week, is the Knighthood conferred on 
Alderman Frank S. Foster of the 
Loughton building firm of C. S. Foster 
and Sons, Ltd. We offer to him our con- 
gratulations as also to Mr. Lister P. Rees, 
ARIBA, who is appointed CBE. Mr. 
Rees, as Chief Technical Adviser WDC, 
is responsible for the assessment of the 
extent of War Damage throughout the 
United Kingdom; he has since 1950 
served as RIBA representative of the 
Parliamentary and Scientific Committee. 
The CBE is also conferred on Brigadier 
C. Kirk as a well-deserved tribute to his 
work as Chief Quantity Surveyor, RE, 
and on Mr, Norman Farmer, Director of 
S. W. Farmer and Son, Ltd., construc- 
tional engineers, for political and public 
services in Lewisham. 

Mr. C. T. Wilson, whose receipt of the 
OBE was noted last week, is head of the 
firm of Northampton builders which 
erected the terrace of houses to the win- 
ning design in the Low-cost Housing 


Competition organised in 1950 by The 
Builder and won by Mr. Lewis Womers- 
ley (now City Architect, Sheffield) and 
Mr. Geoffrey Hopkinson (now Deputy 
Architect, Bracknell New Town). 


CHURCH BUILDING 


SEVENTEEN examples of post-war 
churches are shown in a special illustrated 
section of the annual report of the 
Church Building Society, 1954, just issued 
from 7, Queen Anne’s Gate, SW1, price 








COMING EVENTS 
MONDAY, JUNE 27 
RIBA Library Group.—AGM. 66, Portland-pl., 
Wi. 6 p.m. 
TUESDAY, JUNE 28 


INSTRUMENT INDUSTRIES EXHIBITION.— 


Earls Court, SWS. Con- 


BRITISH 
Opening of the exhibition. 
tinuing until July 9. 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 29 


ITALIAN INSTITUTE.—Opening of exhibition of 
examples of Italian industrial design. 39, Belgrave- 


sq., SWI. Continuing open until July 30. 
ARCHITECTURAL ASSOCIATION.—Musical evening 
by AA Music Society. 34, Bedford-sq., WCl. 8 p.m. 


CANTERBURY COLLEGE OF ART.—Annual prize-giving 
and exhibition of students’ work. College of Art, 
St. Peters-st., Canterbury. 3 p.m. _ Exhibition will 
remain open until July 8. (10 a.m.-6 p.m., Saturday 


excepted.) 

BRITISH INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT.—** The 
Scientific Method and Human Relations,’’ by Mr 
C. A. Coulson, FRS. 8, Hill-st., Wl. 7 p.m. 


THURSDAY, JUNE 30 
Town PLANNING INSTITUTE.—** The Finance of 
Town Planning,’ by Dr. A. H. Marchall, BSc (Econ), 
FSAA. The Livingstone Hall, Broadway, West- 
minster, SW1l. 6 p.m. 
BRIXTON SCHOOL OF BUILDING.—Prize distribution. 
Lambeth Town Hall, SW2. 7 p.m 


SATURDAY, JULY 2 
KINGSTON SCHOOL OF ART.—Exhibition of work of 
the Department of Architecture. School of Art, 
Knights Park, Kingston-on-Thames. 10 a.m.- 
12 noon. Also from July 4 to 8. 10 a.m..6 p.m. 
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3s. 6d. It is good to see this revival of 
church building after the stagnation of 
the war years. There is a real freshness 
in these designs, some _ striking a 
traditional, others a contemporary note. 

The Society continues to do excellent 
work, no less a sum than £39,270 having 
been voted in 615 grants during the five 
years 1950-54. The applications for 
aid towards church building, enlargement 
and repairs are, however, increasing, and 
the Society’s income is insufficient to 
enable the committee to help as it would 
like to do. The report gives a _ full 
account of the Society’s work and in- 
cludes notes on some of the problems met 
with, together with a list of subscribers 
and a statement of accounts. 


WALL PAINTING DISCOVERY 


THE main interest of the recent dis- 
covery of the fifteenth-sixteenth century 
wall painting at Brooke House, Hackney. 
attaches to the painting on the broad 
pier at the eastern end of the wall. This 
shows two figures facing east—one stand- 
ing and the other kneeling. 

[he figures are against a background 
of Tudor roses in a diaper setting. The 
standing figure, which is the larger of 
the two, carries the double patriarchal 
cross and the crossed keys associated 
with the Patriarch of Jerusalem (a patron 
of the Order of St. John of Jerusalem, 
who consecrated the Church of Clerken- 
well Priory, the headquarters of the 
Order in England, when he visited 
England circa 1145). The smaller figure 
wears a monkish habit. The occurrence 
of the letter W on the frieze, and again 
in two places in the diaper background, 
raises the question whether it may not 
represent William Weston, the last Grand 
Prior of England of the Order. Against 
this, however, is the fact that neither of 
the Coats of Arms on the frieze is Wes- 
ton’s, and the style of the painting may 
perhaps be rather earlier than the period 
of his Priorship from 1527-1540. 


REPAIRS TO YORK MINSTER 


THE RE-LEADING of the Chapter House 
roof of York Minster is nearing com- 
pletion after the melting down and re- 
casting of more than 40 tons of metal. 
The old lead was fitted in the eighteenth 
century, but despite its age very little 
new metal had to be added to make up 
the new sheeting. The tremendous 
weight of the lead is borne by a roof 
structure which is believed to be unique 
in that the conical-shaped roof has no 
central supporting pillar. 

The leadwork on the roof has been 
going on for three years, when weather 
has permitted; beating lead into place on 
scaffolding 120 feet high is not a job for 
a windy day. In charge has been a 
plumber, Mr. Charles Harland, who 
climbs the scaffolding daily despite being 
77 years of age. Mr. Harland has been 
described by the Minster Clerk of Works. 
Mr. Jesse Green, as one of the few men 
left in the city really skilled in the art 
of lead roofing. 

The last time workmen reached the 
top of the Chapter House was in 1908 
when a gale bent the spike and ball that 
crowns the top apron of lead. 
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CORRESPON DENCE 


ORGANISATION OF BUILDING 
To the Editor of The Builder 


SIR,—The discussion at the British 

Architects’ Conference at’ Harrogate 
on the Architect’s Responsibilities in the 
Organisation of the Building Industry 
provide the following thoughts as to 
future possible action: 


Through the Council of the RIBA 
immediate . steps should be taken to 
strengthen and extend existing machinery 
for the joint working of the building 
industry and allied professions to investi- 
gate : — 

(1) A building basic cost information 
service for the public; 

(2) A joint research council to co- 
ordinate research, process and develop- 
ment work; 

(3) A joint education council; 

(4) Establishment of information ser- 
vice for architects from the industry on 
availability of supplies; 

(5) A joint committee to investigate the 
simplification of documents, particularly 
bills of quantities relating to the actual 
materials required; 

(6) A joint committee of architects and 
house builders to investigate the mini- 
mum amount of design information and 
drawings required to produce the maxi- 
mum improvement in speculative build- 
ing house design. 

(7) Establishment of an inspection ser- 
vice, preferably within the industry but 
possibly a Government service. 

In retrospect the Conference was a useful 
starting point in closer and more practical 
relations between industry and allied pro- 
fessions, but no more than that. We got 
a valuable and much needed survey of the 
industry as the necessary background to the 
immediate work of setting up a Committee 
structure to develop full collaboration. 

No one admitted that under the present 
set-up both the industry and the professions 
are grossly over-loaded, but the fact remains. 

Sir Thomas Bennett rightly said the exist- 
ing machinery can and does work well on 
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many occasions. For this to become 
general, good architects, good builders and 
good clients with time and money would 
seem to be necessary, but if the machinery 
is all right then obviously there is some- 
thing wrong with the parties using it. We 
learned that in the industry there is a 
deficiency of good management and, it was 
pointed out, a lack of proper inspection to 
ensure quality. In the architect there is 
deficiency of management and a need for 
more intensive study of design in the fully 
balanced sense—economics ranking with 
convenience, techniques and _ aesthetics. 
Designs should be simpler and greater use 
made of large standard components manu- 
factured outside the industry. It was sug- 
gested that clients should be better informed 
particularly in regard to costs and the time 
required for good design. 


An analogy with last year’s Conference 
suggested that delegates were studying the 
human material of the structure of building 
in the sense of the client-architect- 
builder partnership, and its possibilities in 
the present social and economic climate. 
Truly the social climate is one of high pres- 
sure—the economic “ below zero,” almost a 
blizzard for building. In Arctic climates 
they build igloos of the local materials; this 
is not to suggest we should build igloos, but 
that there should be much stronger regional 


organisations inspired and supported by 
joint action at the centre. 
On learning of the existing joint 


machinery, my feelings were those of the 
boy who discovered his father’s old bicycle 
in the wood shed; the parts are there, but 
the tyres are flat and the machine is covered 
with rust and dust. The roads to-day may 
be more crowded, but the bicycle must be 
taken out and used if we are to get. any- 
where in providing a better building service. 


G. GRENFELL BAINES 
[ARIBA, AMTPI] 


12-14, Guildhall-street, Preston. 


“ APPOINTMENTS OPEN” 
To the Editor of The Builder 


~=IR,—‘‘ Please state salary required,” 

“ Salary X-Z,” “ According to qualifi- 

cations and experience,” “ Apply Box no. 
1,000,001.” 

What a stupid waste of printer’s ink to 
advertise posts in these terms! Only the 
incompetent or not-so-sure would state 
salary, etc., in reply to such an obscure 
advertisement; or maybe somebody who 
is looking for a second chance. If a salary 
range is offered, the applicant, however 
unworthy, must aim high knowing full 
well that prospective employers who ad- 
vertise in this manner will probably try to 
bargain like some vendor in an oriental 
bazaar. Box numbefs are another poten- 
tial source of abuses, from _ being 
clandestine notices and trade ring codes to 
mere compilers’ sources of information. 
In addition it is common hearsay that 
employers repeatedly advertise merely to 
keep abreast of the market, or to trace 
former employees, associates and others 
by this means. 

The discipline (or lack of it) to-day of 
staffs and labour forces surely precludes 
the use of these out-of-date methods. In 
the case of “ please state salary required ” 
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the applicant is at a greater disadvantage 
than the normal contractor tendering 
for work. The contractor at least is ten- 
dering against known factors and an 
equitable document; whereas “ please 
state salary required” leaves applicants 
open to competition by the unscrupulous 
against those with borrowed testimonials 
and those who only want a job as a stop- 
gap or for a similar short period. 


Advertisers worthy of their salt should 
be prepared to state their requirements ii 
no uncertain terms including the fui! 
conditions of employment, qualifications 
and special experience required with; 
alternatives, and their own names an 
addresses. 


Another cause of annoyance is per 
petrated by those who, even though they 
include their names and addresses, inser: 
an advertisement so sketchy in nature 
that would-be applicants are obliged tc 
write in for fuller particulars. This they 
do and enclose stamped addressed en- 
velopes, and all too often receive no 
reply. I sent for particulars of a job on 
a well-known public building last Octo- 
ber (enclosing the usual s.a.e.), with no 
reply to date, 


H. E. CAMPBELL [MICW ] 
40, St. Paul’s-road, N1. 


LINES FOR A BUILDER 
To the Editor of The Builder 


SQIR,—I send you some lines inspired 

by the papers at the recent British 
Architects’ conference, reported in your 
last issue. They are dedicated, with 
acknowledgments to Rudyard Kipling, 
to the builder of the future. 


If you can take a job and get it started 
With hardly any drawings in your hand, 
Remain overtly cheerful and light-hearted 
With Time and Progress Schedules neatly planned 


Which only seem to mock your preparations 
When suddenly, through someone else’s fault, 
There is a breakdown in the operations 
That nearly brings the contract to a halt, 


If you can handle architects officious 

Who never seem to know quite what to do, 
And satisfy those clients who’re suspicious, 
And make allowance for their doubting, too 


If you can keep your chin up when you're fated, 
In planning for the work, to see the best 
Creamed off by sub-contractors nominated 

And make yourself contented with the rest. 


If you can pay the swingeing rates of wages 

And see the working-time by tea-breaks lost, 

And not give way to paralysing rages 

When wond’ring how you’re coming out on cost. 


If you can be an expert on construction, 
Human relations, contracts, leadership, 

Can know just how to stimulate production 
And raise the quality of craftsmanship, 


If you can keep in touch with all improvements 
In management, technology, research— 

The manifold activities and movements 

That, if neglected, leave you in the lurch. 


If you can see your best work go unheeded 

And be content to know the job’s well done, 

You'll be the kind of builder who is needed 

And, which is more, a Superman, my son! 
SPERO. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


QUANTITIES AND ESTIMATING FOR BUILDING 
TECHNICIANS, BRICKWORK AND DRAINAGE. 
By John F., L. D’Esté. (London: E, & F, N. 
Spon, Ltd.) Price 9s. 6d. 

QUANTITIES AND ESTIMATING FOR BUILDING 
TECHNICIANS. PLASTERING AND PAVING. By 
John F. L. D’Esté. (London: E. & F. N. 
Spon, Ltd.) Price 9s. 6d. 


yy 
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Building in Bavaria 


By S. GORDON JOSEPH 


BAVARIA tends to be regarded by 

many of us as a large pastoral land 
of jolly peasants where large-scale indus- 
try has never reared its ugly head; and in 
which the significance of the term “build- 
ing” is confined to those sturdy chalets 
ind cottages with flower-decked bal- 
conies, which liberally dot the idyllic 
countryside. Whereas, in fact, the State 
of Bavaria has been pursuing a large 
srogramme of building since the war 
which takes in the reconstruction of 
sombed cities, the starting of entirely 
1ew projects, and repair work after 
jevastation by floods. 

Though it is true that Bavaria is one 
of Germany’s predominantly agricultural 
states, there is nevertheless an important 
degree of urbanisation by no means a 
product of the nineteenth and twentieth 
centuries alone. The very mention of 
the names of its major cities is a recital 


_of the main centres of the world’s medie- 


val population, of its commerce and 
industry in those days: Augsburg, 
Nuremberg, Regensburg, Munich and, to 
a lesser degree, Wiirzburg, Bamberg and 
Pasau. To-day, indeed, Munich is the 
second largest city in the Federal Repub- 
lic of West Germany with a total 
conurbation population of close on 
1,000,000; while the Nuremberg complex 
ranks among the first dozen West Ger- 
man cities with 500,000 inhabitants. 


SEVERE WAR DAMAGE 


What is more, Bavaria’s cities were 
among the most severely damaged in the 
country. Wiirzburg, for example, shared 
the dubious distinction with one or two 
other towns of sustaining the highest per- 
centage of destruction in Western 
Europe. The recovery programme for 
the state, under the heading “ Building ” 
alone, was enormous. And it was beset 
by additional difficulties. For, in spite of 
the urgent need for reconstruction, the 
city authorities were confronted with the 
problem of style. Many architects were 
demanding that, tragic as the destruction 
of fine historic buildings was, there 
should be no attempt to rebuild in the 
former medieval or baroque vein. But 
influential citizens, proud of their town’s 
architectural heritage, would not hear of 
proposals to erect public buildings, offices 
and shops to modern designs. 

They were not always simply opposed 
to modernity for its own sake, but some- 
times because they felt that the placing 
of twentieth-century styles here and there 
among surviving historic groups would 
create a clashing disharmony or, at best, 
a townscape that was neither one thing 
nor the other. It was pointed out that a 
number of Bavarian cities, whose urban 
scenes they so much cherished, were 
already before the war a mixture of 
styles: Gothic, Renaissance, Baroque. 
The only legitimate objection should be, 
not to modern designs as such, but to 
bad modern designs. Another body of 
opinion aimed at a compromise. While 
sympathising with the architects’ desire 
for expression in new forms, it main- 


tained that an uncompromisingly modern 
building was out of the question in those 
districts or streets of a city whose historic 
building groups had remained largely 
intact. Their only solution lay in a 
search for a design which might combine 
the features of the old with a suggestion 
of the new. 


A RECENT VISIT 


A recent journey through Bavaria 
showed me that where compromise has 
been attempted it has been achieved 
with varying degrees of success in differ- 
ent districts. The reconstruction work in 
Nuremberg, for example, is impressive. 
This great city of the Middle Ages faced 
one of its hardest tasks, both as regards 
the sheer volume of physical reconstruc- 
tion and the problem of style. 

Before the war, Nuremberg was one of 
the finest examples in Europe of the per 
fectly preserved historic city. For, 
though it had developed into an import- 
ant industrial town since the nineteenth 
century, this development had taken 
place outside the ancient walls, leaving 
the inner city much as it appeared in the 
sixteenth-seventeenth centuries. But 
though the air raids of January and Feb- 
ruary, 1945, destroyed large sections of 
Old Nuremberg, much of the massive 
walls and towers and a number of the 
world-famed monuments and _ historic 
corners were spared. 

To have created a new town-centre 
according to modern planning principles 
would have necessitated the demolition 
of a large number of surviving buildings: 
a solution which, both from the financial 
and the aesthetic point of view, was un- 
thinkable to the citizens. So it was 
decided to retain the existing ground plan 
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with its narrow, winding streets, to 
restore faithfully the medieval monu- 


ments such as the St. Lorenz Church and 
the house of the great artist, Albrecht 
Diirer, and to rebuild other houses, shops 
and inns in a style congruous with the 
neighbouring survivals. 

Part of the city’s success in this latter 
project has been due in no small measure 
to the actual local building material. This 
is a red sandstone which was used from 
the early days of Nuremberg’s founda- 
tion and thus gives an immediate sense 
of unity to the whole city scene, almost 
irrespective of style. In an uncritical 
glance, it is thus quite possible to believe 
that a new set of buildings is in fact com- 
posed of historical structures. Along the 
main street K6nigstrasse, for example, 
one could be forgiven for thinking that 
the present scene had been part of the 
city for ages; whereas it was absolutelv 
obliterated 10 years ago. 


OPPOSITION RAISED 


Though some of the citizens were op- 
posed, on principle, to the erection of a 
popular German multiple store in this 
street, they could not justifiably object on 
aesthetic grounds; for the modern lines of 
the store do not strike the slightest jar- 
ring note. In fact, some of the most 
pleasing new townscapes exist in those 
cases where no attempt has been made 
at a compromise between historic and 
contemporary styles: the Bavarian State 
Bank, for example, a stone’s throw from 
St. Lorenz Church and overlooked by the 
medieval Castle, or the skyscraper block 
just outside the city walls which peeps 
over the sturdy shoulders of the Spittler- 
tor Gate tower. 

The first railway in the whole of 
Germany started from Nuremberg in 
1835. The city realises that she owed 
her reprieve from becoming a medieval 
museum piece to the industrial pros- 
perity consequent upon the advent of that 
railway. So, to-day, she does not intend 
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Old and new houses in the town of Burghausen on the bank of the Salzach which flows 
into the Inn. 
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to lag behind in the development of new 
systems of communication. Accordingly, 
the rooftop of Nuremberg’s new super 
garage is to be used as a helicopter land- 
ing ground for the city-to-airport service. 
The increasing needs of North Bavaria 
called for something larger and more 
up to date than the airport near Fiirth, so 
a new one was begun last year in the 
Krafthof district. 


COMMUNICATIONS 


As far as communications are con- 
cerned, Bavaria is relatively well served. 
The state has two major airports-—at 
Munich in addition to that of Nuremberg 
—and a significant portion of the national 
autobahn system. The autobahn links 
Bavaria from north to south, through 
Bayreuth, Nuremberg and Munich with 
the east-west route through Ulm, Augs- 
burg, Munich and Salzburg: Munich is 
the focus of the state’s road network and 
autobahn system and is in every sense 
the traffic centre as well as the state 
capital. It is to this aspect—that of com- 
munications — that I must confine an 
account of Munich reconstruction: for 
it is simply not possible to cover in any 
detail in this article the scope of post-war 
building in the metropolis of South 
Germany. 

The main airport of Bavaria stands a 
few kilometres outside its main city. The 
Riem airport of Munich was constructed 
between 1937-39—inaugurated during the 
first days of the war and _ practically 
obliterated during the last days. The US 
Air Force made some essential repairs: 
they erected 100 wooden huts and 
covered the bomb-scarred field and run- 
way with steel plates. They used it until 
May, 1948, when they handed it back to 
the city authorities, who immediately 
undertook steps for new construction and 
permanent repair — first of all the des- 
patch hall and, in the spring of 1949, the 
construction of a concrete runway (1,907 
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The new Riem airport outside Munich. 


metres long and 60 metres wide) which 
was completed after four months. 

In 1950 a new passenger despatch hall 
was built according to the latest experi- 
ences in the business of international air 
traffic, and in the following year the re- 
ception hall was added, besides a large 
balcony for visitors around the terminal 
building. Owing to the rapidity of com- 
pletion and to the city’s central position 
on air routes from Scandinavia to Italy 
and from London and New York to the 
Far East, the development of air traffic 
had already reached pre-war dimensions 
in Munich by 1950. 


MUNICH STATION 


The capital city of Bavaria is also an 
important rail centre and terminus. Its 





A stretch of the autobahn through Upper Bavaria betwzen Munich and Salzburg. 


typically flamboyant main station was 
known to millions of tourists before the 
war, but the building suffered heavy 
damage. One of the first parts to be 
reconstructed was the wing called Starn- 
berg station, after it had been decided to 
build it in modern style. The central 
part of Munich station had to wait con- 
siderably longer for its restoration, partly 
owing to scarcity of funds. A com- 
petition had been organised by the 
German Federal Railways and the city 
authorities to elicit designs for the main 
facade, but, though many of the entries 
proposed interesting solutions, none was 
considered to be of sufficiently high 
standard to merit first prize. Now the 
construction has gone ahead in accord- 
ance with contemporary designs, and so 
as to cater for the great traffic require- 
ments of the city to-day. 


Munich stands on the Isar river which 
flows down from the Alps to meet the 
Danube near Deggendorf, Last summer, 
the Danube and its tributaries added an 
enormous burden to Bavaria’s recon- 
struction work. The July floods affected 
Bavaria exclusively in Germany. The 
damage amounted to 200 million marks 
(over £16 million) and about one-third 
of it was sustained by private buildings 
and public installations, particularly 
electricity supply and telephone lines. The 
German Government allocated an emer- 
gency grant of £500,000, and other sums 
were forthcoming from many regions and 
countries. Now, a long-term assistance 
programme has had to be devised in 
conjunction with the Bavarian State 
Government. 


One of the more seriously affected 
towns was Passau, standing as it does at 
the junction of no fewer than three rivers: 
the Danube, the Inn and the flast-flowing 
Iiz. Passau had escaped fairly lightly 
from war destruction, with some damage 
to its bridges and around the rail area. 
But the savagery of the three torrential 
rivers exceeded the damage of war, and 
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the bottom storeys of homes and build- 
ings in the lower part of the town were 
completely submerged. Fortunately, the 
site of Passau’s centre is a promontory 
between the Inn and Danube, so that a 
considerable part of the city remained 
above flood level. But I saw repair work 
still going on in the late autumn to the 
embankments and parts of the roads in 
the vicinity of the Danube. 

Passau lies in the division of Ost- 
bayern, or East Bavaria, and is an inland 
port-city too, shipping the output of the 
tcwn’s small industries and _ stone 
quarries and the produce of its hinterland, 
tre Bavarian Forest. But apart from 
flood repair work, one does not find much 
constructional activity in East Bavaria at 
the moment. This is largely due to the 
position of the region on the edge of the 
“western world.” A few miles to the east 
rins the Iron Curtain along the Czecho- 
s.ovak border, and this has meant an 
atmosphere of insecurity, causing a static 
cr even declining population. Here is 
cne of the few areas in West Europe 
where the demand for accommodation 
coes not, on the whole, frantically out- 
pace the available living space. In 
Regensburg, for example, I found one of 
the rare cities in Germany where they 
have too much hotel room. 


SHELVED PLANS 


The already adverse situation has been 
aggravated by the cutting off of the com- 
mercial routes of East Bavaria, whose 
modest degree of prosperity used to be 
assured by a central position on the for- 
mer transcontinental lines of communica- 
tion between Western and_ Eastern 
Europe. Before the war, there were plans 
for the extension of the autobahn system, 
so that a major road would link up cities 
like Passau and Regensburg directly with 
Berlin and Vienna. The development of 
Danubian goods traffic was on the 





Entrance and stairway to 
Wurzburg. 
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The Konigstrasse, Nuremburg, looking towards St. Lorenz Church. 
On the left is anew multiple store building with “‘arcaded” passage 


for window gazers. 


agenda, too, through the expansion of 
port facilities at Regensburg—the ter- 
minal town upstream for larger boats. 
But nobody hears of these plans any 
more, and East Bavaria has to depend to 


Buildings on the right are reconstructions. 


a notable extent on a different kind of 
traffic: the tourists who are attracted by 
the beauty and grandeur of its towns and 
scenery and the competitive low prices 
of its facilities. 





The Bavarian State Bank at Nuremburg. Architect: Sep Ruf. Near by is the 
Gothic St. Lorenz Church. 
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Newly constructed station at Munich. 


How strongly this contrasts with the 
opposite boundary of the state, in the 
south-west! There—the country stretch- 
ing between the ancient city of Augsberg 
and the eastern tip of Lake Constance— 
is a steadily developing area with patches 
even of boom conditions. Lindau, for 
example, is known to sightseers as a 
charming old town on an island just off 
the lake shore. But it is becoming known 
to many firms as the place to set up shop. 
For municipal ownership and adminis- 
tration has spread many _ kilometres 
behind the “mainland” shore strip, 
away from the original island, and along 
the lake towards the Austrian border. 
And the development is proceeding 
within the framework of zonal planning 
which looks far into the future. In the 
industrial section, manufacturers, among 
them East Zone refugees, have been en- 
couraged to establish their undertakings 
on extremely low-priced municipally- 
owned sites; and the city authorities have 
energetically laid down new roads, where 
necessary, connecting these sites to the 
centre of town and the main road net- 
work. 

If, as Lindau hopes, one of the pro- 


posed new international trans-European 
highways is routed at their end of the 
lake instead of at the other end through 
Constance town (as Constance hopes!), 
this would be another vital step in their 
growth. The city of Lindau is also trying 
to acquire land in congenial surroundings 
from private estate-owners to cater for an 
expanding population in generously con- 
ceived residential districts. But they are 
constantly aware that they must not allow 
rapid urban development to endanger 
their valuable tourist trade. 


HOUSING DEVELOPMENT 


In the neighbouring mountain region 
of the Allgau, too, many schemes are 
afoot which involve much building acti- 
vity. I saw some interesting housing 
estates, on the plain in the shadow of the 
Alps, which have essayed to combine the 
traditional features of the Alpine chalet 
with modern ideas in design and house- 
hold facilities. The need for houses is 
pressing, even in this predominantly 
pastoral region, due to the partly “ arti- 
ficial” growth of population during the 
post-war period. Some of the estates 
were expressly designed for occupation 





This new hostel for young people at Nuremburg has been designed to harmonise with 
surrounding medieval architecture. 
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army personnel and their families; others 
house a large number of refugees from 
the east; and numerous modern hotels 
are springing up as part of the region’s 
development as a winter sports area. 

One of the major projects in progress 
at present in the Allgdu is the construc- 
tion of a hydro-electric power staticn. 
The river Lech breaks through the Alps 
from the Tyrol into Bavaria, close to the 
old town of Fiissen. A modern reser- 
voir is collecting its waters behind a large 
dam, creating an artificial lake of abcut 
six square miles. The river flow will ncw 
operate the two turbines of the power sta- 
tion and, subsequently, another 25 plar ts 
between the reservoir and the city of 
Augsburg 60 miles to the north. The 
total output is calculated at almost onie 
and a half million kWh per annum. It 
took four years to build the dam at a cost 
of about £7 million, and nine of the 
plants have so far been completed. 

The power station is masked by low 
hills to preserve the scenic amenities of 
the district which attracts a large tourist 
traffic. But the station and its newly 
created lake are becoming quite an ai- 
traction in themselves. It was necessary 
to submerge two complete villages in the 
construction of the reservoir, but the 
inhabitants were fully compensated and 
provided with some of the modern-style 
houses already mentioned. Not the least 
beneficial effect of this project is the pos- 
sibility it provides of controlling flood 
conditions, so that the Lech will never 
again menace the settlements along its 
course, as the rivers of Bavaria did last 
summer. 


DESIGN OF COUNCIL OFFICES 
Architect's Disagreement with Client 


BECAUSE they liked it best, Maelor 

Rural District Council (North Wales) 
have given official approval to a design for 
their proposed new offices at Overton, of 
which the architect, Mr. H. A. Clark, 
FRIBA, disapproved. 

Mr. CLARK said he had prepared drawings 
to incorporate some of the ideas which had 
been put to him by members, because he 
believed that, when they saw what the build- 
ing would look like with them, they would 
not accept it. 

“T like it best of all the drawings which 
the architect has shown us,” said the chair- 
man, SIR EDWARD HANMER. 

Mr. Cvark: “Although we have prepared 
the drawing, I think it is bad architecture, 
and I should not like people to think that 
my firm were responsible for the selection 
of such a design.” He asked the council ‘o 
record in the minutes the fact that they had 
given approval to a design which the archi- 
tect did not approve. The council agreed. 

Mr. Clark produced at the meeting of the 
council three alternative drawings of the 
front elevation of the proposed new build- 
ing. He said that as a result of comments 
and suggestions made by some members on 
the origina! design for an elevation, he had 
produced a drawing to show what the build- 
ing would look like if it included the ideas 
put to him by some of the members. 

“Tt may not be modern, but we don’t 
want modern architecture in an old-world 
village,” said Mr. F. J. WaTSOoN of the dis- 
puted design, which was approved. 
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General view of a model of the scheme. 


PROPOSED SWIMMING BATHS AT WYTHENSHAWE, MANCHESTER 
LEONARD C. HOWITT, FRIBA, MTPI, Manchester City Architect 
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Above : View of 
north elevation. 


NORTH 


bie bath is entered by means of a spacious hall 

which runs the full width of the building. Imme- 
diately behind the entrance hall the café is sited from 
which a complete view of the bath hall is obtained 
through a glass curtain wall. 


Dressing accommodation for bathers is directly 
accessible from the entrance hall, and it will be noted 
that in this respect advantage has been taken of the 
space immediately below the two terraces of permanent 
seating which run the full length of each of the two 
longer sides of the bath hall. Permanent seating is 
provided on these two terraces for approximately 1,100 
spectators and this can be increased by a further 150, 
by placing one row of chairs in front of each bank of 
permanent seats. 


One hundred and forty dressing cubicles are provided 
for use in conjunction with the ‘‘ Hy-Gard-All ” 
clothing storage system in addition to the space 
allocated for the use of schoolchildren. 


Staircases lead off the entrance hall to the spectators’ 
seating, committee room, club room, promenade 
lounge, kitchen and toilets, all of which are sited at 
first-floor level. The kitchen is served by means of a 
goods lift and separate staircase connected with the staff 
entrance on the east side of the building. A large area 
of the end wall of bath hall, which faces south, will be 
in double glazed glass curtain walling and will have 
large opening doors which will open out on to the lawn 
at rear for use on very hot days. 








ELEVATION a 


The plan, in addition to providing the necessary 
spectators’ seating, has been designed to give as flexible 
a layout as possible and ensure the maximum ease in 
controlling the public and at the same time providing 
all the amenities desired by the bathers. The glass 
screen between the café and the bath hall will be 
designed to open, thus allowing the whole of the café 
area to be incorporated in the bath hall, if so desired, 
on special gala nights. 

The pool is 110 ft. long by 48 ft. and the walls of the 
hall and ceilings, etc., will be acoustically treated. 
Three fixed diving boards, one, three and five metres in 
height respectively, and two spring boards, one metre 
and three metres high, are included. The pool falls in 
depth from 3 ft. 3 in. to 12 ft. 

CONSTRUCTION (Bath Hall)—RC ribs at 13 ft. 4 in. 
centres spanning the bath hall, precast concrete units to 
ceiling between ribs; rc terracing to form seating; 
rc walls to plunge, side walls glazed; end walls glazed 
between concrete mullions. 

(Basement)—RC walls and floor, etc. (Entrance hall 
—café area)—RC structure generally; end wall glazed 
between concrete mullions; glazed screen between café 
and bath hall; curtain walling to two-storey section on 
side elevations. 

(Changing rooms)—Prefabricated timber panels 
between concrete mullions to outside wall; concrete 
floor and ceilings. (Superintendent’s house)—Brick 
walls; concrete floor; tiled roof. The estimated cost of 
the scheme is £261,844. 
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General view in the Graham Robertson room. 


NEW GALLERY AT FITZWILLIAM MUSEUM, CAMBRIDGE 


A 


rchitect 


A. F. B. ANDERSON, FRIBA (ROBERT ATKINSON & PARTNERS) 


NEW room for the exhibition 

and storage of water-colours 
and drawings was recently opened ai 
the Fitzwilliam Museum. This ex- 
tension has long been one of the 
museum’s most serious needs, and 
the provision of it marks a great 
improvement both in the facilities 
for exhibition and in the accommo- 
dation afforded for students. The 
new room consists of two parts, an 
exhibition gallery with space for 
showing about 50 drawings, and a 
second portion separated from it by 
a glazed partition for the study of 
water-colours and drawings with the 
aid of a reference library. 

This extension has been named the 
Graham Robertson Room, to com- 
memorate the gift of £10,000 received 
in 1949 from the executors of the 
late Walford Graham Robertson 
which provided the greater part of the 
cost, and finally made the construc- 
tion of the building possible. 

The building completes an earlier 
extension, and is on the north-west 
side of the museum where it occu- 
pies a position at first-floor level 
planned for the future erection of 
just such a gallery. The elevations 
of the addition, which is not visible 
from Trumpington-street, continue 
the simple treatment of this part of 
the museum exterior and are faced 
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with Portland stone. The exhibition 
gallery is entered at one end from 
the Spanish room. It is a rectangu- 
lar room over 40 ft. in length, with 
panelled walls and a coved ceiling 
leading up to a central laylight. The 
general impression on entering is of 
a clearly lit room, with quiet, warm 
tones of woodwork contrasting agree- 
ably with a floor of polished cork. 


Above the cupboards the walls are 
flush-panelled with limba, a light, 
honey-coloured hardwood from 
Africa, which provides a quietly 
patterned, sympathetic background 
for the display of the water-colours 
and drawings. 

The pictures are hung on a rail 
fixed along the wall, in which they 
can be slid from one position to 
another, but can only be removed by 
unlocking hinged portions. Heating 
is provided by Vectair type radiators 
which are situated behind bronze 
grilles in the range of cupboards. Students’ room adjoining the gallery. 
These cupboards are 24 in number, 
and give accommodation for 216 
solander boxes in two standard sizes. 


Above the laylight, which is 
glazed with a white, obscured optical 
glass, blackout and sun blinds, of the 
accordion-pleated type, are fitted, 
operated from the students’ room. 
A mobile platform running on rails 
in the roof space provides for the 
maintenance and cleaning of the 
blinds and the glass panes of the 
laylight. 

In the students’ room, all the 
fittings and woodwork are in Aus- 
tralian walnut. The room is con- 
nected by a hand lift and a staircase 
with storage space in a mezzanine 
floor below. A memorial to the 
donors, designed and executed by 
Mr. David Kindersley, in co-opera- 
tion with Mr. A. F. B. Anderson and 
Messrs. Rattee and Kett, is placed in 
the students’ room. Following is a 
list of sub-contractors and nomin- 
ated suppliers :— 

Laylight blinds, Accordo Blinds, Ltd.; 
door ironmongery, G. and S. Allgood; 
cork flooring, Armstrong Cork Co., 
Ltd.; picture trolley, G. F. E. Bartlett 
and Son, Ltd.; copper roofing, Frederick 
Braby and Co., Ltd.; fireproof doors, 
Culford Art Metal Co.; plastering, G. 
Cook and Sons, Ltd.; electrical work, 
Eastern Electricity Board; reinforce- 
ment, Expanded Metal Co., Ltd.; 
furniture in students’ room, Heals, Ltd. ; 
steelwork roof light and trolley, Hills 
(West Bromwich), Ltd. 

Metal windows, Henry Hope and 
Sons, Ltd.; veneered flush doors, W. W. . 
Howard Bros. and Co., Ltd.; bronze 
mesh grilles, Kingsmill Metal Co., Ltd.; 
asphalt work, Limmer and Trinidad 
Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd.; Australian 
walnut and limba veneered panelling, 
William Mallinson and Sons, Ltd.; 
fire detectors, Minerva Detector Co., 
Ltd.; laylight glass, Pilkington Brothers, 
Ltd.; Bostwick grille, Potter Rax, Ltd.; 
hand lift, James Ritchie and Sons, Ltd.; 
picture rail, Fredk. Sage and Co., Ltd.; 
Venetian and roller blinds, Tidmarsh 
and Sons; lighting fittings in students’ 
room, Troughton and Young, Ltd.; 


heating, J. Wontner-Smith Gray and EW GALLERY AT FITZWILLIAM MUSEUM, CAMBRIDGE 











View from students’ room. 

















Plan of the gallery. 
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View of main entrance from approach path. Below: Entrance hall. 


HEALTH CENTRE AT STRANRAER, WIGTOWNSHIRE 


Chief Architect and Planning Officer, Department of Health for Scotland, 
T. A. JEFFRYES, ARIBA; MTPI 


Deputy Chief Architect Senior Architect 
R. S. MORTON, ARIBA G. H. LAWRENCE, ARIBA 


Architect-in-Charge Quantity Surveyors 
J. R. McKEE, FRIBA RICHARD H. HALL & LOGAN 


Heating Consultants: IAN HUNTER & PARTNERS 
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HIS is the second health centre to be built in 
Scotland and is an experiment on a different 
scale from the first health centre built at Sighthill, 
Edinburgh, in 1953, being much smaller and in a 
country town. It is the first health centre in Great 
Britain to be built adjoining an existing hospital. 
One wing of the new building incorporates a small 
hospital extension in the form of an X-ray suite linked 
to the Garrick Hospital. The local health authority 
occupy the rest of this wing and share some rooms with 
the hospital. A light glazed entrance hall joins this 
wing to the general practitioners’ wing. The building 
is single-storey throughout with a ceiling height of 
8 ft. 3 in. The hospital extension is paid for out of the 
Hospital Service and was designed in full collaboration 
with the chief architect of the Western Regional 
Hospital Board (Scotland), Mr. Forbes Murison, 
ARIBA. 

The general practitioners’ wing contains five similar 
consulting suites each of a waiting room, a consulting 
room (13 ft. by 9 ft. 7in.) and an examination room 
(9 ft. by 6 ft. 3 in.). These suites are not self-contained, 
the consulting rooms and examination rooms being 
separated from the waiting rooms by a central corridor, 
thus making the accommodation more flexible. The 
corridor is lit from the ends as well as by glass screens 
forming one wall of the waiting rooms. In this wing also 
are a minor treatment room, laboratory and doctors’ 
staff room. 

The local authority wing provides for the Child 
Welfare Service and the School Health Service and 
comprises a waiting room, a baby-weighing room, a 
nurses’ room, a consulting room with changing rooms, 
and a dental surgery and workshop. The administrative 
office for the centre and the office for visiting nurses 
and health visitors are also situated in this wing. 

The hospital extension comprises an X-ray room 
with waiting space and changing cubicles, dark room, 
reporting room and plaster room. The hospital will 
share with the local authority the waiting, consulting 
and changing rooms. The total floor area of the 
building is about 6,800 sq. ft. 

Construction—The construction is simple and 
consists basically of 11 in. brick cavity outer walls 
carrying TDA industrial trusses at 8 ft. 4 in. centres 
in one span, partly in order to permit rearrangement 
of internal partitions if this should prove desirable. 
The walls are roughcast externally with a lime harling 
giving a light-coloured finish. Windows are softwood 
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Large waiting room in local authority wing. 


casements and the main windows have wood panel 
infilling below cill level painted in bright colours. 
Floors are ‘solid, finished with thermoplastic tiles, 
except in the entrance hall which has clay tiles. 
Partitions are 44 in. brick plastered, ceilings patterned 
insulating board and roof covering bitumen strip tile 
on close boarding. The main approach is flanked by a 
rubble retaining wall using stone recovered from a 
nearby ruin. 

Heating.—The building is heated by a low pressure 
hot water system with radiators and the main flow 
pipe is exposed beneath the ceiling of the central 
corridor. The heat for this and for the hot water 
system is provided from a new separate boilerhouse 
built in the grounds of the hospital and serving both 
the hospital, the boiler of which needed renewal, and 
the new health centre building. 

Interior decoration is in water-paint with some wall- 
paper on selected walls and fadeless bookcloth in plain 
bright colours on the two side walls of the entrance 
hall. The following contractors were engaged on the 
scheme: 

Excavation, foundations, brickwork and plastering : 
J. Alexander and Son, Galston, Ayrshire; joinery, J. Brown 
and Son (Building Contractors), Ltd., Stranraer; plumbing, 
S. and M. Davidson, Stranraer; heating, James Boyd and 
Sons, Ltd., Paisley; electrical work, Alexander Arkley, 
Stranraer; painting work, Adam Hannah, Innermessan, 
Stranraer. 


HEALTH CENTRE AT STRANRAER, WIGTOWNSHIRE 
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A typical Levittown street showing the unfenced lawns and single-storey houses. 


AMERICAN NEW TOWN FOR 70,000 TO BE 
BUILT IN THREE YEARS 


OST American cities take 100 years 

to reach a population of 60,000, but 
Levitt & Sons, Inc., are to complete a 
modern city of 17,500 homes to house 
70,000 people in three years, writes a cor- 
respondent. It is called Levittown and 
will be the tenth largest town in the State 
of Pennsylvania. 

Sub-contractors, a total of 40,000 
workers, and fleets of heavy construction 
equipment make up the big construction 
team under the supervision of William 
J. and Alfred S. Levitt, with their father 
Abraham serving in an advisory capa- 
city. 

Levittown has 16 distinct neighbour- 
hoods. Each neighbourhood is a tract 
of 10 to 20 streets containing 300 to 600 
homes. A boundary drive, bearing the 
same name as the neighbourhood, sur- 
rounds each community neighbourhood 
unit. All streets running off the boun- 
dary drive also begin with the same 
letter as the drive and neighbourhood. 
With this system it is easy to find any 
address in the city. 

The success of this neighbourhood 
planning will hinge upon a “master 
block ” system. This means that two or 
three neighbourhoods centre around 
common public grounds and facilities. 
At the hub of each master block is a 
school with adjacent recreational and 
athletic facilities serving the two or more 
neighbourhoods within that “master 
block.” And, the schools, located on the 
inner borders of each neighbourhood 
away from the traffic arteries, enable all 
children to walk to school in safety. 

Levittown will have its own “ down- 
town” section. This will be a major 


54-acre shopping centre, housing about 
100 department and goods stores, shops 
and professional offices. The shopping 
area lies off the main _ cross-town 
thoroughfare and has off-street parking 
facilities for 5,000 cars, and is within ten 
minutes’ driving from the city’s most dis- 
tant house. There will be neighbourhood 
shopping centres, within handy distance 
of every home, each with off-street park- 
ing facilities. On the southern section 
of the city is a 1,000-car park. 

A dozen church sites have been 
donated by Levitt & Sons, Inc., to vari- 
ous denominations. Near the railway 


a section has been set aside for indus- 
trial development to help stimulate a 
well-balanced life for the community. 
There are 250 acres of tree-covered 
forest-parks which lace through the city 
to further break the lines of residential 
areas. 

A 2,000-home section of more elab- 
orate houses is now being developed by 
earthmoving and drainage contractors. 
The houses in this area will sell from 
$18,000 upwards. 


The minimum space for a house plot 
at Levittown is 7,000 sq. ft. Owners are 
not permitted to build fences between 
their property and neighbours but they 
can plant trees and hedges if they so 
desire. The total area of the town is 
5,000 acres. 





An Allis-Chalmers H.D.20 torque converter drive tractor pushloading an Allis- 
Chalmers TS-300 motor scraper during levelling operations for Levittown. 
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News of the Week 


RIBA BRONZE MEDAL 


award of the RIBA Architecture 
Bronze Medal for the three-year 
period ending December 31 last, in the 
area of the Essex, Cambridge and Hert- 
fordshire Society of Architects, has been 
made in favour of the Harrowfield Boys’ 
Secondary School, Harold Hill, Essex, 
designed by Richard Sheppard and Part- 
ners (Richard Sheppard, FRIBA, Jean 
Shufflebotham, ARIBA and Geoffrey 
Robson, ARIBA). 


TENDERING DECLARATION 


IN CONNECTION with applications to 
tender for a scheme of 22 flats at Black- 
heath Hill site and 11 dwellings at sites 
in Ormiston-road and Halstow-road, 
Greenwich MBC require tenderers to 
sign, or to refuse to sign, a certificate 
declaring that they are not parties to any 
scheme or arrangements with other ten- 
derers in respect of the amount of, or the 
adjustment of their tender. 

Other councils recommended to adopt 
a similar procedure are Brentford and 
= Croydon CB and Holborn 
MBC. 


GLIDING AWARD 


Mr. LAURENCE ROBERTSON, deputy 
borough surveyor of Chesterfield, has 
flown a glider from Great Hucklow, 
Derbyshire, to Blackpool and become 
the first man to achieve the feat. He wins 
a Daily Dispatch award of £100 which 
was first offered 19 years ago but no 
one had previously been able to achieve 
the difficult flight of 69 miles. It took 
Mr. Robertson four and a half hours. 
He is 39 years old. 


ARCHITECTS’ REGISTER 


Tue 22nd volume of the Register of 
Architects, 1955, has been issued by the 
Architects’ Registration Council. Pro- 
duced with an emerald green cover, it fol- 
lows a similar format to earlier editions. 


It records that on December 31, 1953, 
there were 18,158 names on the register. 
During 1954, 757 names were added, 121 
names were restored and 552 names were 
removed from the register owing to 
deaths, resignations and other causes, 
leaving 18,484 names on the register at 
the end of 1954. 


PALL MALL SCHEME 


THE FORMER SITE of the Carlton Club 
premises at Nos. 92-94, Pall Mall, has 
been disposed of to a company of which 
Sir Frederick Minter, of Messrs. F. G. 
Minter, contractors, is a director; and it 
is understood that new development, 
possibly in the form of offices, will shortly 
be carried out there. 


AA MUSICAL EVENING 


A MUSICAL EVENING will be given by 
members of the AA Music Society on 
June 29 at 8 p.m. The programme will 
consist of eighteenth century chamber 
music including a performance of 
Bach’s Peasant Cantata and several trio 
sonatas. Admission is free to all mem- 
bers, students and friends. 
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ELECTRICITY CONVENTION 


THE Seventh British Electrical Power 
Convention, which meets at the Dome, 
Brighton, from June 27 to July 1, under 
the presidency of Sir Harry Railing, is 
a successor to the Incorporated Muni- 
cipal Electrical Association Convention, 
whose 52nd and last meeting was held 
in Eastbourne in June, 1948, shortly 
after the nationalisation of the electricity 
supply industry. 

Representative of all the principal 
organisations, 38 in number, connected 
with the electrical industry, the conven- 
tion will be supported by an exhibition 
in which the manufacturers of electrical 
appliances will show their most up-to- 
date products. ? 

In a paper dealing with the generation 
of electricity in Britain in the next 10 
years, Mr. J. Eccles, CBE, deputy chair- 
man (operations) Central Electricity 
Authority, will give some details of the 
part that nuclear power plants will play, 
and a broad indication of the types of 
reactor that may be employed. 


PROFESSIONAL ANNOUNCEMENT 


As from June 24 the offices of Messrs. DaHL & 
CapMAN, F/ARIBA, architects, will be moved to 8, 
Cheriton-gdns., Folkestone. The telephone number— 
Folkestone 4035—remains the same. 


OBITUARY 


H. A. Crouch, CIE, FRIBA 


The death took place at his home at Esher, 
Surrey, on June 18 of Mr. Henry Arthur 
Crouch, CIE, FRIBA, consulting architect 
to the Government of Bengal from 1909 to 
1925. He was 84. 


Mr. Crouch spent much of his youth in 
Australia and studied architecture at the 
Queensland Institute of Architecture, which 
awarded him its gold medal in 1891. 

After his return to England in 1893 he 
ibecame an associate of the RIBA and three 
years later won the Institute’s Tite prize. 
Buildings erected to his designs in this 
country include the Malvern Public Library, 
the Worthing Public Library, Museum and 
Art Gallery, and the Hackney Central 
Library, also a number of private houses. 

He was elected a Fellow of the RIBA in 
1909 and in the same year he went out to 
India on his appointment as consulting archi- 
tect to the Government of Bengal. His 
work in India included many hospitals, post 
offices, schools, banks and other official 
buildings, as well as the Calcutta School of 
Tropical Medicine and Hospital for Tropi- 
cal Diseases. He acted as consulting archi- 
tect to the Indian Government in 1911, and 
was a trustee of the Indian Museum from 
1915 until his retirement in 1925 and a 
Fellow of Calcutta University from 1915 
to 1920. He was appointed CIE on his 
retirement. 


Amos Sunderland, FRIBA, PASI 


The death occurred at St. Ives, Cornwall, 
on June 20. of Mr. Amos Sunderland, 
FRIBA, PASI, late architect to Croydon 
Education Committee. He was 76. Mr. 
Amos, who had designed a large programme 
of educational building for the authority, 
was a member of the Society of Architects, 
and became LRIBA in 1925 and FRIBA 
eight years later. 
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RIBA EXHIBITION POLICY 


Priority for the Needs of the Allied 
Societies 


SINCE the war the Royal Institute of 

British Architects have themselves 
staged, or have given hospitality to, over 
50 exhibitions of one kind or another. 
Of those staged by the RIBA, some have 
had a comparatively wide appeal, others 
have been of a more specialised nature, 
two have been travelling exhibitions, and 
some have been organised jointly with 
organisations having interests in common 
with architecture. In addition the Royal 
Institute has given hospitality to a number 
of exhibitions prepared by foreign archi- 
tectural societies. 


ALLIED SOCIETIES’ CLAIM 


About four years ago it became clear 
that Allied Societies would welcome ex- 
hibitions prepared by headquarters for 
showing in their areas, It was accordingly 
decided that the main proportion of the 
grant available for exhibition work 
should be devoted to this end; this meant 
that, for the time being at any rate, it 
would not be possible to stage any major 
exhibitions of British architects’ work at 
the RIBA. 

The cost of such travelling exhibitions 
is increased, compared with static exhi- 
bitions, by the need to design and have 
made special stands and screens for the 
purpose of presentation. Recently the 
RIBA has concentrated on providing two 
sets each of the travelling exhibitions 
“Home and Surrounding” and “ Your 
House” while continuing to show at 
headquarters foreign exhibitions and 
exhibitions prepared by outside bodies. 


WIDE PUBLIC REACHED 


The travelling exhibitions have reached 
a wide public, and it is estimated, that 
65,000 people have seen “‘ Home and Sur- 
roundings ” in 68 centres and the exhibi- 
tion has not yet quite completed its 
itinerary. Two copies of “ Your House” 
are on tour and have been booked by 81 
centres. 

The RIBA’s third travelling exhibition, 
which will probably deal with places of 
work, will be prepared shortly and it is 
hoped to put it on tour later this year. 

The travelling exhibitions have secured 
a great deal of excellent publicity in local 
papers, and have undoubtedly helped the 
public to become better informed of the 
réle of the architect in the community 
to-day. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1855 
Saturday, June 23, 1855 


FIRE-PROOF CONSTRUCTION.—Our at- 
tention has been directed to specimens of 
clay-pots and hollow bricks, used by M. 
Vabre, in forming roofs and floors by a 
combination of wrought-iron girders, 
supporting flat arches composed of these 
pots and hollow bricks. The system is 
stated to have been successfully applied. 


ARCHITECT'S ESTATE 


Mr. WILLIAM ARTHUR LEwis, retired 
architect, of Hothfield, Kent, left estate 
of £64,925. 
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ARCHITECTS’ 
REGISTRATION COUNCIL 


New Premises Scheme 


T their meeting at 66, Portland-place, 
*“W1, on June 17, with Mr. Denis 
Poulton, FRIBA, in the chair, the Archi- 
tects’ Registration Council of the United 
Kingdom approved an amendment to a 
statement of the duties and rights of the 
architect which had been drawn up by the 
International Union of Architects as a 
basis of codes of professional conduct in 
those countries where these are not yet 
in existence, 

Suggested by the Professional Purposes 
Committee of the Council, the amend- 
ment is intended to preserve the right of 
an architect in his discretion to sell the 
copyright of his design, and the relevant 
clause is now worded as follows: “He 
should retain the full copyright of his 
designs in accordance with international 
conventions and the laws and customs of 
his own country.” 

A document setting out the proposed 
code of conduct was drawn up by a work- 
ing committee of the International Union 
of Architects last May and has since been 
circulated to all member nations in an 
effort to get it substantially agreed before 
being submitted to the IUA General 
Assembly in July this year. When it 
reached this country the United Kingdom 
Committee of the IUA appointed a sub- 
committee consisting of Messrs. Godfrey 
Samuel, Howard Lobb and Peter Shep- 
heard to consider it and propose such 
amendments as would, in their view, make 
it acceptable to the profession. 

Seconding the adoption of the amend- 
ment, Mr. Lobb said the proposed code 
was largely the work of the International 
Union at its last meeting in Lisbon in 
the hope that it would be possible to im- 
prove the status of the architect in some 
of the so-called backward countries and, 
perhaps, behind the Iron Curtain and if 
the Council gave the amendment their 
blessing it might be of some assistance. 

The amendment was approved. 


APPOINTMENTS 

It was reported that Mr. D. A. Neale 
had been appointed as a representative 
by the Institute of Builders on the 
Admission Committee and the Board of 
Architectural Education, in place of 
Lieut.-Col. I. L. Roney-Dougal, who had 
retired and that Mr. Bryan Westwood, 
as president of the Architectural Associa- 
tion, had taken the place of Mr. Peter 
Shepheard on the Board. 

Three hundred and fifty applicants 
were admitted to the register, of which 
344 admissions were by examination 
qualification and six under Section 6 
(1) (d) of the principal Act and under 
Regulation 26 (a) (3)—architects who had 
resigned and sought re-admission. Two 
applications under Section 6 (1) (d) of the 
principal Act and Regulation 26 (b) were 
rejected. 

The Board of Architectural Education 
reported that they had appointed Mr. 
P. G. Freeman chairman and Mr. R. E. 
Enthoven vice-chairman. 

As the result of the examination held 
in April, 23 candidates had been selected 
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for interview under the maintenance 
scholarships scheme. Two had withdrawn 
their applications, having been awarded 
open scholarships to Sheffield University. 
The Council approved the award of 18 
new scholarships for 1955-56, at a total 
cost of £1,859, and also the renewal, sub- 
ject to the scholars having passed their 
year examinations, of 57 scholarships 
awarded in the years 1949 to 1954 and 
including four in the suspense account. 
It was reported that the maximum amount 
required for scholarships during the year 
would be £7,124, made up of £5,265 for 
renewals and £1,859 for new scholarships. 

The Secretary RIBA had informed the 
Council that that body was now ready 
to proceed with the rebuilding of 68, 
Portland-place, and to provide accommo- 
dation for the Council on two floors of 
the new building, with an entrance from 
Portland-place. Asking that the present 
lease should be terminated in March, 
1956 instead of 1958, the RIBA offered 
free temporary accommodation at 78, 
Wimpole-street for the next two years. 

The Council accepted these proposals, 
with an expression of thanks to the 
Institute, the proviso being made that 
suitable arrangements be made in the 
plans of the new building to meet the 
Council’s requirements. 


REINSTATEMENTS 


Mr. I. W. Jack and Mr. J. E. Kelly 
(both removed from the register in 
November last year) were reinstated but 
as another former registered architect (re- 
moved in November last) was not pre- 
pared to pay the penalty his name was 
not restored to the register. Messrs. G. W. 
Manning, H. C. Inglis and C. E. Hart- 
land, all removed more than three years 
ago, were reinstated, it being reported 
that special circumstances existed in these 
cases which justified exception being 
made to the three years rule. 

Complaints by affidavit against two 
architects were considered and action 
taken. It was reported that an architect 
had been carrying on business as an estate 
agent and was also secretary to some 11 
companies engaged in estate development. 
Informed that the architect was no longer 
practising his profession, the Registrar 
drew his attention to the view of the 
Discipline Committee that in such a case, 
although, as he was not practising, there 
was no breach of the code, he should re- 
sign from the register in order to avoid 
misunderstanding. The architect had 
accordingly resigned, 

A complaint had also been received 
that an architect was acting as manager 
of two development companies. Half of 
the share capital of one was held by his 
wife, who was a director of the other. 
The registered address of both companies 
was the architect’s office. The architect 
had strongly refuted the allegation that 
he was managing the companies, and pro- 
duced documents to show that he had 
been appointed consulting architect to the 
companies and was remunerated only in 
that capacity. The Professional Pur- 
poses Committee, however, were not 
satisfied that the architect had been 
carrying on his practice in a strictly pro- 
— manner and had so informed 

im. 
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RICS 
Eighty-seventh Annual Report 


[HE eighty-seventh annual general meet. 

ing of the Royal Institution of Char. 
tered Surveyors was held in London op 
June 6, and the following officers were elec. 
ted for the 1955-56 session: President, Mr, 
William R. Brackett, OBE, TD; Senior Vice. 
President, Mr. W. E. A. Bull; Vice. 
Presidents, Messrs. W. M. Balch, F. G, 
Fleury, OBE, and J. L. Postlethwaite. The 
Institution’s annual report was also pre. 
sented, and the following notes have beep 
extracted: 


BUILDING SURVEYING 


The report states that the Building Sy. 
veyors Committee, first appointed as a stand. 
ing committee in 1953, has continued to 
study a number of matters affecting build. 
ing surveyor members, including their statys, 
functions and future. An index of building 
surveyors is now being compiled and it js 
expected that this will provide much usefy 
information. 

Arising from the Institution’s association 
with the British Standards Institution, the 
Building Surveyors Committee considered a 
number of matters concerning British 
Standards and Codes of Practice. The 
Institution was also represented in discus 
sions on British Standards and Codes of 
Practice arising from observations on the 
Bailey Report on the Quicker Completion 
of House Interiors. 

The Model Building By-laws affecting fir 
resistance specifications have been examined 
and comments made on them. The Institv- 
tion had previously made representations on 
the subject to the Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government in July, 1954, and was 
thereafter requested to submit observations 
on the model clauses, which have been pr 
pared by the Ministry with a view to their 
adoption by local authorities throughout the 
country. 

At the invitation of the Minister of Hous. 
ing and Local Government, the Institution 
collaborated with the Royal Institute of 
British Architects in circulating to local 
authorities lists of building surveyors and 
architects prepared to do work in connec 
tion with Improvement Grants under Par 
II of the Housing Act, 1949. A scale of 
fees has been prepared for such work ani 
has been agreed with the Ministry. 


QUANTITY SURVEYING 


The Quantity Surveyors Committe’ 
Teport states that the Council, on the recon 
mendation of the Committee, has agreed to 
an alteration in the constitution of the Con: 
mittee whereby an increase of four member 
was made in the provincial representation 01 
the Committee. This alteration will tal 
effect from the beginning of the sessioi 
1955-56. 

Following upon the report of the Joit! 
Committee on Tendering Procedure (th 
Robertson Committee), the Joint Consult 
tive Committee of Architects, Quantity Sur 
veyors and Builders held their first meetit! 
in June, 1954. The committee have pr 
ceeded with an examination of a numb 


of current problems affecting the build}. 


industry and active steps have been taktt 
to establish regionally and locally on t 
national pattern, joint committees of rept g- 
sentatives from the Royal Institute of Briti 
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Architects, the Royal Institution of Char- 
tered Surveyors and the National Federation 
of Building Trades Employers. 

Eight meetings of the full Standing Joint 
Committee for the Standard Method of 
Measurement were held during the year in 
addition to numerous sub-committee meet- 
ings. In view of the many suggestions 
received for amendment and the number of 
queries during the past years it was decided 
to proceed with the preparation of a new 
edition; this has been put in hand, but will 
of necessity take a considerable time to com- 
plete. More than 50 prizes of cases of 
standard surveyors’ scales and numerous 
bound copies of the Standard Method of 
Measurement were presented to students of 
quantity surveying at technical colleges 
in England and Wales; and the sales in 
1954 of the Standard Method of Measure- 
ment were 3,875 copies, and of the Code for 
Housing, 580 copies. 

An exhaustive inquiry into the results in 
the quantity surveying section of the Final 
Examination in 1954 has been carried out 
by a sub-committee, whose report has been 
presented to the Committee. 


The Committee have had under considera- 
tion a constitution and regulations for the 
Quantity Surveyors’ Sections of the 
Branches; and have received with interest a 
report by the Junior Organisation Quantity 
Surveyors Committee on their transactions 
during the session. Every effort has been 
made during the session to improve attend- 
ances at meetings; with a few exceptions, the 
results have been very satisfactory, and more 
members have shown interest by taking part 
in the discussions. 


INSPECTION OF CHURCHES 
Sheffield Conference’s Decision 


HE formulation of a scheme to make 

adequate arrangements for the proper in- 
spection of churches by architects who have 
specialised in church architecture and the 
necessary financial provision was agreed to 
at the closing session of Sheffield Diocesan 
Conference, held in Sheffield City Hall, on 
June 8. The Diocesan Board of Finance has 
been authorised to prepare the scheme, and 
the ARCHDEACON OF SHEFFIELD (the 
Venerable D. E. W. Harrison) said about 180 
buildings would need inspection, and, as in 
the case of parsonage houses, it would work 
out at between 35 and 40 a year. 


The conference were discussing the In- 
spection of Churches Measure which had 
been before the Church Assembly. 


The deplorable state of repair of many 
English country churches was due to the 
fact that the parishes in which they were 
situated could not afford to finance inspec- 
tion, said the BisHOP OF SHEFFIELD (Dr. 
L. S. Hunter). He had asked whether the 
diocese ought not to take some corporate 
Tesponsibility with the parishes concerned in 
the work of ensuring that the churches were 
inspected by an architect. 


He said that the churches which would 
need the longest and most careful inspection 
would be some of the ancient or pre-Refor- 
mation churches, most of which were in 
tural parishes, some so small that they might 
find it a severe burden to find the money. 

He added: “ We have a modest problem 


compared with the Lincoln and Norwich 
dioceses.” 
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REPRESENTATION 
OF SALARIED ARCHITECTS 


ABT Discussion at the Building Centre 


7IEWS on the need for a trade union to 
represent the interests of salaried 
architects were expressed at a discussion 
meeting arranged by the Association of 
Building Technicians and held at the Build- 
ing Centre, London, on June 16. 

Mr. B. A. LE Marg, president of the 
ABT, who presided, opened the meeting by 
saying that it had been arranged as a follow- 
up to the “ memorable and significant ” dis- 
cussion on the same subject which took 
place at the annual general meeting of the 
RIBA on May 3. It was clearly indicated 
on that occasion, he said, that the issue had 
evoked widespread strong feeling. It was 
clear, too, from the letter and questionnaire 
which the RIBA had sent out to its members 
that the Institute recognised the existence of 
this feeling in the profession, but their 
decision on the matter was inadequate; that 
was why the ABT had called a meeting that 
evening. The chairman then asked Mr. 
Kenneth Campbell, ARIBA, to open the 
discussion. 

Mr. CAMPBELL began by saying that it 
was difficult to find a new approach to the 
subject. It had been chewed over so many 
times by people with vested interests in the 
subject that there was nothing new or fresh 
left to say. The most objective and 
thoughtful statement which had been made, 
in his opinion, was that of the Salaried and 
Official Architects’ Committee of the RIBA. 
The conclusions of that committee were 
extremely logical and if this were a logical 
world there would have been no purpose in 
the ABT pursuing the matter that evening. 
This world was not a logical one, however. 

The speaker went on to suggest that only 
a trade union could meet the needs of archi- 
tects in the present situation. By reason of 
its constitution and charter the RIBA could 
not provide it and there were difficulties in 
setting up a new union which the TUC 
would sponsor. Response to the RIBA 
questionnaire had shown that 6,000 people 
wanted a trade union, even though it would 
involve them in considerable extra cost. The 
RIBA’s ironic decision was to advise them 
to join appropriate unions already in exist- 
ence despite the fact that dissatisfaction 
arose in the first instance because of the 
inadequacy of the various existing unions. 


MIDDLE-CLASS PATTERN 


In spite of the questionnaire, Mr. Camp- 
bell continued, in fact there was not a strong 
demand for a trade union. The majority 
wanted some kind of organisation which 
would do all the things normally carried out 
by trade unions, but they did not wish it 
exactly to be a trade union—or only in the 
last resort. Trade unions were a working- 
class idea and were associated with bitter 
struggles with political attachments. Middle- 
class people had strong reactions against 
them. But, one by one, the middle-class 
had started trade unions; they were often 
called associations or guilds, but all were 
affiliated to the TUC. 

They were formed with the development 
of large-scale organisations; they repre- 
sented, for example, the employees of banks, 
insurance companies, scientists and others. 
The architectural profession had now 
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reached the stage when it, too, needed to 
be represented. Doctors, lawyers’ and’ the 
clergy did not have the same troubles, but 
the architectural profession was following 
the same pattern as the other sections of 
middle-class society. 

Over the past 306 years large architects’ 
offices had grown up and out of. this 
development had gradually come the present 
agitation. Architects had found themselves 
in other people’s unions and felt conscious 
of a need for a union that was for architects 
only. Such a union, said Mr. Campbell, 
would have to work in close contact with 
the RIBA. It could handle all the details 
and day to day negotiations of salaries, 
while the Institute would be concerned 
mainly with professional! status. 

The ABT provided all the facilities that 
architects had been striving after. It was 
capable of representing people in private 
and public authority offices. It had close 
ties with all other sections of the building 
industry and the advantages of affiliation to 
the TUC. 


AN INVOLVED PROBLEM 


The next speaker was Mr. Guy ODDIE, 
ARIBA, who stressed the complexity of ‘the 
problem. He was convinced that the RIBA 
had explored the matter thoroughly and 
with great care and had found that there 
was no easy solution. In his opinion the 
situation would have to remain fluid for 
some time now. It would be a useful step 
towards solving some of the difficulties 
which faced them Jf it could be shown how 
much the services which architects per- 
formed were worth to the community. 

A good deal of fuss was made about the 
difference between private and official archi- 
tects, but in fact it was only a superficial 
barrier which divided their interests. In 
considering the question of salaries one had 
to take supply and demand into account. In 
many private practices the principals could 
not pay their assistants all that they would 
like to. If a way could be found of deter- 
mining what architects were ‘worth they 
would have little trouble ‘in securing 
adequate rewards. Until they could con- 
vince the community that it received good 
value for money a trade union representing 
architects could only nibble at the problem. 

Referring to the possibility of architects 
adopting the ABT for their purpose, Mr. 
Oddie said that to be successful they would 
have to be organised before they joined the 
Association. 

Mr. HucH Morris, ARIBA, said that 
the illusion that the RIBA could per- 


form the functions of a trade union 
were now fading away, and_ instead 
the idea was being formed that the 


real value of the architect’s services to the 
community should be clearly defined. This, 
he considered, was something which was 
impossible to achieve. Other sections of 
the working community which ‘were ' well 
organised were able to press theif case 
harder. Likewise architects needed a national 
organisation to represent them. 

Those members of the profession who 
belonged to the RIBA paid an annual fee 
to an institute which, by the nature of its 
constitution, could not negotiate for 
better salaries and conditions of employ- 
ment for its members. So far.as other 
existing organisations were concerned, such 
as NALGO, they could not act as a repre- 
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sentative body because their constitutions 
did not allow them to admit all those archi- 
tects affected by the problem. 


SALARIES IMPROVING 


A different view on the value of archi- 
tects was expressed by Mr. Evans, who said 
that they must accept as much as they 
could get. You could not say that an 
architect was worth more than a doctor or 
less than a lawyer. The position at the 
moment, moreover, was that architects’ 
salaries were on the up-grade, due mainly 
to the fact that there was a dearth of quali- 
fied men in the present building boom. 

The understandable reluctance of so 
many architects to turn away from the 
RIBA was pointed out by Mr. HENRY 
Swain, ARIBA. During the past 100 years 
the Institute had done much to improve the 
living standards for members of the pro- 
fession. Its achievements could be divided 
into three main categories: (1) The integrity 
of architects; (2) the value of architects; 
and (3) the reward of architects. You could 
not brush aside the value of the progress 
that had been mace during that long period. 
The profession naturally looked to the 
Institute for a lead in this matter of im- 
proved living standards. It could not be 
expected to accept readily the idea of repre- 
sentation by an outside organisation. It 
should also be remembered that the progress 
which had been made through the efforts 
of the RIBA was secured on the broad 
basis of the advancement of architecture 
and not simply on a narrow claim for higher 
rewards. 

In his (Mr. Swain’s) view the important 
contribution which the ABT could make 
towards the solution of the problem was to 
assist in persuading the RIBA to reconsider 
their decision. 

Mr. THURSTON WILLIAMS, ARIBA, said 
that they had looked to the RIBA to provide 
a lead in establishing the status of the 
architect, but so long as status and salaries 
were tied up together there could be no 
Progress. He suggested that a trade union 
and the RIBA could work successfully 
together, the former to be responsible for 
salary arrangements and the latter to look 
after the status of the architect. Although 
there were five trade unions which admitted 
architects, they were successful only up to 
a point; each had its limitations as far as 
architects were concerned. 


VOLUME OF WORK 


Referring to the drift of official architects 
. into private practice which had taken place, 
Mr. Williams said that this was because 
more work was now finding its way into 
private offices. Sooner or later, however, 
when the greater volume of work swung 
back in favour of public authorities, many 
of these architects would return. There 
were always uncertainties in private offices 
because the amount of work often fluctuated 
and there were no superannuation or pension 
schemes in operation. 

Mr. Williams felt that the first duty of 
the ABT was to get together with the 
RIBA and at the same time to make a 
gesture to all salaried architects, inviting 
them to come within the ranks of the 
Association. 

Mr. Wooster considered that there was 
a need for a union to represent architects 
in private offices 2s well as in public- 
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authority departments. Some sort of stan- 
dard salary policies were required in respect 
of those employed in both types of offices. 
In winding up the discussion, Mr. F. E. 
SHROSBREE, general secretary of the ABT, 
said that his Association believed that 
throughout the country they had the 
machinery that could be used by architects 
to help solve the problem with which they 
were faced. He also gave an assurance 
that the ABT had no political affiliations 
nor any funds devoted to political causes. 


DESIGN OF NEW HOSPITALS 
Minister of Health's Statement 


FTER a gap of over 16 years we are 
on the threshold of building new 
general hospitals in Britain again,” said the 
Minister of Health, Mr. IAIN MACLEOD, 
when he addressed the annual conference of 
the Association of Hospital Management 
Committees at Hastings on June 17. 

Mr. Macleod said that he hoped very 
shortly to be able to announce the complete 
list of those new hospitals to be included 
in the expanded capital investment pro- 
gramme covering the two years 1956-57 and 
1957-58. 

During the first seven years of the Health 
Service, the hospital authorities had largely 
had to be content with “make do and 
mend” so far as capital work was con- 
cerned. It was a question of stretching exist- 
ing resources to the uttermost by repairs, 
adaptations, conversions and extensions. In 
this way over £60m. had been spent and this 
sum had produced a Ieng and varied list 
of improvements which had enabled the 
hospital service to meet with increasing 
flexibility its ever-growing demands. 

“Now, at long last, we can take a big 
step forward,” said the Minister. ‘“ Paper 
plans are going to be translated into actual 
structures embodying all that is considered 
best in modern methods of construction, 
design and layout. We believe these new 
hospitals will be worthy to take their place 
among the best examples to be found in this 
field of architecture. 

“So that we shall have at our disposal 
knowledge of what is best in modern practice 
both in this country and overseas, I have 
set up a special study group of my archi- 
tects, doctors and engineers. The aim, I 
would emphasise, is not to design standard 
hospital buildings for all occasions, but to 
make available to all concerned the latest 
information and guidance on the many 
aspects of hospital design. At present the 
group is studying the design of operating 
theatres.” 


“ 


“LAND USE” 


British Association's 
Conference 


IHE British Association for the Advance- 

ment of Science is meeting this year 

in Bristol and, as a preliminary, its division 

for social and international relations of 

science is holding a conference on “Land 

Use,” at University College, Exeter, on 
July 15 and 16. 

The broad idea of the programme for 
the conference, which will be held under 
the chairmanship of Mr. P. Ritchie Calder, 
CBE, is first to consider the general problem 
and the central and local governmental 
powers that exist to cope with it: speakers, 


Speakers at 
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Sir George Pepler, CB, PPTPI, FRICS, ang 
Mr. Geoffrey Clark, OBE, MTPI. This wil] 
be followed by addresses from those con. 
cerned with the main users of land: “The 
Need of Land; Agriculture and Forestry,” 
by Professor L. Dudley Stamp, CBE, and 
Sir James Turner, president of the National 
Farmers’ Union; “ The Need of the Armed 
Forces for Land,” by a representative of 
the Services; “The Need of Land for 
Mineral Exploitation, Land Restoration,” 
by Professor Stanley H. Beaver; “The 
Need of Land for Urban and Industria] 
Development,” by Sir Herbert Manzoni, 
CBE, MInstCE, MTPI; and “ The Preserva- 
tion of Amenities in Relation to Land Use,” 
by Mr. G. Langley Taylor, FRIBA, MTPI, 
deputy chairman of the Council for the 
Preservation of Rural England. 

Particulars of the conference from the 
Secretary, British Association, Burlington 
House, London, W1. 


BUILDING RESEARCH IN 
CANADA 


Progress Report 


A: PROGRESS report covering the period 

from July 1 to December 31, 1954, 
has now been issued by the National Re- 
search Council, Ottawa, and contains details 
of the projects being conducted by the 
Division of Building Research. 

Prestressed concrete construction has been 
growing in importance in Canada, and a 
project is being carried out to assist the 
construction industry in this field. Two pre- 
stressed concrete highway bridges have been 
constructed in Ottawa, and a loading test 
to failure has been carried out on one of 
the typical beams of the bridge. A load 
distribution study has also been made after 
the beams were erected and transversely 
prestressed. 

Methods of testing elements and compo- 
nents of house frames are also being studied, 
and loading tests have been made on such 
elements as W-trusses fabricated for one 
of the full-scale house models. The loading 
was done by means of dead weights, and 
failure occurred (in the splice of the chords) 
under a load equalling five times design 
live load plus dead load. 

A structural loading test is being made 
on a full-scale house to obtain information 
on the strength and stiffness of a single- 
storey house having a frame from which 
exterior sheathing has been omitted. The 
information obtained from this investigation 
will assist with the preparation of structural 
performance requirements and the develop- 
ment of full-scale testing methods. 

Consideration has been given to the fit 
of batt-type insulations in stud spaces and 
their effect on interior surface temperatures, 
as well as the properties of special flooring 
materials with respect to their general 
suitability as flooring in hospital operating: 
rooms. Other projects include the investiga- 
tion of frost action in soils, building settle 
ments, the effect of moisture content 00 
pulse velocity with ordinary concrete and 
lightweight concrete, and the measureient 
of moisture in solid materials. : 

Issue No. 8 of “Building Research 
Canada,” Volume 1, has been produced by 
the Publications Section, Division of Build- 
ing Research, National Research C ouncil, 
Ottawa, Canada. 
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RESTRICTIVE PRACTICES 
Business and the Public Interest 


A STATEMENT issued by the 
Federation of British Industries 
about “restrictive business practices” 
emphasises that it is unwise to general- 
jse about them. After weighing up the 
arguments on both sides the Federation 
is convinced that serious harm could be 
done to productive industry, to national 
economy and therefore to the public 
interest if statutory action were to be 
based on some of the sweeping general- 
jsations that are made. 


The Federation favours a_ general 
system of competitive free enterprise, 
but believes, however, that in some 
industries and in some circumstances 
arrangements which limit competition 
do not operate against the public 
interest, and indeed benefit it. Whether 
this is so in any particular case depends 
upon the circumstances of the industry, 
the way in which the practice is operated 
and its effects. The Federation therefore 
recognises that a tribunal such as the 
Monopolies Commission provides a 
sensible method of arriving at judgments 
of the public interest in each case. 

The statement makes the following points: 


The public interest is varyingly interpreted 
in different circumstances and at different 
times. It embraces the interest of citizens not 
only as consumers but also as producers, 
who of course include workpeople; and 
it must take account of the need of the 
nation to build its prosperity upon the 
strength and success of its productive 
industry. 

Broad generalisations about this subject 
are unwise. One such generalisation is that 
if the removal of a practice would be likely 
to cause an immediate reduction in the price 
to the consumer of the article concerned, 
the practice is operating against the public 
interest. In the long term, however, the con- 
sumer’s interest is best served by his paying 
a price which enables the producer to 
operate at maximum efficiency, to offer 
dependable quality and service and to take 
advantage of new and improved methods 
of production. The consumer’s real interest 
in this respect is fundamentally the same 
as the public interest. 


CHECKS AND LIMITATIONS 


After defining the types of practice in 
question, the statement describes five 
inherent checks and limitations on the 
power of business agreements : competition 
from alternative materials or products ; 
competition for the consumer’s purse; 
competition from abroad; competition in 
export markets ; and the bargaining power 
of large buyers. 

The statement then discusses some of the 
reasons for agreements, and sums them up 
as follows: Arrangements between firms 
Which limit competition may help to create 
the element of stability which enables 
Tesources to be used with the maximum 
efficiency and the minimum waste. They 
May stimulate good quality and _ service. 
They may assist in the provision of funds 
for new capital equipment and help to 
cteate the atmosphere of confidence which 
1S necessary for expansion and _ greater 
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efficiency. The extent of these benefits will 
vary from case to case: but they need to 
be weighed against any evils, actual or 
apprehended, before any restrictive practice 
is judged. 


DISTRIBUTION ARRANGEMENTS 


On the subject of distribution arrange- 
ments, the statement:says : The distributor’s 
margin of profit is a payment for services 
renderec. The manufacturer is concerned 
to satisfy himself that the distributor is able 
and willing to render the service required, 
so that the product reaches the user in good 
condition and the demand for it is regular. 
This reasoning lies behind many arrange- 
ments between manufacturers and distribu- 
tors about the qualifications to be expected 
of, and the margins to be granted to, 
different types of distributors. For similar 
reasons price competition in distribution is 
often limited. A common form of this is 
“resale price maintenance,” whereby 
having decided the price at which his pro- 
duct is to be resold, the manufacturer 
requires his distributors to adhere to it. Such 
arrangements do not limit, indeed they often 
encourage, competition in the quality of the 
services rendered, in delivery and in sales- 
manship. Nor can it be assumed that they 
result over a period in higher prices. In 
so far as they contribute to high and steady 
sales and consequent economies in distribu- 
tion and manwfacture, they benefit the con- 
sumer. 

Much depends on the spirit in which 
agreements are administered and _ the 
methods used to enforce them. 


IMPROVEMENT OF OLD HOUSES 


National President Pledges Support for 
Government's Efforts 


SPEAKING at the half-yearly meeting of 
the South-Western Federation of 
Building Trades Employers, at Trowbridge, 
on Wednesday (June 22) Mr. Harvey G. 
Frost, Nationa! president, said that he 
gladly promised. the Government the full 
support of his Federation in the improve- 
ment of old houses and in slum clearance. 
“Both are important,” he declared, “ but 
the first particularly so because improve- 
ment works prevent houses from deteriora- 
ting to the point at which they become slums, 
and as my information indicates that many 
property owners are not yet fully aware of 
the financial help they can get from public 
funds I hope that members of the Federa- 
tion will bring the facts to their notice. 
“Both will require the help of building 
firms of all types and sizes and I know that 
I need not remind Mr. Sandys that the 
record years of slum clearance and rehous- 
ing before the war were also the years 
during which the provision of houses for 
sale and letting by free enterprise builders 
reached its peak. This, I hope, is another 
instance in which hijtory will repeat itself 
to the benefit of all concerned including the 
ratepayer and the taxpayer.” 








SMOG DETECTOR | 


Apparatus designed for detecting and 
measuring smoke and “smog” will be 
among exhibits at the British Instrument 
Industries Exhibition at Earls Court, SW5, 
from June 28 to July 9. 
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PEST INFESTATION 
RESEARCH 


Changing Background of Work 


[N “Pest Infestation 1954” published on 

May 27 by HMSO for DSIR (price 3s.), 
the Pest Infestation Research Board state 
that the background of work is changing. 
Bulk purchase of foodstuffs and Government 
ownership has largely disappeared. It is 
possible that, because of this, the quantity of 
grain and other foodstuffs held in store will 
decrease. With trading practice going back 
to pre-war conditions, there may be a much 
more rapid turnover. These changes would 
affect the relative importance of infestation 
problems on the research programme of the 
Pest Infestation Laboratory. 


One subject, however, is likely to keep to 
the fore. That is long-term research on the 
disinfestation and protection of grain held 
in bulk storage. It is impossible to forecast, 
states the report, when this country might 
want to store food on a large scale for a long 
time. If the necessity arose, the most com- 
plete scientific knowledge would be essential. 
Again, many countries in the Commonwealth 
are becoming more interested in long-term 
bulk storage for famine reserves. The 
laboratory is continually meeting new prob- 
lems or variations of old ones in this field. 


PHARAOH’S ANTS 


Controlling Pharaoh’s Ant. One of the 
most interesting trials carried out by the 
Insecticides Section was concerned with the 
control of Pharaoh’s ant. It took place at 
a tuberculosis sanatorium, where treatment 
of a single block had already been done by 
the laboratory. The aim of the trial was to 
discover whether similar treatment could be 
applied successfully to a whole network of 
buildings, including 17 wards. 


All the buildings were heavily infested 
with Pharaoh’s ants. Nests were in under- 
ground ducting between the wards, in 
cracked walls and ceilings, behind sinks and 
boilers and up chimneys and flues. Some 
ants were living outdoors and coming into 
the buildings to forage. 


Continuous bands of insecticide were 
painted along the base of all interior walls, 
around pipes, sinks, ovens and so on, in 
every room of the hospital. The treatment 
started at the upper and outer rooms, clear- 
ing the ants from the outside of the hospital 
towards the centre, so that they could not 
escape. A fog of insecticide was blown along 
the ducting to kill the ants there. What few 
nests remained where the ants could live 
without crossing insecticidal bands were 
dealt with by local treatment. Complete 
success was achieved for what would have 
been a total cost of about £75, including 
labour. 


Fumigation of HMS Victory. The report 
also describes the fumigation of HMS 
Victory with methyl bromide in an attempt 
to control the death-watch beetle whose 
attacks on the ship’s timbers have been the 
concern of the Forest Products Research 
Laboratory for some years. It is stated that 
the numbers of death-watch beetles found 
by the ship’s staff during the period of 
emergence following the fumigation have 
been much smaller than in previous years. 
A decision has yet to be taken whether or 
not to repeat the fumigation. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Slum Clearance 


»URING a debate on the social services 
in the Commons on June 14, two new 
members in maiden speeches drew attention 
to some of the difficulties confronting local 
authorities in dealing with the proposals for 
slum clearance. MR. FRANK ALLAUN Said 
that in Manchester an average of two houses 
collapsed every day because the walls were 
too old and tired to bear the strain of 
supporting the roofs any longer. In the 
adjoining city of Salford, part of which he 
represented, the housing conditions were 
worse. There were whole streets without 
landlords, who had left the houses in a 
shocking condition, and the only way to deal 
with the problem was to arrange that all the 
houses should be owned by the local 
authority. 

Mrs. Joyce BUTLER, referring to the pro- 
posals to deal with slum clearance, urged the 
Government to bear in mind, when they 
introduced their legislation, the real prob- 
lems of local authorities who were engaged 
in this work. Unless something was done by 
the Ministry to ease the problems of local 
authorities, particularly financial problems, 
the plans which Sir Anthony Eden had said 
they were being asked to prepare for sub- 
mission to the Ministry would remain but a 
dream. 


The subsidy arrangements under the 1954 
Act dealing with deferred demolition were 
the worst that had ever been made by a 
Ministry with a local authority. Under them 
the Government were prepared to pay 50 
per cent. of the interest on loans on the 
purchase price of houses, and the local 
authority had to meet the other 50 per cent. 
While it was true that the Exchequer was 
prepared to pay £3 a house a year it would 
do so for 15 years, although the loan period 
was for 60 years. 

The local authorities who had the biggest 
slum clearance problems were those with 
the biggest housing responsibilities, and the 
biggest financial commitments on housing. 
Where there was need for slum clearance 
there was invariably a surplus of population 
to. be housed, Again the authorities con- 
cerned with slum clearance were those who 
had little or no vacant land on which to 
house the surplus population cleared by 
slum clearance. 

Mr. SIMON MAHON, also a newcomer, in a 
maiden speech, said the House should try 
to make housing the great social service it 
was in the country of social service, which 
was the envy of the world. Local authorities 
should be given money at a more reasonable 
rate. 


“CONTROLS NEEDED” 


During the closing stages of the debate 
on the Address on June 16, Mr. HuGu 
GAITSKELL, who moved the Opposition 
amendment regretting the Government’s 
economic policy, suggested that some con- 
trols would be needed if the policy of build- 
ing houses to clear the slums was to be 
carried out. He said that local authorities 
now had under construction 40,000 fewer 
permanent houses compared with 12 months 
ago, and most of that fall was fairly recent. 
At the end of March, 1954, the figure was 
187,000, but it was only 147,000 at the end 
of March, 1955. 


THE BUILDER 


BRIGADIER TERENCE CLARKE: What about 
951? 


Mr. GAITSKELL said that it was easy to 
say that. He could spend much time in 
explaining why building had increased. It 
was mainly because there were 70,000 or 
80,000 fewer workers engaged on repair 
work. In Leeds the city council was being 
prevented by the central Government from 
building as many houses as it wanted. The 
number had been reduced from 3,000 to 
2,000, and labour was being lost from the 
building sites. 

The answer of the Government was that 
it would not be possible to build those 
houses. It would not be possible to build 
them, Mr. Gaitskell contended, because of 
the immensely high competing claims of 
private building. This was a matter to which 
the Government must give attention. 
because, in constituencies like his, housing 
continued to be about the most serious 
problem affecting the ordinary people. 

Mr. R. A. BUTLER, Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, dealing with’ credit restrictions and 
investment policy, said that the prosperity 
of the economy was being maintained. The 
area of new factory space approved for 
manufacturing industry in the first quarter 
of 1955 was the greatest for any quarter 
since the war, and about two-thirds higher 
than a year ago. Completions in the final 
quarter of 1954 were slightly down on the 
same quarter in 1953, but the area of new 
factories started was nearly two-thirds 
higher. For the year as a whole comple- 
tions were up by 17 per cent. and starts by 
45 per cent., which was nearly half and 
indicated that considerable progress could be 
reported. 

Mr. THOMAS HuBBarRD asked what had 
been the effect of the Government’s housing 
policy in conjunction with their monetary 
policy? It was all very well for the Chan- 
cellor to increase Bank rate to curb expendi- 
ture on the home market and at the same 
time tell local authorities to build more 
houses, the immediate effect of which was 
to increase the cost of production. Every 
time Bank rate went up the interest rate of 
the Public Works Loans Board was in- 
creased. 

The Opposition amendment was rejected 
by 339 votes to 258, giving the Government 
a majority in the first division of the new 
Parliament of 81. The motion for an 
Address was agreed to without a division. 


Level Tendering Referred to 
Monopolies Commission 


HE PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD OF TRADE 
announced to the House of Commons 
on June 16 that he had decided to send to 
the Monopolies Commission a_ further 
general reference under Section 15 of the 
Monopolies Act covering common prices 
and level tendering, both of which, he said, 
had been much in the public mind in recent 
months. 

This is the second such reference by Mr. 
Thorneycroft, the first, covering practices 
which prevailed throughout industry 
generally, being made in July, 1952. A re- 
port on that inquiry has, as the Prime 
Minister announced on June 9, already been 
received, and will soon be published. 

In addition to this action Mr. Thorney- 
croft also informed the House that he in- 
tended to make a number of individual 
references soon, one of which related to the 
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supply of steel frames for buildings ang 
another to electrical street lighting. Among 
the matters now being investigated by the 
Commission are, the President stated, the 
supply of standard metal windows and doo 
and the supply in central Scotland of sang 
and gravel suitable for building and ciyj 
engineering purposes. 

Mr. Thorneycroft was replying to a num. 
ber of questions on this subject, some of 
which related to the supply of cement. He 
was also asked what representations he had 
received from local authorities about 
identical tenders received by them for , 
variety of materials for building and other 
purposes. One of the questions enumer. 
ated the materials, in addition to cement, as 
chain link fencing, bolts, nuts and washer. 
wire nails, sheet lead, pipes and traps, gal- 
vanised metal windows, standard metal wip. 
dows and doors, road tar, bitumen emulsion 
and precast concrete goods. 

Miss ELAINE BurRTON said that price fix. 
ing behind closed doors was causing great 
anxiety to local authorities, and asked if the 
President would be prepared to remit to the 
commission evidence submitted by local 
authorities. 

Mr. THORNEYCROFT said that it would kk 
open to local authorities to give evidence 
before the Commission. 

Mr. GEORGE STRAUSS, a former Minister 
of Supply, said that the major concerns in 
the steel industry involved in the structural 
frames aspect were under public ownership 
before denationalisation, and suggested that 
it would have been unnecessary to have 
referred that industry if the Government had 
not denationalised it. 

Mr. THORNEYCROFT said that he did not 
think that was so. These practices had 
been going on for a considerable time. He 
expressed no judgment one way or the other 
whether they were right or wrong or in the 
national interest. The question of owner 
ship did not arise: the question was whether 
the practices were in the national interes, 
and that was a sensible one for the com- 
mission to investigate. 

Mr. Strauss Said that if the firms were 
under public ownership the Government 
could give directions about the practices 
they pursued in ‘the public interest. 

Mr. THORNEYCROFT said that he hardly 
thought it would be wise to nationalise on 
a vast scale so that directions on such con- 
plex matters should be issued by Gover- 
ment departments. 

Mr. ATTLEE asked whether it had not 
been unwise to denationalise the steel indus- 
try in view of the result. 

Mr. THORNEYCROFT said that it was doubt- 
ful whether any of those firms were evér 
nationalised. 

Mr. RICHARD STOKES suggested that the 
difficulty of similar prices—and there was 
something to be said for them to sa 
labour—could be overcome by _ insisting 
that when they were put in they should be 
accompanied by a cost certificate declaring 
the amount of profit made on the job, and 
if anything beyond an agreed profit Ww 
made that amount should be deducted from 
the contract. 

Mr. THORNEYCROFT said that Mr. Stokes 
had put forward a suggestion which fitted 
into this vast and complicated picture 0 
common prices and level tendering. Becal* 
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ence to the commission so that they could 
advise on points like that. 


STRUCTURAL STEEL PRICES 


The Opposition made further attempts to 
get the Government to deal with the ques- 
tion of price fixing and common tendering 
at question time on June 20. 

Mr. GEORGE CHETWYND asked the 
Minister of Supply if he would direct the 
Iron and Steel Board to make an inquiry 
into the practice of steel firms quoting 
identical prices for structural steel tenders. 


Mr. ERROLL, Parliamentary Secretary, 
Ministry of Supply, said that the point was 
covered by Mr. Thorneycroft’s statement on 
June 16. 

Mr. CHETWYND asked why it was neces- 
sary to have to wait for two or three years 
before a report was presented, and another 
year before Government action was taken, 
when under nationalisation the Minister 
could have given directions. The board 
was a complete sham and meant to do 
nothing at all. 

Mr. ERROLL said that the Minister could 
not give directions because the production 
of structural steel was outside the purview 
of the Iron and Steel Board, and it was 
appropriate for the Monopolies Commis- 
sion to deal with it. 

Mr. GEORGE STRAUSS said that at least 
four or five of the leading firms making struc- 
tural steel had been nationalised, and four 
of them had quoted identical tenders to the 
LCC. Under nationalisation the Minister 
would have had an opportunity and a right 
to give such directions as he wanted, urging 
them not to carry out such anti-social 
activities and exploit the public. De- 
nationalisation had prevented the Govern- 
ment from interfering with these practices. 

Mr. ErRROLL said that Mr. Strauss had 
had an opportunity of investigating these 
matters for himself, but he was not inter- 
ested. 

Mr. CHETWYND asked the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer if he would direct the Iron 
and Steel Holding and Realisation Agency 
to forbid companies whose shares it held 
from taking part in price-fixing rings. 

Mr. BROOKE, Financial Secretary to the 
Treasury, said that these companies, in 
common with the companies returned to 
private ownership, were members of a 
wide range of trade associations. If Mr. 
Chetwynd had evidence of abuses or 
undesirable practices he would bring it to 
the attention of the President of the Board 
of Trade with a view to consideration for 
reference to the Monopolies Commission. 

MR. CHETWYND asked whether there was 
not clear evidence that these firms were 
engaged in price fixing and common 
tendering. Why should they have to go 
through the rigmarole of the Monopolies 
Commission, taking two or three years, 
when by a simple action the Chanceilor of 
the Exchequer could forbid the practices 
immediately. 

Mr. BROOKE said that it was not a rig- 
marole. Mr. Thorneycroft had referred 
the matter to the commission to get a 
Teport on whether certain aspects of the 
Practices were desirable or otherwise. It 
would be wrong to prejudge the question. 

MR. Strauss asked if that meant that in 
the opinion of the Government there were 
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no abuses in these practi:es and that they 
were happy to let them continue for a year 
or two until the commission reported, but 
in the meantime were not. prepared to take 
any action. 

Mr. BROOKE said that fe knew of no 
practices which were extant among the 
companies which did not. exist when Mr. 
Strauss was Minister of Supply. It would 
be absolutely wrong for the Government to 
do anything to prejudge the present refer- 
ence to the commission. 


TRANSFER TO BOARI) OF TRADE 


Changes in Ministerial responsibility for 
the iron and steel and engineering indus- 
tries were announced by the Prime Minister 
on June 14. 


Sir ANTHONY EDEN said that after con- 
sultations with both sides of the industries 
concerned the Government had decided to 
transfer to the Board of Trade the responsi- 
bilities hitherto exercised by the Ministry 
of Supply in relation to the iron and steel, 
non-ferrous and engineering. industries. The 
change would take place in. about a month. 
The Minister of Supply would continue to 
exercise his responsibility for the aircraft 
and light metal industries. The object of 
the arrangement would be to enable the 
Board of Trade to deal with that aspect of 
those industries which was growing larger 
—the export side. i 


The Rating and Valuation Bill 


THE first piece of Government legisla- 
tion in the new Parliament to be 
considered by the Commons was the Rating 
and Valuation (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Bill, which came up for second reading on 
June 17. This Bill had been introduced 
and given a second reading in the dying 
stages of the last Parliament, but made no 
further progress because of the dissolution. 
As this measure is largely to operate some 
parts of the rating and valuation processes 
envisaged in the Local Government Act, 
1948, its early reintroduction was expected, 
especially as it will come into effect in 
April next year. f 
Mr. DuncAN Sanpys, Minister of Housing 
and Local Governmen‘, in moving the 
second reading, was as much at pains to 
explain what the Bill dicl not do as what it 
did. This explanation was mainly to clear 
up misunderstandings which seem to. have 
arisen about some of its intentions. He 
said that the Bill did not in any important 
way affect the basis of valuation, had 
nothing to do with the rating of site values, 
did not deal with the equalisation grant or 
affect its basis, nor touch the controversial 
question of re-rating of industry or agri- 
culture, or alter the distribution of rate 
burden between different classes of property. 
Yet it was mostly from one or more of 
those aspects of the question, particularly 
in relation to the effect on local government, 
that members viewed the contents of the 
Bill. It was frequently damned with faint 
praise by Conservative speakers and con- 
demned out of hand by the Opposition. 
The Minister described the Bill as a 
“ tidying-up measure” before the new 
valuations could take place. One most 
important change was the proposed aboli- 
tion of draft valuation lists, which was 
included in the provisions designed to bring 
simplification and clarification to the system 


1045 


of appeals against rating. This would save 
the ratepayers from the anxiety-of finding 
that their assessments had been greatly in- 
creased as they would be because it was 
more than 20 years since the last valuation 
was made. Because of the change in the 
value of money there would be substantial 
increases in the assessments on property, 
even on some dwelling-houses. 

The ratepayer would know precisely what 
the effect of the changes would be before 
deciding whether to lodge an appeal against 
the assessment. Another advantage was 
that the appeal machinery would not be 
clogged. If assessments were increased 
without the ratepayers knowing to what 
extent the rate poundage was to be put 
into operation to offset it, thousands would 
appeal. After all, the Minister explained, 
what mattered to the individual ratepayer 
“is not the rate poundage, or the assess- 
ment, but the combination of both, which 
determines how much he has to pay.” 

After considerable debate the Bill was 
read a second time. 


BOOK 


BUILDING CONSTRUCTION (Omnibus Edition). 
By W. B. McKay, MScTech, MIStructE. 
(London: Longmans, Green & Co.) 
Price 45s. 

THIS EDITION of Mr. McKay’s well-known 
works on building construction comprises 
the three volumes in one, with illustrations 
by the author. Many requests had been 
received for an omnibus edition, especially 
from students who had completed their 
courses and who desired to have the three 
volumes in a convenient form for reference. 
It was considered that this was an opportune 
time to meet these requests, as the third edi- 
tion of Volume I had just been issued. 

The new one-volume edition, bound in a 
serviceable stiff cloth cover. contains the 
most recent emendations of the previous 
editions, and a general index has been pro- 
vided. New building materials and tech- 
niques have raised several problems in 
recent years for the teacher of building con- 
struction. one of these being to decide which 
are suitable for acceptance for class instruc- 
tion: another. to assess the extent to which 
older methods and materials have been 
superseded. However. new materials have 
been applied with varying success, and cer- 
tain well-tried traditional materials are still 
the most popular choice, 

Consequently, the building industry is still 
requiring a knowledge of sound construction 
based on long-established principles, and it 
has not been considered necessary to make 
substantial changes in this new edition of 
a book dealing with fundamentals. Several 
emendations have been made to the text, 
and details modified in the illustrations. In 
addition. a brief description has been added 
of the more important portable power tools 
which have recently been developed. 

In its new form the work is a very useful 
addition to the office library, and so firmly 
established is its position among schools 
and the industry as an authoritative refer- 
ence on building construction that this very 
fact constitutes a hallmark of worthiness in 
itself. 

The original three volumes, with their 
limp covers, will continue to be published 
separately. 
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CONTRAVENTION OF 
FACTORY ACT 


Main Contractors Held Responsible 


THE magistrate at Bow Street (Mr. R. H. 

Blundell) had to decide on June 17 
whether the building contractors, George 
Wimpey and Co., Ltd., of Hammersmith 
Grove, Hammersmith, or their nominated 
electrical contractors, Berkeley Engineering 
Co., Ltd., Vincent House, Vincent-square, 
Westminster, were responsible for a happen- 
ing which resulted in the death of a man. 

Wimpeys were summoned for, being per- 
sons undertaking building operations within 
the meaning of the Factory Act, contraven- 
ing Reg. 2 by not having the metal cap of 
a screw cap lamp covered with insulating 
material and protected where necessary to 
prevent danger, and so placed and safe- 
guarded as was reasonably practicable to 
prevent danger, as a result of which con- 
travention Henry Martin suffered shock 
and died. 

There was a summons against Berkeley 
Engineering Co., Ltd. as the actual 
offenders. 

Miss P. M. VICKERS, prosecuting, said 
Wimpeys were building at Haymarket 
House, Haymarket, and Berkeleys were the 
nominated electrical contractors. John 
Martin, one of Wimpey’s employees, was 
at work in a lift shaft, “ chipping” the in- 
side of a doorway. A bricklayer working 
above heard Martin scream, ran down, and 
found him crouched on the top of the lift, 
clutching an electrical lamp. The man 
tried to pull Martin away but got a shock. 
Finally, the current was cut off, and 
Martin was taken to hospital, but died on 
the way. 


Miss Vickers explained that rubber cable, 
with lamps at intervals, was used for light- 
ing the lift shaft. The bulbs were of the 
screw type, and it was found that part of 
the screw cap of the bulb Martin was hold- 
ing was uncovered, that the holder, a pin 
type, had been put on the wrong way 
round according to polarity, and that the 
unprotected part of the bulb screw was act- 
ing as a conductor. 

It might be suggested, said Miss Vickers, 
that rubber rings were given out with the 
lamps, but there was always the danger 
someone would remove the lamp and ring, 
and that someone would put in another 
lamp without a ring. That is what seemed 
to have happened in this case. The only 


safe way was to use a holder with 
a “protecting skirt.” 
The prosecution’s second point, Miss 


Vickers went on, was that the lamp was not 
safely out of reach. It was draped over 
the lift door, and was hanging on a piece 
of wire. 


WITNESSES’ EVIDENCE 


Witnesses called included James HICKEY 
and WILLIAM JAMES STURGESS, storekeepers 
employed on the job by Wimpeys. Both 
said they had bulbs in store, but no rubber 
rings. 

THE MAGISTRATE asked Sturgess: “ Did 
anyone say anything to you about rubber 
rings? ” 

SturGEss: “An electrician showed me 
one and told me not to throw any away, 
but that was the only one I saw.” 
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JosEPH WATSON, who had been general 
foreman at the time of the accident, said 
the initial temporary electrical work was 
done by another firm ‘before Berkeleys 
commenced work. 

ALFRED JOHN Tuck, chief supervising 
engineer to Berkeleys, said his firm had the 
contract for the wiring, and this was sub- 
ject to 24 per cent. They did other work, 
on day work rates, if instructed, but this 
was charged up separately. Before the 
accident no one was employed specially on 
maintenance work, but the day after the 
accident Wimpeys instructed him to put a 
man and mate on maintenance as a whole- 
time job. 

Mr. MicwHaEL Hoare, for Berkeleys, 
submitted he had no case to answer. The 
accident happened ‘because someone took a 
bulb with a rubber ring out and someone 
else put one in without a ring. 

“T am not employed to be a sort of 
policeman to watch what happens at every 
lamp,” he said, and added that the holders 


had been used by Wimpeys before 
Berkeleys began work there. Berkeleys 
had the installation contract, and were 


responsible under that contract, but there 
was nothing in the contract about main- 
tenance, and this was paid for separately. 

Mr. May submitted that Wimpeys had 
shown every diligence and that their 
nominated contractors were responsible. 

THE MAGISTRATE held that Berkeley 
Engineering Co., Ltd., had committed no 
offence at all, and that the case against 
Wimpeys was proved. 

Wimpeys were fined £10 and ordered to 
pay £10 10s. costs. The summons against 
Berkeleys was dismissed, and Wimpeys were 
ordered to pay them £10 10s. costs. 


TOO MANY HOUSES 
IN THE USA? 


American Bankers’ Fears 


N the United States there is some 
anxiety about the dangers of build- 
ing too many houses. According to the 
monthly letter of the First National City 
Bank, with the coming of -spring, the 
house-building industry, after a record- 
breaking winter, is heading into what is 
normally its biggest season with all flags 
flying. The following extracts from the 
views voiced by American bankers show 
the red light. 

Many _ responsible observers are 
troubled by the current rate of building 
and the easy terms of financing. In a 
recent statement, the Joint Committee on 
Economic Policy of the Life Insurance 
Association of America and the Ameri- 
can Life Convention, composed of life 
insurance company presidents and repre- 
senting institutions which have been 
heavy lenders on home _ mortgages, 
expressed concern that “at the current 
very high rate the residential construc- 
tion industry is drawing on future 
demand.” The committee recommended 
that measures “be taken promptly by 
Government and private groups to 
dampen down the boom in housing,” due 
basically, it was charged, to “ excessively 
easy credit.” 

Voicing similar misgivings, Homer J. 
Livingston, president of the American 
Bankers Association, in a recent address, 
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warned: “No one is competent to say 
that the spread at present between the 
formation of households at the rate of 
600,000 a year and new private housing 
starts at the (January, 1955) rate of 
1,424,000 a year is a safe and sound mar- 
gin. But it does not seem reasonable that 
we can forever continue building housing 
units annually at the rate of 800,000 in 
excess of the number of households 
formed.” 


“ MUSICAL CHAIRS” 


It is, however, recognised that there 
are new factors exerting a strong influ- 
ence on housebuilding. What has been 
happening was aptly described in the 
report of a recent round-table discussion 
sponsored by the “ House and Home” 
magazine and including :17 of the 21 
members of the President’s Advisory 
Committee on Housing Policy. The 
report concluded: “ By building 500,000 
more good new homes this year than 
America needs to keep pace with popu- 
lation growth, we are enabling millions 
of families to play musical chairs and 
each move to a better home. The con- 
tinuation of this upgrading will ulti- 
mately make it possible for many, many 
thousands of families to move out of the 
slums and make it possible to demolish 
many thousands of sub-standard units.” 

This national game of “musical chairs” 
is the result of many factors, including 
the high birth-rate and income levels, 
and the easy availability of mortgages. 

The appearance of the second, third, 
or fourth child in an increasingly large 
number of families has made small 
homes and apartments inadequate. Also, 
the rising level of real income and living 
standards has encouraged undoubling of 
family units and made people dissatisfied 
with their present living quarters—in 
many cases old-fashioned and ill-suited 
to modern conditions. Probably never 
before has the building industry made 
such great strides in offering a package of 
attractive design and convenient layout. 
This is playing a big part in stimulating 
demand. 

There is the mass trek to the suburbs, 
and great shifts of population in the 
opening up of new industrial regions and 
in the development of new highways are 
noted. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 
Iron and Steel Scrap Prices 


THe MINISTER OF Supply, Mr. Reginald 
Maudling, after consultation with the Iron 
and Steel Board, has made an Order increas- 
ing the controlled prices of iron and steel 
scrap to allow for the rise in rail freight 
charges. The increases under the Order, 
which is effective as from June 8, range 
from 6d. per ton to 3s. 3d. per ton. 


CLEANING RUBBER FLOORS 

A leaflet entitled “The Care and Treat- 
ment of Rubber Flooring,” issued by the 
British Rubber Development Board, recom- 
mends the use of mild soap and water 
applied with cloth or mop for normal clean- 
ing, describes the type of polish to use, and 
lists those cleaners which can be harmful. 
Copies, free, from the Board at Market 
Buildings, Mark-lane, EC3. 
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INQUIRY BUREAU 


Dampness in New House 


Q.—Can you help me with a problem | 
have with a house I had built in 1952? 
Soon after we moved in we found that con- 
siderable moisture was entering around the 
door and window frames after heavy rain. 
The builder was consulted and he finally 
admitted that he had left out the vertical 
damp-proof courses around all door and 
window frames. We agreed that the 
moisture was not entering between the brick- 
work and wooden frames as these had been 
sealed with mastic. The type of facing 
brick used is quite a porous type (i.e.. Ockley 
double-diamond). 

I have tried coating the whole of the out- 
side walls with a liquid specially designed 
for the purpose of stopping water penetrat- 
ing the bricks, but it is not very effective. 

My alternatives now appear to be either 
to render the outside brickwork with a 
waterproof coating or, alternatively, to cut 
into the cavities on the inside of the window 
frames and insert the vertical damp-proof 
course. 

I am loth to do the former as I paid 
extra money to have good-appearance facing 
bricks which would thus get covered by the 
waterproof rendering. 

Can you please tell me if there are any 
mechanical tools suitable for cutting into the 
cavity walls, as to do it with a cold chisel 
would be a slow and laborious business, and 
is it possible to hire such tools? 

G:- FE 5. 


A—The condition described is most 
unfortunate and, indeed, should never have 
existed. The chief function of cavity wall 
construction is to provide a barrier between 
the outer skin or walls and the inner skin. 
Sealing the cavities at the reveals of the door 
and window openings in the manner indi- 
cated completely defeats the object. 

Any attempt to treat the external surface 
of the walls with one of the many water- 
proofing liquids, even if it effected a cure, 
could only be considered a_ temporary 
measure and one that would require further 
treatment at intervals of two or three years. 

Rendering would provide an effective cure, 
but, as is stated, this would for all time 
finish the facing as facing bricks, and I agree 
that it would be a great mistake to treat the 
brickwork in this way. 

With these facts in mind there is only 
one alternative, and that is to put in the 
damp-proof course that has been left out, 
and there seems little to choose between 
cutting a chase on the inside or removing 
the bricks around the opening from the out- 
side. If, as the letter suggests, it is the 
intention of your correspondent to do the 
work himself, I am of the opinion that it 
would be easier to work from the inside. 
If, however, it is decided to call in a builder, 
then I would suggest the treatment to the 
reveals be carried out by cutting away the 
bricks around the opening, inserting the 
dampcourse and rebuilding the reveals. 
This, of course, would mean supporting the 
brickwork spanning the openings which 
would normally be partially supported by 
such reveal bricks. 

As to the cutting away from the inside, 
my guess is that if the builder is irrespon- 
sible enough to leave out the damp-proof 
course then you will not find the brickwork 
around the reveals very solid and as such 
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would hardly justify the use of a mechanical 
aid. Should, however, I be wrong in my 
assumption, then there is an excellent little 
electric hammer marketed which would be 
of considerable help. (The name and 
address of a proprietary product has been 
sent to the inquirer.) Unfortunately, I am 
unable to suggest any firm who loans out 
small tools of this nature. Large equip- 
ment is hired out as a normal procedure, 
but these small tools, because of varying 
voltages and easy mis-use, are rather 
frowned upon. 

I feel I must add that the responsibility 
of the work your correspondent is now faced 
with is the builder’s, and I would use every- 
thing in my power to make him face his 
responsibilities. H. O. D. 


Dampness Through Chimney Stack 


Q.—My house of 1933 construction has 
a chimney stack from the domestic boiler 
which persistently lets rain into the bedroom 
ceiling and wall. 

Action taken by the builders so far, is 
to readjust or replace lead work at the 
base of the stack where it joins the roof ; 
to reline the stack and replace the soakers. 
These operations have been done over a 
period of three years, but have had no 
effect. 

My own opinion is that the water is 
getting down the outside of the stack past 
the tiles, and so percolating through the 
bedroom wall and ceiling. If so, then it 
could surely be stopped by a rendering of 
cement or tiles and cement around the 
base of the stack ? I have seen such work 
on houses, although why some should be 
treated in this way and others have lead 
flashings, | am not sure. It seems extra- 
ordinary that the leak cannot be cured and 
there may be something exceptional to cope 
with. The last builder suggested a new 
chimney stack altogether, but I can’t think 
that this is necessary. 

Would you give me your opinion, please. 

A; RoE: 


A.—Since from the information given a 
number of attempts have been made to cure 
the dampness from the outside without 
success, I am rather inclined to think that 
rain entering in from the roof and stack 
junction is not the source of the trouble. 
Lead soakers and/or flashings and the junc- 
tion together with an efficient damp-proof 
course should look after any possible entry 
of rain at that point. 

Domestic boiler flues present problems 
that have received the attention of the 
Building Research Station for many years, 
chief of which is condensation. With ordin- 
ary open fires the products of combustion, 
including the water vapour in the gases, 
pass out through to chimney before any 
harm is done to the flue structure, but this 
is often not so with slow burning stoves, 
such as the one described. With slow burn- 
ing stoves, particularly those being served 
by an independent flue built on the outside 
of the building, the water-laden flue gases 
will condense inside the flue, adhere to the 
surface and subsequently penetrate into the 
interior of the building. It should also be 
noted that during periods of rain and humid 
air conditions the amount of condensation 
will be accentuated. 

With this in mind, I am of the opinion 
that the rebuilding of the chimney stack, 
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to include salt-glazed flue linings. is the 
answer to the problem. I should also like 
to recommend the reading of Building 
Digest No. 60, obtainable from HM Station- 
ery Office, price 3d., which gives in detail 
the symptoms of the defects likely to occur 
in domestic boiler flues. I further suggest 
that your correspondent obtains from the 
local library a copy of any standard text 
book on building construction, which will 
give details of construction for treatment of 
chimney stacks. H. O. D. 


A Question of Fees 


Q.—A plot of dand was in the ownership 
of two persons A and B; both had selected 
the same architect to prepare plans and 
specifications and receive tenders for the 
erection of detached houses on their respec- 
tive plots. In due course A and B decided 
not to proceed with the erection of the 
houses. 

X decides to purchase both plots and to 
erect one house on the land. Whilst in the 
process of purchase X is informed that in 
addition to the price of the land he must 
pay the architect the nominal sum of £50 
per plot for preparing plans and specifica- 
tions for the original owner, and should he 
wish to select his own architect to carry out 
the design for his own house then X must 
pay the former owner’s architect the full two- 
thirds fee as laid down by the RIBA Scale 
of Professional Charges amounting to 
approximately £240 for Plot A and the same 
for Plot B. These plots are the only ones 
available in the area, and X has nearly com- 
pleted the transaction but has not yet signed 
any documents agreeing to the payment of 
the architect's fees. Could you please 
advise whether :— 


(a) the architect’s fees demanded should 
be borne by the original owners as 
the plans and specifications pre- 
pared for them are still in their 
possession and are of no value to X; 


(b) the architect is justified in asking X 
for a nominal sum of £100 (£50 per 
plot) when he has not executed any 
work for X, and charging him full 
fees for preparation of new plans 
and specifications to X’s require- 
ments at a later date; 


(c) if X completes the purchase of the 
land, has he sufficient grounds te 
refuse the payment of such fees te 
the architect, bearing in mind that 
X has not agreed in writing to meet 
the demand; 


(d) the architect has broken or con- 
travened the RIBA code of profes- 
sional conduct by allowing himself 
to become a party to what appears 
to be an unusual form of trans- 
action, and would this also apply 
to the solicitors acting on behalf of 
A and B? CURIOUS. 


A.—It is quite clear (writes a_ legal 
correspondent) that the architect in this case 
has no claim whatever against X for the 
professional services which he rendered to 
A and B, since there was no contract for 
such services between X and the architect. 
The services actually rendered by the archi- 
tect did not, as it happened, result in any 
benefit to the land by the erection of houses; 
but even if the houses had been built, I 
think the absence of any contract between 
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X and the architect would be fatal to the 
architect’s claim. 

It would be quite legitimate for X to 
agree with A and B, as part of the con- 
sideration for the purchase of the land, to 
enter into the proposed arrangements for 
the benefit of the architect. But any such 
agreement would need to be evidenced in 
writing in order to conform with the require- 
ments of section 40 of the Law of Property 
Act. 1925, with regard to contracts for the 
sale of land; even had this been done, some 
special conveyancing provisions would be 
needed in order to enable the proposed 
arrangements to be enforced by the archi- 
tect as a third party, 

The answer to question (a) is, therefore, 
“Yes”; to question (b) “No”; and to 
question (c) “Yes.” As regards question 
(d), I do not think that the unusual nature 
of the proposed arrangements necessarily 
involves a breach of the relevant codes of 
professional conduct, but there may be 
other circumstances—not disclosed in the 
question—which would have to be taken 
into consideration. Asie 2. 


Rusty Water from Domestic Boiler 


Q.—If we allow the water in our domestic 
boiler to boil for long it comes out full of 
rust, if we just heat the water the rust is not 
stirred up, but, at the same time, if the rust 
remains in the boiler it is a constant threat 
and no doubt in time will cause further 
trouble. 

The rust comes through all the household 
pipes when active and [ fear they will in 
time cause trouble, too. Do you know of 
any remedy, short of getting a new boiler? 
The district water supply is certainly very 
safe. The boiler has been in use 18 years 
and has given no trouble until the past year. 

W. J. F. 


A.—From the information supplied three 
contributory factors emerge: (1) the degree 
to which the water is aggressive to the mate- 
rials used. (2) Lack of maintenance or 
cleaning out of the boiler and system. (3) 
Allowing the water in the system to boil. 

The degree to which the water is aggres- 
sive cannot be estimated without detailed 
inspection. Reference has only been made 
to the boiler, but if the pipes are of mild 
steel] it is probable that they have suffered 
more from corrosive attack than the boiler 
itself. Cast iron is by comparison fairly 
resistant to corrosion. 

If the pipes and/or boiler have suffered 
seriously from corrosive attack then the local 
water authority should be consulted as to 
the most suitable material to use. However, 
as the system has been in use for 18 years, 
presumably without attention or overhaul, it 
does not seem likely that the boiler has been 
seriously attacked. 

It is probable that rust has built up in 
the form of a sediment in the bottom of the 
boiler, to the extent of reaching the return 
pipe connection. A vigorous circulation 
aided by the agitation due to boiling would 
carry the rust into suspension. This could 
be harmful to the rest of the system, rust 
deposited in the pipes could start electro- 
lythic action (copper tubing can be broken 
down by rust deposit). 

At the present time it may well be that 
nothing more serious than the cleaning out 
of the boiler and system is required. This 
can be done by first draining the system 
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through the drain cock on the boiler and then 
removing the mud or cleaning doors on the 
boiler. It is almost certain that in removing 
the doors the gaskets will be damaged and 
require renewing. These should be ready 
to hand. Suitable material can be purchased 
from a local builders’ merchant. If your 
correspondent does not feel confident to 
tackle the job the services of a plumber 
should be obtained to clean out and inspect 
the system. 

For his future guidance your correspond- 
ent would be well advised to avoid boiling 
the water as apart from any other adverse 
effects it may have it is extravagant on fuel; 
increasing both pipe and flue heat losses. 
Water is seldom required at above 140 
degrees F. for domestic use, and a reasonable 
maximum boiler temperature would be in the 
region of 160 degrees F. More careful ad- 
justment of the draught regulator or damper 
should achieve this. The term “ boiler” is 
in most cases a misnomer. Water-heating 
appliance would be more technically correct. 

S:4. 


Painting Hot Water Pipes 

Q.—Could you teil me which is the best 
kind of paint to use for painting hot-water 
pipes and radiators? B. L. 

A.—It used to be considered that some 
form of matt finish was preferable for the 
decoration of hot-water radiators and pipes. 
It has, however, now been ascertained by 
scientific research that a glossy finish gives 
the best emissivity for heat conductivity. 
Whilst metallic paints are not so good for 
this purpose they can be almost equally 
effective if the metallic paint is given two 
coats of varnish to provide a glossy finish. 
In brief, a glossy finish paint is far better 
than a matt finish. SD. 


DIRECT LABOUR AT SALFORD 
Corporation's New Scheme 


N June 20, Salford Corporation, with 
Ministry sanction, started on a new 
scheme for carrying out corporation build- 
ing work by direct labour, perhaps on a 
“ profit-sharing ” basis. 

Basing its estimates on what private con- 
tractors have been charging for adding baths 
and hot-water systems to certain corporation 
houses on the Seaford-road Estate, the 
corporation’s direct works department is to 
do similar work at the remaining 125 houses 
on the estate. 

Work on the 70 houses scheduled for 
immediate attention is expected to cost 
£18,000. 

Regarding extra labour for the work. 
CLLR. BERNARD BURCHILL. committee chair- 
man, stated on June 15 that several “ off 
the record” talks with officials of the trade 
unions concerned had resulted in agreements 
for the operatives not only to receive weekly 
bonuses but to share in any profits as 
shown between the actual cost of the work 
and prices usually charged by private firms. 

The basis for making the share-out would 
be about 60 per cent. for the Corpora- 
tion and 40 per cent. for the men. 

“If we do make a real success of the 
plan, as we are confident we shall, we shall 
plan to take on bigger and bigger jobs for 
the corporation by sending in tenders to 
compete with any which may be sent in 
by private firms,” Mr. Burchill added. 


June 24 1955 


DONCASTER BUILDING 
EXHIBITION 


Students’ Work to be Shown 


MANY aspects of Britain’s building in. 
dustry, including research and ney 
developments, will be featured at the Don. 
caster and District Building Exhibition to 
be opened by Sir Harold Emmerson, Perma- 
nent Secretary, Ministry of Works, at the 
Technical College, St. George’s Gate, Don. 
caster, on July 11. 

The exhibition, which is sponsored by the 
Doncaster and District Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Employers, and supported by the 
Doncaster Technical College, the Doncaster 
Guild of Building and the Ministry of 
Works, will remain open until July 16. 

The Building Department at the College 
will have displays showing various aspects 
of students’ work during the past 12 months, 
Films on building will be given at regular 
intervals. The Doncaster School of Art will 
also have displays of painting and decorating 
work carried out by the students. 

During the week students from the Tech- 
nical Colleges at Doncaster, Scunthorpe, 
Worksop, Sheffield, Rotherham, Barnsley 
and Mexborough will compete in various 
projects including brickwork, plumbing, 
plastering, painting and decorating, and 
woodworking machinery. Prizes will be 
awarded. 

About 40 firms in the district will be show- 
ing plant and equipment, while the allied 
trade and professional associations, together 
with the departments of the borough sur- 
veyor and water engineer, and the borough 
architect and estate surveyor will display 
drawings, models and photographs. 

A stand, ‘“‘ Teamwork in Building,” by the 
Ministry of Works, will show how efficient 
building depends on the collaboration by all 
concerned in the work. 

Demonstrations and exhibits are also 
being presented by the East Midlands Gas 
Board, the Yorkshire Electricity Board, and 
the National Coal Board. Other stands will 
show the possibilities and scope open to new 
entrants to the building industry. 


FAILURE TO TAKE SAFETY 


PRECAUTIONS 
Builders Fined £15 


For FAILING to provide guard rails and 
toe boards on the side of a working platform 
14 ft. from the ground on a scaffold at 4 
building site in Borrowash, Derby, on April 
15, Edgar William Harris, Alfred Percival 
Harris and Reginald Henry Harris, trading 
as A. H. Harris and Son, of Marehay, wer 
fined £10 after pleading guilty at Derby 
County Magistrates’ Court on June 10. 

They were also fined £5 for not having the 
prescribed materials and equipment in 4 
first-aid box on the site, to which they 
pleaded guilty. 

Mr. Davip PHILLIPS, a factory inspector, 
said that when he visited the building sit 
there were six workmen on a platform 14 it 
from the ground and, although the scaffold. 
ing itsel¢ was secure, there were no guard 
rails or toe boards to prevent the men from 
falling. ; 

Mr. E. BursTON (defending) said that = 
structions had been given that the rails and 
boards should be put up. 
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A CASE RELATING TO 
BUILDING PLOTS 


From a Legal Correspondent 


A CASE of considerable interest to 
builders was recently decided in the 
Chancery Division of the High Court by 
Mr. Justice Dankwerts, and was recently 
reported as Re Ellenborough Park Re 
Davies (deceased) Powell and Others vy. 
Maddison and Another. There was an 
open piece of land near the seafront at 
Weston-super-Mare known as Ellen- 
borough Park and in approximately 1864 
the surrounding land was sold in plots. 
A typical sale took place in 1864 be- 
tween the then owners and John Porter, a 
builder, and the conveyance included full 
enjoyment for the purchaser “ at all times 
hereafter in common with the other per- 
sons to whom such easements may be 
granted of the pleasure ground set out 
and made in front of the said plot of land 
intended to be hereby granted in the 
centre of the square called Ellenborough 
Park which said pleasure ground is 
divided by a road but subject to the pay- 
ment of a fair and just proportion of the 
costs charges and expenses of keeping in 


good order and condition the said 
pleasure ground.” 
The owners of the Ellenborough 


Estate agreed not to permit the erection 
of a dwelling-house or other building in 
the park except certain ornamental build- 
ings. Time passed and the original 
owners died and none of the purchasers 
remained. The war came and the military 
from 1941 to 1946 occupied the park. 
After they left certain compensation and 
recompense was payable in which the 
successors in title of those to whom 
building plots were originally granted 
claimed a share. As a result the trustees 
of the will of William Henry Davies, de- 
ceased, who had been the owner of the 
park, sought the advice of the court on 
their obligations to these owners. The 
main question that arose was whether 
these owners had by the terms of the con- 
veyance acquired any easement or legal 
right in the land. It was contended that 
this right of using the park for pleasure 
was a personal and rather indefinite right 
but Mr. Justice Dankwerts held that the 
right did constitute an easement, a right 
which was legally enforceable. 


Having decided this the learned judge 
had to consider what was the effect of 
these rights on the compensation payable 
by the military. It was held that the 
compensation rental amounting to £150 a 
year and for the whole period totalling 
£589 was payable to the trustees, but that 
the present owners of the building plots 
were entitled to an amount which had 
to be determiued for loss of enjoyment of 
their easement. The military authorities 
also paid £1,770 as a sum equal to the 
cost of making good damage caused to 
the land during the period of requisition. 
The court decided that the trustees must 
apply this amount not for the benefit of 
the successors of W. H. Davies but in 
reinstating the land as a pleasureground 
and until that sum was exhausted they 
Were not entitled to demand further con- 
tribution for the upkeep of the land from 
the owners of the easements. 
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This is a most interesting case in a 
rather new field. The question may arise 
for solution by the courts whether in a 
case where a rent charge is reserved 
originally on the sale of plots the sub- 
sequent purchasers of the developed plots 
can claim any relief from such a rent 
charge by the fact that their rights of 
enjoyment of the pleasureground have 
been taken away in wartime by the mili- 
tary and the restrictions attached on the 
original covenants have ceased to apply. 


LCC 


Housing Estimates 


AT their meeting on Tuesday, June 14, 
5 the London Council considered the 
housing committee’s estimates of expendi- 
ture for 1955-56. The following extracts 
are taken from the committee’s report:— 

Capital estimates — Of the total of 
£20,000,000, £2,500,000 is for acquisition of 
land, mainly for permanent housing, and the 
remainder, £1,000,000 less than in the three 
preceding years, is for the development of 
sites (and the provision of flats, maisonettes 
and houses and construction of roads and 
sewers) and a small sum for the reinstate- 
ment of war-damaged dwellings. 

Maintenance’ estimates.——The_ estimates 
have been prepared on the assumption that 
182,009 permanent and temporary houses 
and flats will have been completed by March, 
1956, and that the average number available 
for occupatioin during the year will be 
178,338. 

Summary of operations—87,027 new and 
rebuilt dwellings have been provided be- 
tween the end of the war and March 31, 
1955, made up of 68,158 new permanent 
dwellings, 7,865 temporary houses, 7,934 
war-damaged dwellings restored, 2,913 war- 
destroyed dwellings rebuilt, and 157 
dwellings provided from conversions and 
adaptations. 

Development proceeded satisfactorily 
during the year 1954-55 but at a somewhat 
slower rate due to the increasing difficulties 
involved in the acquisition, rehousing and 
planning of in-county developments and to 
the gradual run-down of the out-county 
programme. 8,568 new dwellings were com- 
pleted during the year, and statutory action 
has been taken for declaring and clearing 
another 65.69 acres in the council’s slum 
clearance programme, comprising 2,172 
dwellings housing about 7,850 persons. 
Since the war 104 areas or groups of areas 
have been declared comprising 7,024 houses 
accommodating 23,954 persons. 

As to future developments, the council’s 
housing activities inside the county will be 
directed to the development of its share of 
the housing sites programmed in _ the 
Development Plan. Because the character 
of the land now being acquired for re- 
development for housing is changing from 
sites with a preponderance of cleared land 
to those more or less fully occupied by obso- 
lescent properties, the net gain of new 
accommodation resulting from the rede- 
velopment of these sites will decrease. 

Slum clearance, though providing some 
sites for housing will continue to add to 
the housing problem because of the large 
number of persons to be displaced and the 
fact that many of the areas to be cleared 
are not in residential zones. The council 
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must look to the new and expanded towns 
for new accommodation in future. 

The following notices of motion were 
down for consideration at the meeting: — 


I. By Lady Pepler (Conservative), seconded by 
Mrs. Margery Thornton (Conservative): That the 
council deplores the present lack of progress achieved 
under the Town Development Act, 1952, and instructs 
the housing committee and the town planning com- 
mittee to review the. position and to report thereon. 

« By Mr. Norman Farmer (Conservative), 
seconded by Mr. Harold H. Sebag-Montefiore (Con- 
servative): That the housing committee and the town 
planning committee be instructed to consider and 
report on the standards of architectural elevation in 
the current housing programme, with particular 
reference to the skyline. 


Schools Programme 


THE education building programme for 
1955-56 includes the erection of four new 
county primary schools for the Bonneville 
area, Clapham, the Brooklands Park hous- 
ing area, Greenwich, the Cowper’s Row area, 
Streatham, and the Roehampton housing 
area No. 2. The education committee have 
approved schemes for the erection of these 
schools. Each will be planned on common 
principles by which each classroom will 
form a self-contained unit with its own 
cloaks, lavatory and storage spaces, and with 
a clear floor area of 884 sq. ft. The class- 
rooms will be grouped to reduce circulation 
space by avoiding direct corridor access. 

The cost is estimated to be £120,470 for 
Bonneville school, £107,210 for Roehampton, 
£68,840 for Brooklands Park and £42,760 
for Cowper’s Row. 


Questions on Housing Policy 


AT a meeting of the London County 
= Council on June 14, Mr. W. G. Fiske, 
chairman of the housing committee, 
answered a number of questions relating to 
the work of his committee. 

Mr. GEOFFREY RIPPON asked how many 
of the dwellings owned by the Council were 
let at the full economic rent. 

Mr. FIskKE said the information as regards 
pre-war dwellings was not readily available, 
but since the war the Council had provided 
1,473 dwellings for letting at economic 
rents. This figure included higher-rented 
accommodation, maisonettes let to shop- 
keepers and special lettings for police, doc- 
tors, midwives, ministers of religion, etc. 

Mr. R. H. HENSMAN asked (i) was it a 
fact that accommodation provided for the 
higher-income groups on some of the Coun- 
cil’s estates was standing empty as tenants 
cannot be found for such accommodation? 
(ii) was a waiting-list maintained for this 
type of flat or house? (iii) how was the 
existence of such accommodation brought 
to the notice of the public? 

Mr. FISKE said there were a number of 
these houses at present vacant, mainly on 
the Harold Hill and Aveley Estates in Essex. 
A waiting list for higher-rented property 
was maintained but applicants generally 
were not willing to go to the estates where 
the vacancies existed. 

He had already discussed the matter with 
officers and the question of the allocation 
of these houses would be considered by the 
housing. committee before the summer 
recess. 

Lapy PEPLER asked how many families 
had been (a) placed in employment and (bd) 
accommodated in expanded towns as the 
result of agreed nomination schemes under 
the Town Development Act, 1952. 

Mr. FISKE said the figures were, respec- 
tively, 588 and 340. 








1050 


CONDITIONS OF 
EMPLOYMENT 


Working Rule Amendment 


HE National Joint Council for the 
Building Industry have made a Consti- 
tutional Amendment under the Working 
Rule Agreement (National) to Rule 3A(k), 
Handling of dry cement. The terms of that 
amendment, which comes into operation on 
July 4, are as follows :— 


The National Joint Council, at its Statu- 
tory Meeting on January 13, 1955, con- 
sidered an Operatives Constitutional 
Amendment proposal having for its object 
the elimination of the period prescribed in 
National Working Rule 3A(k) which an 
operative engaged on handling dry cement 
is required to work before becoming entitled 
to the extra payment specified for that 
operation. The Council referred the matter 
to its General Purposes Committee for 
further detailed examination and report. 

At its meeting on April 27, 1955, the 
Council received that Report and, on the 
recommendation of the General Purposes 
Committee. it was decided to amend 
N.W.R.3A (k) as follows :— 


Delete the words: 


“Work for a period of not less than 
one working day continuously in 
the loading .. .” 

Insert in their place the words: 

“Work for not less than one hour con- 
tinuously in the loading .. .” 

The effect of this amendment is to reduce 
the period of continuous employment neces- 
sary to qualify for the extra payment from 
one full working day to one hour. The 
Council has also recorded that the extra 
payment is due only in respect of each hour 
during which an operative is engaged in the 
operation as defined. 


National Conciliation Panel 


THE FOLLOWING points of interest were 
brought out in the findings of the National 
Conciliation Panel reported to the annual 
meeting of the National Joint Council on 
April 27. 

Overtime—The Panel ruled that a re- 
quirement by a Joint Overtime Committee 
(as a condition of granting an overtime per- 
mit) that overtime should be worked only at 
the end of the day was inconsistent with the 
principles of National Working Rule 4. This 
rule envisages that, where overtime is 
worked, all or part of the time additional to 
normal working hours may, where necessary, 
be worked before the normal starting time 
but not before 6 a.m. 


Termination of Employment.—A case was 
brought under N.W.R.2B against an em- 
ployer who had terminated employment on 
a day other than Friday because of in- 
clement weather. The Panel emphasised 
that, when it is necessary during a period of 
inclement weather to dispense with an opera- 
tive’s services, the rules require that steps 
taken to terminate employment shall be on 
the basis of regular notice expiring at normal 
finishing time on a Friday. 

Another case arose when discharges 
became necessary as the contract was near- 
ing completion. Several carpenters were dis- 
charged on a Friday in accordance with 
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the rule but on the following Thursday the 
carpenters who were retained were dis- 
charged on the grounds that the contract 
was then virtually complete. The Panel 
pointed out that a progressive reduction of 
staff is often necessary near the end of a 
contract, and that discharge of individual 
men when their particular tasks were 
finished was also in order. On an examina- 
tion of the circumstances in this case, how- 
ever, the Panel felt it necessary to add that 
the rule does not contemplate that all men 
can be retained in employment simply on the 
assumption that their services might be 
useful for a further short period, to be fol- 
lowed by their discharge in mid-week. 
Travelling Time and Fares.—Two oper- 
tives who had volunteered to transfer 
from employment in London to a 
Coventry contract had stayed in Coventry 
for a very short period, but on find- 
ing that there was some delay in pro- 
viding the protective footwear which they 
considered necessary, had returned to 
London and reported back to their previous 
job. Their claim was that they should be 
paid their return fare and travelling time 
from Coventry to London. The Panel found 
that the operatives acted irregularly in re- 
turning without being instructed to do so. 
On the other hand the firm had condoned 
the irregularity to a certain extent by con- 
tinuing to employ the men after the 
unauthorised return. In the circumstances 
of the particular case the Panel held that the 
fares: from Coventry to London should be 
defrayed but that the men were not entitled 
to receive any payment for travelling time. 


INVESTMENT BY 
INDUSTRY 


Some Large Programmes 


PPPHE following figures of some large in- 

vestment programmes to be carried out 
by various industries are given in an article 
on “Investment Intentions,” which appears 
in the current issue of Bulletin for Industry, 
a monthly review of the economic situation 
prepared by the Treasury’s Information 
Division. 

The National Coal Board is engaged in a 
large investment programme involving re- 
construction of more than 250 existing 
collieries and the development of some 20 
new deep mines as well as 50 surface mines. 
The current annual rate of investment is 
about £90m., and is expected to increase to 
£100m. during the next two or three years. 


The Gas Council plans to invest £346m. 
in the seven years 1953 to 1959. 

The Central Electricity Authority expects 
to invest £1,421m. between 1953 and 1960, 
representing roughly £200m. each year, and 
including £742m. in new generating plant, 
£152m. in main transmission lines, etc., and 
the balance largely in giving supplies to con- 
sumers through the Area Electricity Boards. 

The Atomic Energy Authority has under 
construction its first reactor to supply 
current for the grid, at Calder Hall, and this 
will cost £15-20m. Work will start on two 
entirely commercial plants of roughly the 
same type in 1957 (taking three years to 
complete) and on two more stations of rather 
higher output in 1958-9. Over the next ten 
years the Authority’s total capital expendi- 
ture is estimated at £300m. 
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Rail and road.—The British Tran«port 
Commission has announced a £1,200m, 
scheme to modernise the railways Over the 
next 15 years. At the moment expenditure 
is in the region of £70m. a year. For the 
four financial years 1955-1959 the Central 
Government has so far authorised the spend- 
ing of £158m. on road construction. 

The steel industry aims to have spent 
£300m. between 1953 and 1958 under its 
second development plan, thus raising the 
output of crude steel to 22.2m. tons by 
1958. Out of the total, £34m. would be 
spent on coke ovens, £75m. on raw maicrials 
handling and treatment and blast furnaces, 
and £90m. on mills and finishing. 

In the chemical industry, the report of 
ICI for 1954 states that the company spent 
£34m. on new fixed assets in the year, 
making a total of £190m. since the war, and 
that £18.4m. of commitments remain. Plants 
under construction cover terylene, perspex, 
polythene, titanium, and sulphuric acid from 
anhydrite—all of which may be ready in 
1955—and nylon polymer, silicose, penta- 
crythritol, and butadiene products. It is also 
reported that Monsanto Chemicals. the 
United Sulphuric Acid Corporation and the 
British Oxygen Company will each spend 
about £5m. on capital projects in the next 
year or so. 

In the motor industry, tne five largest 
organisations have announced — major 
schemes in the last few months. The British 
Motor Corporation aim to raise output to 
2,500 vehicles a day in 18 months’ time, 
Both the Ford Motor Company and Vaux- 
hall Motors have five-year programmes, 
which will cost them £65m. and £36m. re- 
spectively, and the Rootes Group have a 
£10m. programme. Standard Motors en- 
visage an annual output of 100,000 vehicles 
and 60,000 tractors after their current re- 
organisation. 





BUILDERS AND THE RAIL 
STRIKE 


Making Up for Lost Time 


Mr. Harvey G. Frost, National Pres- 
dent, speaking at the half-yearly general 
meeting of the South Wales Federation of 
Building Trades Employers at Porthcawl, on 
June i7, said that so far during 1955 con 
ditions had not been too favourable to the 
building industry. 

“The severe weather during February and 
March delayed progress in all parts of the 
country, and just when we were getting into 
our stride again and were hoping to make 
up for lost time the rail strike slowed down 
deliveries of essential materials to some 
sites,” he said. “In general, however, we 
have been able, thanks to our war-time 
experience and that of the manufacturers, 
to cope with the position and | can assure 
the public that now that the strike is over 
all members of the building team are intensr 
fying their efforts to get the building pro 
gramme back to schedule.” 


Praise for Traffic Handling 


Tue LMBA has sent a cheque for 10 
guineas to the Commissioner of the Metro- 
politan Police asking him to pass it on 1 
some appropriate Police charity in recogtr 
tion by the builders of London of the valu: 
able work of the Police in London dunt 
the railway strike. 
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_CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 
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HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled 


for The Builder and is copyright. 


It is the intention that the 


details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 


necessarily the highest or the lowest. 


The prices apply to large 


quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchants warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices of 
materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 
Delivered site in full lorry loads. 


Average of prices for 


Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 


St. Pancras. 


Pit Ballast 

Pit Sand te 

Washed Sand . 

2in. Shingle... 

? in. Broken Brick 

Pan Breeze a 

Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate ; 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 


CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site 
1 to 6 tons, site - 

Rapid Hardening Cement in 6-ton loads | and up- 
wards to site y : : 
lto6ton do. site .. 

Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 32s. 6d. per 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 

Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots 

Other colours according to colour. 

In 4-ton lots from 211s. 9d. to 435s. 9d. » ton. 

White —— Cement - 

Under 1 t 

417 oes “(Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 

Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. ‘per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £9 4s. 3d. to £10 17s. 9d. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and up 

Stourbridge Fireclay, 6 6-ton ‘eam at Railw ay Depot, 
London aus ree 


BRICKS 


Full Loads. 

First Hard Stocks 

Second Hard Stocks ... 

Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt) 

Mild Stocks... 

All loaded free into lorry at the works. The. question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 

23 in. Nominal Fletton Bricks to sites in W. ie 
District Commons ? 

Cellular do. 
Keyed do. 
Rustics ; 
Cellular Rustics 
Single Bullnose do. 
Sandfaced ... 

Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations) _ 
Do. Bullnose (London Stations) 

Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . 

Midhurst Lime Bricks (London Sites) 

Uxbridge Whites (London Sites) : aaa 

Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London Sites) ay 


2$ in. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks Cantos 
Stations) i 
3 in. do. (London Stations) | 


2jin. Machine ’- made Sandfaced Red Facings 
(London Sites) 

1> _ -made Multi Red Facings (London 
ites 

_— _— -made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 
ites 

2§ in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings 
(London Sites) 


Hand inade Sandfaced Cherry Red Facings. Berk- 
shire district (London Sites) vee 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi- Colour Facings. 


Berkshire district (London Sites) .. 


per yd. 


per ton 


per ton 


per cwt. 


per ton 


per 1,000 


— et et et et DD 
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Qa 


CwWOUS EKA: 


DAN DAD 


oO 


AnoSS 


oacoanceccooco 
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Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London Sites) . 
2$in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London Sites) , 
23in. Surrey Kiln Burnt 
(London Sites) 
Glazed Bricks (London Sites), White, Ivory, “Brown— 
Stretchers ; 
Headers a 
Quoins, Bullnose and 4h i in. FI als 
Double Stretchers - 2 
Double Headers 
One side and two ends 
Two sides and one end 
Splays and Squints asa 
Cream and Buff £3 extra over “White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 174% for Best quality and 
plus 173% less 10% for Second quality. 


PARTITION SLABS, etc. 
Delivered Central London Area. 


“Multi “Stock Facings 


per 1,000 


HOLLow CLay ParTITION BLocks (Keyed) 


Minimum 
lorry loads. 
1) See 140 yds. 
Tae Ih << 140 yds. 
*3 in. 120 yds. 
BUILDING BLOCKS (Keyed) 
*4 in. (6 cavity) 95 yds. . ‘ 
6 in. (8}” x 53” 1250 Blocks 


*Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE 


2 in. 100 yds. 

24 in. 85 yds. 

2 in. 75 yds. 

4 in. 55 yds. a 
CRANHAM 

2 in. 

23 in. 

3 in. 


in. Sea 
4 in. Load bearing quality aac 


? a yd. 


” 


” 


per 1000 


.-. per yd. sup. 


Fioor Biocks and Seach Tie 


3 in. Floor Blocks 12 in. Kail 12 in. delivered in full 
Jorry-loads < 


per 1,000 


£ % 
41 10 
13 6 
14 18 


fon) 

we 

° 
cooooooesao Co Oo of 


nL 
NAW 


6 
25 14 


NOONAN 


—OONN 
orn 


na 

a 

oe 
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4in. do. 

5 in. do. 

6 in. do. 

7 in. = 

8 in. do. 

Iiex<sx *" Filler Tiles in multiples of 10 tiles per 1. ,000 multiples = 2 
| Po Ks ol do. do. = 317 
10’ x4” x?’ do. do. - 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 


» 


9 14 


The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. 


Over 100 Pieces 
under 2 tons 
os 


wee 2 tons 
673 


Under 100 Pieces 
under 2 tons 


Best Quality + yA 1073% 

BS.S. Best do. +10°%°+673% +10%°+974% +10% +1078% 
Tested Quality +374%4678% +374%+974% +374%+1074% 
B.S.S. Tested do. +47$%+673% +474%+974% +478 4+ 1078 7% 


3 in. Land Drain _—e - 12 in. leng nai 
4 in. do. ‘a 


STONE 


Bath Stone— 
Monks Park aaa Pe ene 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground 
Delivered in railway trucks at South Lambeth 
B.R. Western Region 


” 


. per ft. cube 


Doulting Stone Random Blocks. Delivered ahemanase area ,, 


Beer Stone. Delivered London area 
Portland Stone— 

Brown Whitbed in random blocks, 20 ft. average 
delivered in railway trucks at Ni) ine Elms, B.R. 
Southern Region “a 

Yorkshire Stone—Blue Robin “Hood ‘Quality. 

Delivered to site London in 6-ton lots. 

9 in. x 3in. Rubbed, weathered, aanenie sin 

stooled cills a 


12in. X 6in. do. do. 

12in. x 3in. Plain coping, twice throated 

12 in. x 3 in. Weathered -_ twice throated coping 
14in. xX 6in. do. 


44 in. x 9in. Plinth, ae ‘on top and face 
3 in. sawn two sides Slabs, random sizes 


” 


- ft. cube 


” 


; per ft. sup. 


s. d. 
per 1,000 11 3 6 


414 6 


8 10 


@ 00 
c 


: 2 


acooone 
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STONE—continued ‘eer 
Templates and Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 in. 
thick, edges coped for rendered brickwork . perft.cube 1 5 9 
0. do. fair one edge for fair faced 
brickwork a po ee ses Bis 1 106 
Hard York— 
12 in. x 2 in. Square Steps, rubbed on top and edge per ft. run 9 0 
14 in. x 3 in. Round-nosed Steps, rubbed on -" 
and front perft.cube 2 8 0 
12 in. X 6 in. Plain Steps, rubbed top and front .. a 2° 2°20 
2 in. Rubbed and Jointed Paving, given sizes per ft. sup. 8 6 
2 in. Sawn Paving, edges squared, in random sizes peryd.sup 2 19 3 
TILES AND PANTILES 
Delivered London area by road in 6 tons or over per 1,000 
Machine-made Pantiles and French pattern Tiles from 
Lincolnshire district eae as ae 29 8 O 
Hand-made Pantiles Berkshire district ; 49 18 0 
Hand-made Double Roman Bridgwater district 58 13 6 
Hand-made 104 x 63 tiles Berkshire district 13 18 9 
Machine-made 104 x 64 Staffordshire district 13 8 9 
Hand-made Hip and Valley tiles per doz. 110 0 
Machine-made Hip and Valley tiles do. 1 8 0 
Concrete tiles 10} x 64 : De 7 a4 46 
do. Interlocking (498) eS 1s 9 6 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
SLATES 
First-quality Slates from Penrhyn or Portmadoc, carriage 
paid in full truck loads to London Rate Station. Per 
1,000 actual 
we ht ae se 12417 4 
2x a2 103 13 8 
22% 48 93 13 6 
20 x 12 88 9 O 
20 x 10 82 79 
18 x 10 59 12 9 
Bx 9 52 14 6 
16 x 10 49 1 3 
16x 8 esi Si ote ah ae sa 38°33 8 
Note.—Breakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 
TIMBER 
Softwood— 
Joinery quality Ex. Wharf per standard £110 to £130 
Carcassing juality do. “ £98 to [3 
1 in. Tongued and Grooved Flooring do. o £108 O 
Hardwood— 
Mahogany—African S.E. sae do. perft.cube 110 0 
do. Honduras do. eae do. = 3 3.2 
Oak European do. Se do. sp 2 5 0 
do. Japanese do. sas do. s 210 0 
do. English Logs sawn ... do. Re 1 45 © 
Teak 8 in. average S.E. ... do. = 3 3 0 
Walnut African Logs sawn ... do. x 15 0 
DOORS (in Lots I-11!) 
Delivered Leiidon area. 
1} in. 4 tiorizontal Panel Pattern 4 in. deal 
2 ft. Oin. x 6 ft. 6 in. *r each 112 0 
2 it. 3 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. oes sa i + 113.0 
2 ft. 6in. x 6 ft. 6 in. eas fis oa bt 1 14.0 
2 ft.9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. sa seg eos 116 6 
2 in. * ~ - panel open. Pattern 4 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6 x 6 ft. 6 in. es ~~ mee ‘s 2 9° 0 
2 ft. 9 in, x 6 ft. 6 in. =~ Be ae aa zat 6 
2 in. Panel, top panel open. Pattern 2 x G in deal 
2 ft. 6in. x 6 ft. 6 in. sa aoe oo ra 2 1 2 
2 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ins sae abs a 2: 3756 
SUNDRIES 
Delivered London area ; 
1 in. Wood Wool Slabs, 6 ft. 0 in. x 2 ft. 0 in. in 
quantities of 1 ton (89 yds. to 1 ton) per yd. 5 8 
14 in. do. (67 yds. tol ton)... aoe a 7 4 
2 in. do. (52 yds. tolton)... esa ee 8 114 
23 in. do. (45 yds. to lton) ... oie ‘5 10 3 
3 in. do. (39 yds. to 1 ton)... 11 54 
Quantities under 1 ton add ld. per 4 in. of thickness. 
4 in. imported insulation Board, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft. 
- 100 sq. ft. 2 2 6 
4 in. Hardboard do. ... so ee sen 5 2 1 6 
fs in. do. do. . : 3 2 6 
fs in. Asbestos Flat Building Sheets , . per yd. sup. 3.5 
Roofing Felt, 1-ply ... ae . Bs ee os 1°56 
do. 2-ply as eae see ‘i : 
wo Scotch Glue, in slabs . per¢cwt. 5 0 O 
pearl oe as s > 0 
Croid Glue c sos. 2OUDs 260 
Cut Nails 3 in. (1-ton Jots) ... . per ton 38 5 0 
do. 4 in. and up (l-ton lots) . ne ae 5415 0 
Wire Nails, 3 in. (4-cwt. lots) ane oo Per Cwt. 218 7 
do. 4 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) see one 55 214 9 
METALS Stee. Joists, Etc. 
Basis Joists— 
6in. xX S5in., 8 in. X 5in., 8 in. X 6in., 10 in. x 6 in. 
12 in. x 6 in. we cut to ecg delivered London 
area , Boe perton 39 0 O 
Extra for sizes 
3in. xX l}in. 4in. X lzin. ... Kes bas 310 0 
3 in, X 3 in. one a axe Bee ose 3 210 0 
am. X 3in., 10in. x 4) 1h. ... Sze oe a 110 0 
5m xX 2h. Sin. X Sin. sae ese © : . 0 
0 


SAG ae ac ae ee 





Sin. X 44in. Tin. X 3}in. 13 in. X Sin. ... per ton 
6in. X 3 in. 24in. x 74in Sis a een Fa 
6in. xX 44in. 7in. X 4in. 8in. x 4in.  ... ‘* 
9in. X 4in. 10in. xX Sin. eee aes ot 
12m. XSi. 22 in. X 7 in. a ‘ eae 
9in. X Tin. 10 in. x 8 in. 12in. xX 8 in. 
14in. x 5}hin. 14in. X 6in. 14in. xX 8 in. 
Sin. < Sin. 15in. X 6in. 16 in. X 6in. 9» 
16 in. X 8 in. 18 in. x 6in. 18 in. X 7 in. 
18 in. x 8 in. 20 in. x a in 20 in. X 74 in. 
Steel angles average price . ae ces axe Ane % 
Steel tees average price : ee ane poe ” 
Fabricated work delivered ‘London— 
R.S. Joists cut and fitted we P re ree » 
Compound girders ae ee oe ees ae * 
Stanchions : ie aes ar ae is ‘ 
Compound stanchions ae ie ee me 
In Roof Work—Trusses and Purlins eer ee ia os 


Average prices not for awkward work. 
Mild Steel Ferro-Concrete bars to tind ex hemeen 
Stock # in. diam., and ee : ; 


tin. ws ee a6 per ‘ton extra 
j~ in. do aos ae a a eee = 
gin. do. he ne si vas se m= 
4in. do. sas sis mee ar ee s 


MILD STEEL TUBES 

Tubes to BSS1387 and Fittings. 
Galvanised Tube— W.I. Fittings 

Class A + 

ClassB + 94 “7 

Class C + 253% 
Black— 

Class A — 21% 

Class B — 103% 

ClassC + 13% 


Heavy + 36% 


Light + 153% 
Heavy + 234% 
C.I. HALF-ROUND GUTTERS 
Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths 


Gutters Nozzles 
3 in. . 3/4 3/- 
34} in. 3/8 3/3 
4 in. 4/9 3/8 
4h in. 5/24 4/1 
5 in. ‘ 5/94 4/5 

C.1.0.G. GUTTERS 
3 in. ees re ~ a ..  ~—4/44 3/11 
3h in. — wie Ss% Sa .. 4/103 3/11 
4in. eae 5/44 4/1 
4} in. wo SIS 4/8 
5 in. be 6/44 5/5 
CL RAIN-WATER PIPES 
Per yd. in 6- an aia Pipe Bends 
2 in. wis es is sca UES 3/8 
2h in. sae <0 oe ae eae 7/24 4/1 
3 in. : Se nr , 8/14 5/2 
34 in. 9/3 6/1 
4 in. 10/8 7/4 
Lee. CoATED Soi. PIPES 

2 in. 8/24 6/4 
23 in. 8/74 7/- 
3 in. 9/8 7/8 
34 in. 10/10 9/7 
4in. 12/4 10/8 


only. 
and tonnage allowance. 


L.C.C. CoaTED DRAIN PiPEs 


In 9-fts. 
cwt. qr. Ib. per yd. Bends 
4in. eee sini ice > ae 25/8 18/3 
6 in. ae ses wa 2 @ 4 38/1 48/6 
ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
All less 174 per cent. discount. 
2 in. 24 in 3 in. 
Pipes 6-ft. mate — yd. 3/9 4/- 4/10 
Shoes _... each 2/5 2/8 3/2 
Single Branches - Sek, ay 3/9 4/6 5/4 
Bends square or obtuse ie 2/8 2/11 3/ 
Swan Necks 4} in. proj. _,, 2/11 3/9 4/3 
do. 6in. do. * 3/2 3/9 4/10 
Aspestos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
4 in. 44 in. 5 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths ... per yd. 3/7 3/11 4/8 
Drop ends each 2/10 3/4 3/10 
Stop Ends ies Zee +5 /10 /i1 1/- 
Angles ... wee sas a 2/11 3/5 4/1 
Nozzles hee bee <5 2/10 3/4 3/10 
Union Clips ... Se ae 1/5 1/8 2/1 
ASBESTOS on GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
3 in. 4 in. 4} in. 5 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. lengths ...per yd. 2/6 2/11 3/03 3/7 
Drop ends -- each 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/11 
Stop ends ne ce gs /9 /10 /il 1/- 
Angles ... ses ‘cae 2/8 2/11 3/2 
Nozzles ise a me?) 2/5 2/8 2/11 
Union Clips... oe i Bee 1/1 1/2 1/4 


June 24 


List prices and following discounts: 
Malleable Fittings 


Light + 283% Malleable List—324% + 40% 


Malleable List —323 % 


Above prices for gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under 5 cwt. lots 
Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated February 1, 1955, plus 2}% 
4-ton lots 5 per cent, 2-ton lots 24 per cent. 
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METALS—continued 
Per ton basis 
in London 
Soe @ 
Jron—Staffordshire Crown meena, aaa — 42 17 6 
Mild Steel Bars 37 14 O 


Mild Steel Hoops ... ace mee aaa x pee 39 1 0 
Ex Merchant's 

Stock per ton 

Two-ton lots 


Soft Sheets C.R. and C.A.— Ss & 
20 gauge ... ae ear des eas wae ..- 49 6 0 
24 gauge ... eas nee ‘a0 ees ‘ae oe «. oF 16-0 
26 gauge ... ‘aa ia «we De 36 0 

Galvanised Corrugated sheets 6 fe ‘to 9 ft.— 

20 gauge ... ai wu sx 2 E&-G 
24 = ee aa aaa rile an qa ids Se GC 
26 gaug suk aa «eG -F-G 

PR day Flat sheets C.R. and c. A.— 

20 gauge ... 4 aus aa eg «. 2246 6 
24 gauge ... <a nae eas Sas as see «<« 63.6 
26 gauge ... «ws GHIE G6 


PLUMBERS’ BRAss Work, Copper, “ZINC, ‘ETC. 
Delivered in London area. 
M.O.H 


All per doz. 4 in. din. lin. 1}in. 1}in. 2in. 
Screwdown bib cocks sae 
head for iron 87/— 128/8 
Toilet bib cocks for iron «-- 109/— 158/5 
Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/- 95/9 188/— 363/- 522/6 917/6 
do. with two unions for lead 89/- 132/— 234/4 472/- 623/6 1389/6 


Double nut boiler screws s- 19/8 26/5 4716 48/6 67/— 93/6 
Heavy Croydon ball valves 71/- 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 — 
Plumbers’ union brass lead to 
iron - “ae --» 19/6 23/6 38/6 52/10 70/6 165/- 
es l}in. 2in. 3in. 3}in. 4in. 


Caps and screws aoe --- 33/— 40/8 59/6 92/5 118/10 155/3 
Brass sleeves aaa J 31/11 31/11 56/2 74/10 91/5 

“14 x 6 1b. 14 x 61b. 2 x 71b. 3 x 71b. 
Lead P. trap with meer caning 


screws - 63/6 79/6 127/- 217/3 
Lead S. trap do. ae ey c/o 95/- 156/3 281/- 
Solder s. @. 

Plumbers’... ae oes a aaa wv. per lb. 3 0 

Tinmen’ a xe aus aa 3 8 

Blow pip 9 


Copper a BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 40d. per Ib. plus gauge 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


Extra 
d. d. 
tin. x 19 gauge ee sc WBS Total per Ib. 52? 
2in.. x 19  ,, ree ee «NG fe ee 514 
fm x 18 . ae woe OOF se a 493 
if in ese 5, cee set, 9 = os 49 
<1s ~ eae dae oe er 49 
i te EP 103 oe 503 
Rolled Copper’ sheets up ‘to 48 in. wide, basic price ss. Gd: 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras... -- perton 34715 0 
Sheet Zinc 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots upwards per cwt. 8 10 0 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) do. ne 8 8 3 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) do. & 7% 3 
Brass tubes basic om, i oe and manufactur- 
ing extras... ae .-» per lb. 2 7% 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 
Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties. 


£s @ 
Lead Sheet, English, 33 lb. substance and upwards perton 140 5 0 
Lead Water Pipe in coils Ae ea 2 141 10 O 
_ Soil Pipe 10 ft. or over 2 in. to 4 in. ‘dia. we 143 0 0 
do. over 4 in. dia. an ca hi 145 0 0 
Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe és 143 0 0 
Extras over Basis for quantities under 1 ton 
Scwt. and under 1 ton 6 per cwt. zz 
3 cwt. do. 5 cwt. ss 4 0 
1 cwt. do. 3 cwt. ee 6 0 


Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced "specially. 

Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 

Allowance for Old Lead, collected £99 Os. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 


PLASTER, etc. 


Coarse Pink in 1- ton. loads and over Delivered on _ per ton TH -g 
do. White do. do. - 719 6 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. <n as 714 3 
do. Fine do. do. dis Hi s 2 3 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads ‘ aes ke pa 6 9 6 
Hydrated Lime do. ces en aaa a S12 6 
Lump Lime do. Pe ane fi Ss 2 06 
White Keen’s or Parian Cement in I-ton loads :.. i 10 12 0 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in l-ton loads... me 10 6 6 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads sae pee ie a a 
Hair per cwt. 417 6 
Gypsum Plaster Lath or Base Board # in. thick 600 
on “or over in one delivery. Delivered site ... per yd. 2.4 
yds. ” 22 
Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide 6 to : 
ft., } in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 
delivery. Delivered site ... Age ae eae ee 2 6 
1200 yds. 2.00 ue ae ae ace ceed “as 2.5 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 
Delivered London area Sin ¢€ 
Ceiling Distemper <a a aug percwt. 1 7 6 
Washable Distemper eae A ‘a +35 @ 
Gloss Paint . per gal. 210 O 
Snowcem cement paint (in 1 cwt. irums) . percwt. 311 0 
LEAD Propucts AND OILS. 
Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs percwt. 818 O 
Genuine White Lead Paint, 1-19 gai. ‘lots in 1 gal. tins per gal. 320 
Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg a percwt. 619 3 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg daa a ‘a 211 O 
Size XD quality, 28 Ib. es ... per tin 9 0 
Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) drums extra ie --. per gal. 12 0 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. -... ie as ‘a *- ae 
SUNDRIES. 
Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) drums extra ... nS re a st 
do. do. (40 gal.) do. do. ... a pa 4 8 
Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior... = a 6 6 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels)... ai ean a mn 2 0 
Paste Powder (1 Ib. aged sda “a ... per Ib. | 
White Lining Paper . ad ‘aaa ia +. per piece 1 0 
VARNISHES, etc. 
Delivered London area 
Oak Varnish, Outside or Inside cad .. per gai. 112 6 
Oak Pale Copal do. eg ee ea ass 3 118 0 
Hard Drying Oak for Inside Za ae ae se 200 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. ka ‘aa Por a 26 6 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. ... a a eas - 214 0 
Finest Carriage Varnish sa whe 443 sia = 210 0 
Front Door Varnish ... _ a dea ea se 206 
Japan Gold Size aed ne a sad ren a im -<é 
Black Japan ... sas wa abe ae ae fe 114 0 
Brunswick Black as eas ae aie asi e 110 0 
Berlin Black ... ee sea as ita = a $6 
Terebene aa sae aie a 1 8 0 
Knotting (1 gal. bottles free)... = ee aaa a 2:42 °< 
French and Brush Polish (do. ) a ade aaa pte 118 O 
GLASS 
Delivered London area Per ft. ~—e 
$ @ 
18 oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing Quality. Cut Sizes 4 
24 0z. ,, ”» ”» ” ” » 7 
26 oz. ,, * 2° » % - 10 
32 oz oe ” %9 =f a3 
hi in. Rolled Plate waa Sea aaa + 9 
#s in. and } in. Rough Cast . aa 1 0 
+ in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, ‘Standard patterns: 
White daa ‘aaa 9 
do. Standard Tints 1 43 
do. Special Tints ... 2S 
+ in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reed ed, - Reedlyte and 
Luminating 1 1 
4 in. Wired Cast ‘e | 
3 in. Georgian Wired Cast 1 23 
Hollow Glass Blocks— Each 
P.B 5? x 5} X 3} in. 29 
PBS. 7% x 7} X 3g in. 4.2 
P.B.32 1h x 73 < 3¢ in. 42 
Radiused Corner Blocks to match up wi i au 
P.B.2 P oe 
P. B.3 6 9 
P.B.32 aa bas saa 6 9 
} in. Polished Plate Glass, G. G. Quality- - Per ft. super 
In plates not exceeding 2 ft. sup. sa ana ond Koy 
Pe 9 9» 5 ft. sup. ee 
a a 45 ft. sup. 
a os 100 ft. sup. 5 6 
} in. Polished Plate, extra sizes, i.e., plates qncusthie 100 ft. 
sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality 
—Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or 250 in. one dines or 135 in. 
both ways 8 4 
Not exceeding 180 ft. sup. ‘or ditto. 11 3 
Not exceeding 200 ft. sup. or ditto 16 0 


Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup., prices on! application 
Substances other than fin. Polished Plate at Special Prices. 
Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 
The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and one 
pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
Minimum Per ft. super 
d. 


Description of Glass quantity s. 


18 oz. sheet O.Q. wat dua res dae pac: > 4} 
24 0Z. 5, es eee eee eee see ees a 
re a a ee Pe 
"Rolled Plate A 7k 

fi in Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 

Patterns, White 1,000 7k 
4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Luminating 

and Spotlyte ee 3000 10 
fs in. and 3 in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast" +» 2,000 1 
3 in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal... ece e<e «ee 2,000 11 


tin. Georgian Wired Cast ... eco 10 ee 2,000 1 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES 










AS FROM APRIL 18, 1955. 





(Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsible for errors.) 




















































































craft processes, 2s. 94d. per hour. 


























For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 1058. 






































Town. Grade. KEY TO SCHEDULE OF GRADE RATES. 
yr ime ey Bt eae A Grade Classification. A Al A2 A3 
Abergavenny ...........s0002 A Craftsmen ... as ae 4/- 3/114 3/11 3/104 
—.. pe 4 Labourers ... 3/53 3/5 3/44 3/4 
Addlestone .... jnsels Town. Grade Town. Grade Town. 
Aldeburgh .......... +A2 Burton-on-Trent C.B....... RVEESDRIN! sce. cecsecceccvcd A AMIN 5 ecncasussccuuseecesnste 
Aldershot District. ++A2 LE ee ae Felixstowe ...... Al Lyneham (Devon). 
Alfreton U.D.... A Bury St. Edmunds... Filey U.D. eA 
| es Al Bicton Fleetwood ak Macclesfield... 
Altrincham A Bie. Flint a oe Maidenhead .... 
Amble.. oi A ask coasbecrecdenbesacest 6. ARES re Mai dst ae 
ersham . BIEDY «02000005 
Ammanford A } a — | Seresomgd = oe Maldon (Essex) . 
Andover . A2 i kU aes ae a Malvern U.D. Al 
Ardingly A2 } eee <a , Manchester . coe 
Arundel --A2 Cardiff Bae eres “A | Gateshead ........ a Manningtree Al 
NS SIRES A2 Cardiganshire,County of +A2 % Mansfield M. coool 
Ashby-de-la-Zouch U.D....A —— eee me March pee ~=-A2 
Ashby Woulds U.D..........A | AtiSIC ........ ce ac ae ne A MILD. cichinna aces sow scocnecauca A 
‘Ashford TR) 0000250500 : rseenaitne® a cc . $A2 Gloucestershire, Cnty. of tA2 Market Harborough U.D. A 
Ashford (Middlesex). Carnforth : 4 i ne aneiaer A2 INDMESIRE | ccs cote ssccscssais A 
Ashington ............. Pe tlef mae ere oie - Goole M.B.... we Matlonk U:D. .osecccscoccoccd A 
OO 7 eee pane $i ee Gosport ........ me; IMPIAD SID: 55055003 ss00ssac0dc A2 
Ashton-under-Lyne ......... Chapel-en-le-Frith _. tk Grantham M.B ne * Melton Mowbray U.D.....Al 
Aspatria and Brayton 2 } sn en A Gravesend ........ ak MEINE fost cn cse eco ccssoxdcvcet A 
Atherstone R.D. (parts of) A Chatham & District. AT Great Yarmouth ............... A Middlesbrough yy 3 
PANIED. 55s ocases enn snscsccss A2 Cheadle (Staffs) R.D mie Grimsby C.B. & R.D.(part) A Middleton ....... coe A 
PAPI Sn casssscsssvnsencens A2 Chelmsford ic os aN Grimsby R.D. (remainder) A2 Middlewich .... weak 
lita aaiaaty a Guildford District ............ A2 | Milford Haven ... WAL 
Bagsh Cheltenham . oon steeee Morecambe rv 
Bakewell Chepstow Al Halesowen M.B. ............... A Morley ............. ey 
Banbury Chertsey ..... aso NE esc iesenvessboastonl A Mundesley ....-.-.-s-ss se, A2 
Barnard Castle U.D.. A MIRE oocsicnsccnasnss me Halstead... A2 
Barnoldswick U.D. .... fe Chesterfield M.B. ... oucelk Haresfield ee) PUMUIOR cose oc cscs bec ccles A 
Barnsley C.B. ........ wA Chesterfield R.D. ... me Rigce A ISIE ssh cos. cose lca ck coi 
‘Ow-in-Furness ............ A Chester-le-Street U.D. ...... A Harpenden a ee Newark-on-Trent R.D....... Al 
Barrow-upon-Soar R.D. Chichester .............. Seaaoes A2 Harrogate |. a Newbury ............... ie 
(exc. Thrussington A2)...A Chippenham (inc. Chippen- Hartlepool BRO Newcastle-on-Tyne ...... i 
ITY secccssnsssssssecceseceneee A ham Within and Harden- Harwich peas Newcastle-under-Lyme ......A 
Basford R.D.(exc. Willough- SEMEN). ocecaukor ee A2 Haslemere ... we New Forest District......... Al 
by-on-the-Wolds Al)...... A Chorley ae Hastings ...... a Newmarket ............ Al 
ae Al Clacton ....... <n Hatfield (Herts.) ... aaa Newport, Mon. .... nee 
eee eee Cleethorpes oe saeih Haywards Heath .... . A2 Newport Pagnell ... soba 
Batley M.B. ae * _ Clevedon .Al Hemel Hempstead ax Newton Abbot ...... Al 
Baxterley ........ tee seeeeeees Al Cleveleys eee A Henley-on-Thames : ss? Northallerton Dist... ack 
Beaconsfield & District......Al Clitheroe ... A Mato 0 A2 Northampton C.B... ae 
Bear! Ree Coalville U.D. .. Rey Herefordshire, Cnty. of...£A2 North Shields ........ A 
A2 Cobham (Surrey) A Herne Bay ............0.06...., A2 Norton Radstock . 1 
vosn Colchester ... cook. Hertford...” aX Norwich ........ A 
ae THO? ove cesecs Bae Hexham UD... WN Nottingham C walk 
A Colwyn Bay .... Al Heysham ..... A Nuneaton M.B................ A 
A Congleton Al High Wycombe os 
A Consett ...... oi, Hinckley U.D A Oakham U.D. . 2 
A TS Pe | Hitchin pet Oldham .......... sk 
A Cornwall, County of ......tA2 Hoddesdon. EAS Ongar .... A 
A ee EL A repr - ““A2 Oni Kirke ....5....05. A 
g Al Cranbrook .... vesie H weer ul ren "A2 Ossett and Horbury A 
Berwick Borough. wA Cranleigh .......... sone Maveich *s x Oxford .. SER A 
Beveriey .......... a Crawley (Sussex) . . Al Huddersfield me Oxted ... | 
Bexhill-on-Sea -A2 NE | -onvaskndcesbvekcevsecksorce A a an Paignton eee Peer 
Biggleswade -A2 Cromer ......... sos besvesmconsba Al Hunstanton "A2 Peterborough ........ oie 
Billericay ..... oA Crook and Willington Huntingdon (Staffs)... A a Al 
Billing eocvccccesesce A BND oscncenagtaysaecousesseseae A PICKATIOS: .05..0:000000 ..A3 
Billingham U.D. ool Crowborough .. vee DUNE ona das essen aveesdssessacusad A Plymouth eS 
oe Seen . C) RPURENED  Sicéscscecscnccoessee A2 —— ET: <3 - Pontefract ...... ee 
irchington : : A sle o} eppey ... A Pontypridd District sa 
Birkenhead ............-.-.-..-- * sor mee we Ra S Isle of Thanet... 1TA2 Portishead... iA 
Birmingham C.B. tA in: il acelin aam nN Isle of Wight .........00.00..., A2 Portland Stoneyards .........A 
Bishop Auckland..... A SEMEN Seeeseneeecsnseeee "A2 OMAMMIMOMIRID: 5563 oxic ns. éccessesscec A 
Bishop’s Stortford.. ak De 4 iaiesccovere — SOTOW AEBS css scssscoese ss A Port Talbot _. at 
Bispham .............. LA ee « Boy Keighley A Preston ........ A 
Blackburn vA ser ees eeeene wy Kendal ............. me Pudsey ........ A 
Blackpool ......... uA De Came ce ‘A2 Kenilworth U.D A PUlBOTOUBH  ......<..eccenenss A2 
Blackwell wA von, County of . * K nhkeR : 
ee: ee ettering M.B. A Radnorshire, County of tA2 
Blaydon U.D.... eS ‘ Keynsham vy 
Blidworth ....................... A Didcot ...... A2 kK + ve ag “4 PEATIMEMIO' ccs cssccurscces sacs A2 
eee et BOR es ccascnckcnans A2 Ki og re er M.B. ~<a Rayleigh score 
Bognor Regis ‘ Doncaster C.B. . 7 Kings San anol tee eeeeeeees — Reading ..... A 
Boldon U.D ee aaa e ps ror er Redcar B. ....... a 
Bolsover Dorset, County of (excep ingsteignto: te Redditch 6 me 
Bilton ...... ing Poole, Swanage and PREPARE 562 oss sss ssueesece A Redhill and Reigate ah 
Bourne Bad Wimborne Al) ............ A2 Knaresborough U.D..........A | aera -A3 
Bournemouth Ce ae A2 Lancaster ......... iis Rochdale A 
EE es ae Dovercourt ..... A Leamington A Rochester . Al 
Bradford ............. ne Driffield U.D. ... Al Leatherhead | x Rotherham A 
Bradford-on-Avon ae. Droitwich M.B. .. A Teods ......cc.... x Rugby M.B. A 
BMRUMTCE  ....00000000000s00052 Al svete ga “a —_ Leicester C.B. ...... wna Saffron Walden ... A2 
Breconshire, County of...tA2 sonny aie ee Leighton Buzzard.. Al St. Albans ..... vA 
Brent Knoll ...............++. A Durham City .......ss.esseee0s A Letchworth ......... <cveh St. Helens ...... oA 
Brentwood . sone Phticarce PY eee rr, v2 St. Neots ....... ..A2 
Bridlington .. E Glam & atin Val 7% Lichfield M.B. . «ook Salisbury City ... AZ 
Brierfield pees A Bast Grinstead District "A? Lincoln C.B. .... onesie Salisbury Plain ... -A2 
Brighouse .. A Eastwood (Notts.) U Te ~ Littlehampton -.A2 Sawbridgeworth .. re 
Brighton .. vA Ebbw Vale & Di tri 5 7 ee LS a aes s Saxmundham .A2 
Bristol ese oe Edenbridge Bbtnecensesbs cae Llandudno ... «ill Scarborough ade 
Broadstairs........... -A2 Ely oe Llanelly ..... oosak Scunthorpe WY 
Bromsgrove _ U.D.... A Epping London......... nee Selby ....... wy 
Broughton, Flint A Rootes Long Eaton ............ me 8 Sevenoaks .. ove 
Buckley ............. MPA) caro ore nnestestarees nes noes Loughborough M.B. my Sheerness <he 
OS RES: A2 Fakenham | ae Al Sheffield uA 
Burnham-on-Crouch A2 Falmouth Lowestoft ..... i Shipley ......... mt 
BRUM  Ssharseccsscnenscessseey A Fareham MOONEE oe doncvecceis sha Shoeburyness .................. A 


For Birkenhead, Liverpool and London the rates are:—Craftsmen, 4s. 1}d.; Labourers, 3s. 7d. Inthe case of London the rate beyond the 12 
Labourers, 3s. 64d. tPlus 2d. per working day. t This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. , 
Norte.—Carpenters and Joiners providing own tools when employed in establishments operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Shops, receive 
2d. per day; when employed on other building industry work, 4d. per day. 
‘Women’s Rates.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 3s, 





















Town. Grade, 
Shoreham ++ sseeeeesecceess seul 
Shrewsbury M.B. . ae 
Sittingbourne ..... ..A2 
Skegness U.D. ... Al 
Skipton U.D. .... cool 
Sleaford U.D. A2 
RN oss sssdevexe «onl 
Smethwick C.B. TA 
Snettisham _........ .A2 
Somerset, County o A2 
Southampton ..... ooglll 
Southend-on-Sea wool 
Southport ..... nod 
South Shields C.B. a 
Spalding U.D. ... .A2 
Stafford M.B. .................. A 
Staines ........... rw 
Stamford M.B. . Al 
Stantonwick oA 
PMEMONIAD cs ssksesecinssceccte A 
Stockport ........ ae 
Stockton R.D. ..... A 
Stockton-on-Tees .. oA 
Stoke-on-Trent C.B. ........A 
Stoke Orchard ......... Al 
Stourbridge M.B. .. A 
Stourport U.D. ..... A 
Stowmarket 


Stratford-on-Avon M.B.......A 
Sunderland District es 
Sunningdale ..........., 
Sutton Coldfield M.B. 
Swaffham 




















Swanage ..... 

Swansea A 
Swindon .... A 
Swinton U.D. . A 
Tamworth M.B. ots 
Tenterden ........ A2 
Tewkesbury ..... Al 
Thames Haven me 
Thetford —....:... A2 
MEROEBG: DAY os.:.c0scesscas: A 


Thurrock U.D.C. Area ......A 
», North of, to Billericay A 
Tilbury A 
Todmorden 
Tonbridge 
Torquay ...... 
Totnes 
Trowbridge ... 
Tunbridge Wells .. 
Tynemouth C.B. 


Uppingham (Salop) .. 
Uttoxeter U.D. 


Wakefield 


NEED ooo osc ccnsnosscseh 
Walion-on-Naze i 
EE Nasacdansvoucsccnvessasaell A 
Warminster 
Warrington... 
Warwick M.B. .. 
Wellington U.D. .. 
Wells (Norfolk) 
CC are 
Welwyn Gar. City ..... 
West Bromwich C.B... 
Westbury .......... 
Westcliff-on-Sea. 
Westerham 
Weston-super-Mare 
Weybridge ... 
Weymouth .. 
Whitby U.D. ....... 
Whitstable and Distr: 
Wickford 
Widnes 
Wigan .... 
Wigton ..... 
Wilmslow _...... 
Wilts. County of. 
Winchester ........... 


ao. 7eees 


uA 

Al 

Al 
A 
1 
I 





Wisbech. ..........0.00 





Lu 
Woking (District) 
Wokingham ........... 
Wolverhampton C.B.. 
Woodbridge ........ 
Worcester C.B. 
Workington _....... , 
Worksop M.B. ........0:000 A 
Worthing  ............sseeAd 
Wrexham (inc). Cefn)........A 
Wroughton asavstsce 
Wylam _..... A 
Wymondham ww Al 
Err 


-mile radius is :—Craftsmen, 4s. 1d,; 


1jd. per hour. Women engaged on work other that 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES’ VISIT 

The programme has now been published 
of the visit to be made from July 15 to 29 
to Germany and Holland by members of 
the Southern Counties Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Employers. Among the places 
visited by the party will be Rotterdam, Arn- 
hem, Dusseldorf, Cologne, Bonn, Coblenz 
and Heidelburg. Copies of the programme 
from the Secretary, Mr. S. R. Gerdes, MBE, 
Sterling Buildings, Carfax, Horsham. 


EMPLOYMENT FIGURES 


The number of workers employed in the 
building and contracting industries at the end 
of April was about 1,440,000, this being 
12,000 more than at the end of March and 
about 4,000 less than a year previously, ac- 
cording to figures issued by the Ministry 
of Labour. 


ALUMINIUM IN BUILDING 


The aluminium double-leaf bascule bridge 
illustrated in our issue of June 10 was built 
by Messrs. Head Wrightson for the River 
Wear Commissioners at the port of Sunder- 
land in 1948. 


SWIMMING POOLS, BIRMINGHAM 


A deputation from Birmingham Baths 
Committee on June 16 asked the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government in 
London to agree in principle to a new 
gala baths in Station-road, Stechford. The 
baths, big enough to stage national and 
international events, will be the first of 
several new baths to be built in Birming- 
ham’s new suburbs. Sketch plans prepared 
by the City Architect, Mr. A. G. Sheppard 
Fidler, show a design on up-to-date lines. 
Swimmers will be able to sunbathe in the 
open air, as well as to swim under cover— 
by throwing open one side of the building 
on to a terrace and lawn. Three pools are 
proposed—one for gala and general use, 
including deep-water polo; a second for 
general use; and a beginners’ pool. It will 
be possible to cover one of the pools during 
the winter for dancing. The building will 
have a restaurant, and people will be able to 
watch the swimming when they have refresh- 
ments, 

Other districts where it is planned to build 
new baths include Sheldon, Great Barr, 
Bartley Green and Acocks Green. 


SOUTHERN COUNTIES’ RALLY 


The fourth annual rally of the associa- 
tions affiliated to the Southern Counties 
Council of Builders’ Foremen and Clerks of 
Works was held at Slough on June 4. During 
the afternoon coach parties toured London 
Airport, returning to Slough for dinner and 
an entertainment at the Slough Community 
Centre. 


NEW APPOINTMENTS 


Mr. Robert G. Hughes, former engineer 
and surveyor to Hay UDC and Hay and 
Painscastle RDCs, has been appointed 
borough surveyor to Denbigh Council. He 
takes up his new duties in mid- July. New- 
Port (Salop) UDC have approved committee 
recommendations to appoint Mr. Stanley 
Lassman, of Alderley Edge, near Man- 
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chester, as surveyor, sanitary inspector and 
water engineer. 

Mr, Peter Russell, AMICE, has been ap- 
pointed Scottish manager of the Cement and 
Concrete Association, with offices at 2, 
Rutland-sq., Edinburgh 1 (Tel.: Fountain- 
bridge 5085). 


NEW RSI CHAIRMAN 


The Royal: Sanitary Institute has an- 
nounced the election of Dr. A. Parker, 
CBE, as the new chairman of its Council. 
Dr. Parker is director of the Fuel Research 
Station at Greenwich. 


SAFETY NOTES ON ROPES 


An illustrated and informative article on 
fibre rope slings and tackles is included in 
the Spring number of the British Journal of 
Industrial Safety. Written by Mr. L. Linder, 
AMIME, the article outlines the various 
types of ropes together with their safe work- 
ing loads. Ways in which the loss of 
strength due to wear may be detected are 
indicated, together with methods of examina- 
tion. Copies of the British Journal of 
Industrial Safety, which is published 
quarterly by the Royal Society for the Pre- 
vention of Accidents, can be obtained, price 
3s. 9d., from their offices at 52, Grosvenor- 
gardens, SW1. 


BUYERS’ GUIDE TO PLASTICS 


A new guide has been published by the 
British Plastics Federation entitled 
“ Buyers’ Guide to Plastics Materials and 
Machinery and Equipment for the Plastics 
Industry.” The guide is cbtainable from 
47-48 Piccadilly, London, W1, price 2s. 6d. 


PRODUCTION RECORD 


For the first time on record, the iron- 
foundries of the United Kingdom have pro- 
duced more than a million tons of iron 
castings in a quarter, according to figures 
issued by the Council of Ironfoundry Asso- 
ciations, Crusader House, 14 Pall Mall, 
SW1. The actual output for the first 
quarter of 1955 was 1,018,000 tons. The 
output for the building and domestic in- 
dustries reached 152,000 tons, as opposed 
to 145,000 tons in the first quarter of 1954. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


At a board meeting held on June 9, Messrs. T. 
HartLey, S. Deaves, and Dr. W. D. Scott were 
— directors of the British Tyre and Rubber Co., 

t 


A new office in Derby has been opened by Henry 
Hope & Sons, Ltd., at 19, Thorndyke-avenue, 
Alvaston (Tel.: Derby 59214). The manager will 
be Mr. H. Correy, who will commence his duties 
on July 1 


CapTAIN SiR AusBrRey St. CLair-Forp, Bart., RN, 
DSO, has taken up a senior position with the Civil 
Engineering Division of Tarmac, Ltd., with his head- 
quarters at their London office, 50, Park-street. 


Messrs. H. I. Wonror, CBE, ACA, and S. G. H. 
Davis, BSc., have been appointed as directors of the 
Cooper Plumbing Co., Ltd. New senior staff appoint- 
ments have also been made, namely, Mr. J. F. C. 
McRoss, FIQS, as chief contracts manager; Mr. 
IAN D. BAKER, as chief surveyor; and Mr. G. J. 
Mackay, as office accountant. The purchasing de- 
partment is now under the direct control of the 
managing director, MR. GERARD K. Cooper. 


British ‘ Insulated Callender’s Cables, Ltd., have 
appointed Mr. H. H. Daker, BSc, AMIEE, as 
patents officer in succession to the late Mr. R. L. 
Cleaver. 


The new addresses of the area technical representa- 
tives of Thermalite, Ltd., are now as follows: Mr. 
P. A. KREAMER (London Area), ‘* Lyndhurst,’’ 
Holmwood-ave., Sanderstead, Surrey (Tel.: Sander- 
stead 3647); Mr. D. W. Lewis (Western Area). 

‘Kelsey,’ 221, Badminton-rd., Downend, Bristol 
(Tel.: Bristol 52002); Mr. F. L. Jones (East Midlands 
Area), 3, Springfield-rd., Leicester (Tel. : Leicester 
7863). 
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TRADE NEWS 


COMPETITION EXTENSION 


In connection with the competition being 
held by Nuralite Sales, Ltd., 3-4, Whitehall- 
place, Gravesend, Kent (details in our 
June 3 issue), we have been asked to point 
out that, due to the railway strike, entry 
forms in some areas were not available 
on the opening date. To ensure that all 
areas have a fair opportunity of winning 
the £500 in prizes, the closing date has 
therefore been extended from. August 20 
to September 5. 


CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT 


The closing date of the £500 open com- 
petition organised by Acrow (Engineers), 
Ltd., for the submission of new ideas for 
reducing the cost and shortening the time 
of building has, been extended to July 29. 
Details may be had from the firm at South 
Wharf, Paddington, W2. 


BROCHURE 


An illustrated brochure on their steel 
forms for concrete construction has been 
issued by Blaw Knox, Ltd., 90-94, Bromp- 
ton-road, SW3, which also includes practical 
suggestions for their economical adaptation. 


PORTABLE FIELD SIEVE 


A portable field sieve will be exhibited 
by Endecotts (Filters), Ltd., 251, Kingston- 
road, SW15, at the British Instrument Indus- 
tries Exhibition, to be held at Olympia from 
June 28 to July 9 This sieve is supplied 
with interchangeable bottoms of any 
specified mesh, is 12 in. square, and can be 
used with or without a rocker-receiving pan. 
The screens are held in place by quick- 
action clamps and can be quickly changed 
from one mesh to another. The firm will 
also be demonstratirig the rapid segregation 
of particles in transparent-rimmed sieves 
on their “Endrock” No. 1 sieve vibrator. 


SCIENTIFIC DISPLAY 


The forthcoming British Instrument Indus- 
tries Exhibition at Earls Court, which opens 
on June 28, will include a display by Griffin 
and George, Ltd., Nivoc House, Ealing-road, 
Alperton, Wembley, Middx. The company, 
which incorporates the resources of Griffin 
and Tatlock, W. and 4- George and Becker, 
and Standley Belcher and Mason, are manu- 
facturers of scientific instruments and 
laboratory apparatus, lnboratory furniture in 
wood and metal, and‘ ancillary equipment. 
The company manufactures laboratory 
furniture in wood ane, in association with 
Grundy Equipment, Ltd., will demonstrate 
the flexibility of the hew range of metal 
unit furniture. An equivalent range of unit 
furniture in wood will also be on view. 


CONVENTION DISPLAY 


The display of Monsanto Chemicals, Ltd., 
8, Waterloo-place, SW1, who will be exhibit- 
ing at the British Electrical Power Conven- 
tion to be held at Brighton from June 27 to 
July 1, will include two groups of products— 
“Aroclors” and “Pyroclor” capacitor 
impregnants and transformer cooling fluids; 
and “ Lustrex ” polystyrene which has appli- 


cations in the manufacture of electrica! 
equipment. “Lustrex” mouldings will be 
on show, with mouldings of _ radio 


cabinets and large refrigerator components. 


J 
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OVERSEAS BUILDING 
[From Our Own Correspondents] 


ARGENTINE.—tThe Provincial Govern- 
ment of Entre Rios have announced a plan 
to build a road tunnel at a cost of 350m. 
pesos under the River Parana, linking the 
city of Parana with Santa Fé. 


* CEYLON.—-Approval has been given 
for the expenditure of Rs.tm. for the im- 
provement of the terminal buildings at 
Colombo airport, Ratmalana. Rs.200,000 
of this sum has been sanctioned for work in 
the present financial year which ends on 
September 30 next, and the contract is ex- 
pected to go out to tender shortly. 


EGYPT.—A plan for the enlargement of 
the Cairo main drainage system is under 
consideration. This will cost about £3m., 
of which £1,200,000 is to be spent in the 
term 1955-56 and the balance of £1,800,000 
spread over three years. A new pumping 
station and sewage farm near Besantine to 
serve South Cairo is envisaged. The exist- 
ing pumping stations at Amria and Kafr 
Farouk will be strengthened and the sewage 
farm enlarged to 2,000 acres. The plant 
further provides for the enlargement of the 
sewage pumping station at Giza. 

The Egyptian Ministry of Municipal and 
Rural Affairs hopes shortly to issue invita- 
tions to tender for sewage-disposal systems 
in 21 towns throughout the country. Total 
cost is envisaged about £3m., and construc- 
tion will be spread over four years. This 
is part of a much larger £10m. scheme 
which is now in the planning stage. 

A proposed railway-wagon factory is to 
be established near Helwan, south of Cairo, 
near the site of the projected Egyptian Iron 
and Steel Works. The Ministry of Develop- 
ment in Cairo has details of both the wagon 
factory and the iron and steel works. 


GREECE.—The first adjudication for the 
construction of new harbour works at 
Pireus, Greece, has been awarded to the 
Greek company Archimedes S/A. This is 
for the construction of three large jetties. 
Further adjudications will be held for the 
rest of the work which is to make the 
harbour suitable for six big liners and 18 
other ships of 10 to 20,000 tons capacity. 


HONG KONG.—The Chartered Bank of 
India, Australia, and China are to erect a 
new skyscraper bank on the site of their 
existing premises in Hong Kong. It is to 
be of 18 floors, rising to a height of 244 ft. 
above pavement level, to be built in two 
phases at an estimated cost of $15m. The 
first phase, it is understood, will take some 
two and a half years to complete. Final 
completion will involve a further nine to 
twelve months. The architects and civil 
engineers are Messrs. Palmer and Turner, 
Hongkong and Shanghai Bank Building, 
Hong Kong. 

MALAYA.—The Federal Government of 
Malaya has granted a loan of £4m. to the 
Penang Harbour Board for the construction 
of new ferry terminals at Penang, Butter- 
worth and Prai under the Board’s plan for 
remodelling the ferry services. When the 
designs are completed, tenders for carrying 
out the work will be called. Work on the 
Site is expected to begin early next year. 

A privately owned housing estate, costing 





*From the Board of Trade Special Register In- 
formation Service. 
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nearly £4m., is to be built at Klang near 
the main Kuala Lumpur-Klang road. Over 
1,000 houses are to be built, ranging in 
cost from £600 to £2,500. The estate is 
also to have its own cinema, school, market, 
bus station, car park, playground, petrol 
pump and open spaces. It is hoped that 
the scheme will be completed within three 
years. 

Plans are being prepared for a new steam 
power station at Malacca with an initial 
capacity of 20,000 kws., and it is hoped 
that this first stage will be completed by 


1958. Provision will be made for future 
expansion up to a total capacity of 
40,000 kws.... An extensive programme 


of transmission system development is well 
in hand. The work is being undertaken by 
the Central Electricity Board, which has 
recently announced plans for spending 
nearly £5m. on power development. 

A large scheme is also under considera- 
tion for the Cameron Highlands, where field 
work is shortly expected to be completed. 
Detailed designs and specifications will then 
be prepared for the first stage of develop- 
ment, with a capacity of 50,000 kws., and 
for a system of capital costs to be made. 

A loan of £4m. offered by the Sultan of 
Brunei will probably be accepted for local 
construction work. It is proposed that 
about £300,000 should be spent on drainage 
and irrigation projects, £1m. on the Malayan 
Railway, £700,000 for Penang port and 
ferry works, £m. on public works, and the 
remaining £14m. on telecommunications. 

The biggest fire station in the Federation 
of Malaya is being built at Shaw-road, 
Kuala Lumpur, at a cost of £95,000. It 
was designed by Mr. Eric Taylor, ARIBA, 
Municipal Architect. Sub-stations will be 
built to cover the outlying areas of the 
town.... The plans for the £560,000 
15-storey Shell office building to be con- 
structed at Collyer-quay, Singapore, have 
been approved, and work on it will start 
soon. Messrs. Swan and Maclaren, of 
Singapore, designed the building in associa- 
tion with Mr. J. A. Chippindale, retired 
operations manager of Shell. 


BUILDING MATERIALS 


*The Export Services Branch, Board of 
Trade, have been approached by the firm 
of Salisbury Plywood and Timber (Pvt), 
Ltd., PO Rox 1142, Salisbury, Southern 


THE ORGANISATION 
OF BUILDING FIRMS 


A series of articles, con- 
tributed by leading Builders 
in various parts of Great 
Britain, on the organisa- 
tion of the medium-sized 
builders’ business. Re- 
printed from “The Builder.” 

Price 2/6; By post, 2/9 

Book Dept. 
The Builder House, 
Catherine Street, W.C.2 

Tele.: TEMple Bar 6251 (Ext. 5) 
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Rhodesia, a firm of merchant importers and 
stockists, chiefly of what they call “ flat 
surface boards,” comprising plywoods, 
laminated boards, softboards, various types 
of commercial and ornamental hardboards, 
etc., who are interested in hearing from 
United Kingdom manufacturers of speciality 
building materials which fit in with the types 
of materials now handled, particularly those 
used in the prefabrication of buildings. 

They are not interested in the general rup 
of builders’ hardware, eg, paints, iron. 
foundry, brassfoundry, etc. 


Manufacturers interested in this inquiry ' 


should write direct to Salisbury Plywood 
and Timber (Pvt), Ltd. Telephone inquiries 
to Chancery 4411, ext, 776, quoting ref, 
ESB/6356/55. 


SANITARY FITTINGS INQUIRY 


*Messrs. Boutro Bou Chedid, PO Box 
714, Accra, Gold Coast, wish to represent 
a United Kingdom manufacturer of earthen. 
ware sanitary fittings. 

Manufacturers interested in this agency 
inquiry should send catalogues and cif price 
lists direct to Messrs. Boutro Bou Chedid, 
Telephone inquiries to Chancery 4411, ext, 
776, quoting ref.: ESB/10905/55. 


SUSPENSION BRIDGE CONTRACT 


A contract valued at £450,000 has been 
awarded to Sir William Arrol and Co., Ltd, 
Glasgow, for the construction of a new high- 
way suspension bridge over the Euphrates, 
about 175 miles south of Baghdad. The 
order from the Iraq Development Board in- 
cludes approach roads which will lead toa 
main 26 ft.-wide carriageway across the 
bridge. 


STEEL FRAMED BUILDINGS 


*The following is a copy of an advertise: 
ment which appeared in the Australian 
Press, states the Export Services Branch of 
the Board of Trade. 

“ Queensland Railways. Tenders, closing 
with the Secretary to the Commissioner for 
Railways, Adelaide-street, Brisbane at 
2.30 p.m. on November 30, 1955, are hereby 
invited for the supply, fabrication, delivery 
and erection of steel framed buildings for 
electric car depot at Northgate, Queensland, 
in accordance with the plans, drawings and 
specification and subject to the Commis 
sioner’s general conditions of contract and 
conditions of tendering, copies of which may 
be obtained from the Chief Engineer, 
Adelaide-street, Brisbane, or from_ the 
Agent-General for Queensland, 409, Strand, 
WC2, upon payment of the sum of £5 which 
will be refunded upon their return in good 
order and condition. There is no bill of 
quantities. Tenders should be enclosed in 
a sealed envelope endorsed ‘Tender for 
Electric Car Depot, Northgate.’ A prelimin- 
ary deposit equal to one per cent. of the total 
amount of tender is required. The lowest or 
any tender will not necessarily be accepted. 
J. L. E. Lingard, Secretary.” 

No further information is available m 
the Export Services Branch, Board of Trade. 


NATO TENDERS 


Details of four additional NATO contracts 
have recently been made known. In Ital 
over £320,000 is to be spent on the construc 
tion of two fuel storage depots. Full detail 
are available from the Ministero Difes 
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Aeronautica, Direzione Generale Demanio, 
Ufficio Studie, Viale Castro Pretorio, Roma. 
The storage depots are to be of 5,000 and 
15,000 cu. metres respectively. 


There are three contracts open in Belgium. 
One for £}m. is for the construction of taxi- 
tracks, hardstands and peripheral roads at 
an airfield. The taxi-tracks will be 23,000 
sq. metres with cement concrete or asphalt 
concrete surfacing. The hardstands will be 
15,200 sq metres, and the peripheral roads 


are 11,000 sq. metres. 


Another contract is for £134,000 which is 
the estimated cost for airfield electrical in- 
stallations and ancillary buildings. The third 
and smallest contract, worth £28,000, is for 
the construction of roads, dispersal hard- 
stands, magazines and fencing at an airfield. 


Details for these contracts are available 
from the Ministere de la Defense Nationale 
de Belgique, Service General de Construc- 
tions Militaires, Direction Pistes et Routes, 
Caserne Prince Baudouin, Place Dailly, 
Bruxelles. British firms wishing to tender for 
these contracts should also contact the 
British Embassy in Brussels by communicat- 
ing with the Commercial Department. This 
department is fully equipped to assist British 
firms. 

(Details of other NATO tenders were 
given in The Builder of June 10.) 


AIR CONDITIONING PLANT 


*The Export Services Branch, Board of 
Trade, have been informed by the United 
Kingdom Trade Commissioner in East 
Africa, Nairobi, Kenya, that an extension 
to the Imperial Hotel, Kampala, is contem- 
plated with a view to incorporating a large 
ballroom and banqueting hall under the 
existing building. Such construction would 
entail the installation of air conditioning 
plant and the architect for the scheme, Mr. 
R. Freeman, ARIBA, of Messrs. Cobb, 
Powell and Freeman, charteted architects, 
PO Box 988, Kampala, Uganda, has asked 
that UK manufacturers of air conditioning 
equipment should let him have specifications 
and prices for consideration. 


Interested manufacturers should write 
direct to Mr. Freeman. Telephone inquiries 
to Chancery 4411, ext. 776, quoting ref. 
ESB/12220/55. 


HARDWARE FOR CANADA 


*A revised market report on the sale of 
builders’ hardware in Canada has been pre- 
pared by the United Kingdom Trade Com- 
missioner in Canada. 


This detailed report covers hardware of a 
type normally installed in residential and 
commercial buildings, including such items 
as locks, hinges, door closers, handles, finger 


tag kick plates, window catches and fit- 
ings. 


Copies may be obtained from Export Ser- 
vices Branch, Board of Trade, Lacon House, 
Theobalds-road, WC1. Telephone inquiries 


to Chancery 4411, ext. 360, quoting ref. 
ESB/7321/55, , 


SANITARY FITTINGS INQUIRY 


_ “The United Kingdom Trade Commis- 
‘loner in East Africa at Nairobi, has re- 
Ported that the biggest single African hous- 
ing scheme ever undertaken in Kenya has 
deen announced jointly by the Minister for 


THE BUILDER 


Local Government, Health and Housing and 
the Mayor of Nairobi. 


This will involve the erection of some 
5,000 pre-fabricated houses to house about 
25,000 people at a cost of nearly £24m. 
It is expected that work will start early in 
1956 and will be spread over a period of 
three years. 

There will be four main types of build- 
ings, single and double storey dwellings 
planned as two or three room family units 
with individual sanitation and water supply 
to each house; such services are an innova- 
tion which will obviously give rise to a con- 
siderable demand for sanitary fittings, water 
pipes and ancillary goods. 

Telephone inquiries to Chancery 4411, 
ext. 776, quoting ref.: ESB/12520/55. 


ENGINEERING CONTRACT 


The material handling division of Fisher 
and Ludlow, Ltd., Birmingham, have re- 
ceived a contract from the US Army Air 
Force in France, of considerable dollar 
value, to supply half a million lineal ft. of 
“ Flowstrut ” slotted angle and 120,000 sq. 
ft. of “ Flowforge” open steel flooring. It 
is understood that of the 40 firms which 
tendered, 28 were foreign. 


SWEDISH HARDBOARD TARIFF 


The decision of the American Senate on 
June 1 to accept a doubling of the tariff 
on imported hardboard to 163 per cent. 
has caused much apprehension in Sweden. 
It is generally maintained that a definite 
approval of the new tariff would put a 
stop to Swedish hardboard exports to the 


United States, now totalling about 
kr.8m. (£552,000) annually. The Swedish 
Ambassador in Washington, like his 


Canadian and Finnish colleagues, is reported 
to have made energetic representations to 
the US State Department. According to 
a New York report to the Stockholm paper 
Dagens Nyheter, the US State Department 
has foreshadowed that it will use its influ- 
ence to prevent a final approval of a tariff 
rise. 








ee ee ee 
ee 
eee 3. #44 * 
Te we Soe 
Oe OS Ee 

Soa oe OOS w 

Pat aa aa 
oe . 


ene ee we 
Pe nd st 
ee 6 Oe 





UNITONE 


(REGD. TRADE MARK) 


ACOUSTILES 


UNITON LIMITED 
Aceustic and Insulation Division 
25 Coptic St., New Oxford St., London, W.C.1 
LANgham 5736 and MUSeum 7460 
Sole Distributors for Scotland: 
CHARLES TENNANT & CO. LTD., 

22 Blythswood Square, Glasgow, C.2 
Central 2291/5 
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NFBTO 


Annual Conference 


[N his presidential address to the 38th 

annual conference of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Operatives at 
Bournemouth on June 21, Mr. James H. 
MILLs said that it was a matter for con- 
gratulation that the Federation had again 
been able to complete a year’s successful 
negotiations on wage and other matters. The 
claim originally made had not been entirely 
met, but a substantial part of it was, and it 
was no mean achievement to have reached 
4s. an hour for grade “A” craftsmen. 
The wage claim was not on this occasion 
sloganised, for slogans, while proper in their 
place, were no substitute for sound argu- 
ment backed by equally sound data. ‘*We 
have always held, and I certainly still hold, 
that the sliding scale adjustments alone, 
while very necessary, do not adequately re- 
flect the cost of living rises and are no more 
than a ‘cushion.’ A thin cushion, but better 
than none,” added Mr. Mills. 


“Whenever a wage claim is taken in hand 
one will note that productivity is mentioned. 
The iterated injunctions concerning pro- 
ductivity are expressed, publicly as well as 
privately, as vehemently with regard to the 
building industry as with regard to any other 
major industry; and so I observe with par- 
ticular pleasure that, according to official 
figures, building output has risen in the last 
few years and that the omens give promise 
of a continual rise in this respect. Here 
then surely is sufficient justification for the 
wage increase applications we feel impelled 
to advance from time to time, and it should 
be a solace to those outside our industry who 
are inclined to cavil at the policy of the 
Federation, fully supported by the Unions. 


TOOL ALLOWANCES 


“ Progress has been made in the matter of 
tool allowance, not as much progress as 
I would like to see—but any gain in pay- 
ments is a sign of advance. We are con- 
tinually battling for improvement in our 
standard of living;,to estimate this accurately 
we have to taken account of progress in all 
directions, such as in connection with tool 
money, holiday payments, lodging allow- 
ances, extra payments and so on. It is a 
matter of particular pleasure to be able to 
report an increase in holiday payments. The 
annual payment is approaching the weekly 
wage. In fact, it exceeds the weekly wage 
of the labourer.” 


In a reference to the Conciliation Panel 
and disputes machinery, Mr. Mills said that 
he was sure the vast majority of members 
had a strong sensé of grievance when they 
submitted matters of dispute for central 
adjudication, but 2 few frivolous claims, or 
claims that could and should be dealt with 
and settled on the spot, did no one good. 
By means of the conciliation and disputes 
machinery decisions were reached and find- 
ings recorded as impartially as possible 
strictly on the evidence, and any case 
which had not the backing of evidence 
necessarily lost its strength (if it had any) 
and so failed. He had no wish to discourage 
any submission but thought it timely to ex- 
press these views as he was anxious to pre- 
serve the authority and dignity of the joint 
bodies. 
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Atomic Reactors at Annan 


IOUR of the new atomic reactors men- 
tioned in a statement by the Minister 
of Fuel] and Power to the House of Com- 


mons on June 13 are to be built near 
Annan, Dumfriesshire. The site is at 
Chapelcross, on the disused Creca airfield, 
about three miles north-east of Annan. 


The June 13 announcement told of six new 
reactors, designed to produce fissile material 
for military purposes as well as for elec- 
tricity, and of the same type as those now 
being built at Calder Hall. Two were to 
be sited at Calder Hall and the remaining 
four at a site chosen for its proximity to 
the chemical processing plant at Windscale, 
Cumberland. 

Work will start as soon as the preliminary 
arrangements, such as drawing up contracts, 
are complete. 

A spokesman of the Atomic Energy 
Authority, has said that several thousand 
men would be employed on the construction, 
but the permanent staff would be com- 
paratively small. The total cost will be 
about £40m., and the power output about 
100 to 120 mws—100,000 to 120,000 kws. 

The London firm of constructional 
engineers, Merz and McLellan, will col- 
laborate in the design owing to the pressure 
of work on the Atomic Energy Authority. 

It is believed in the district that the 
operation of the atomic reactor will mean 
an influx of 2,000 people—technicians, 
workers, and their families. 


Aberdeen Development Plan 


THE Secretary of State has approved, sub- 
ject to minor modifications, the development 
plan for the Aberdeen suburban area of the 
County of Aberdeen. This is the eighteenth 
development plan to be approved by the 
Secretary of State under the Town Planning 
Act of 1947. 

The plan sets out the county council’s 
proposals for the development of the area 
during the next twenty years, and is subject 
to amendment at five-yearly intervals, or 
more frequently if necessary. It defines 
areas for housing, schools, open space and 
industrial development, and provides for a 
number of road improvements. 

The development plan as now approved 
will be available for inspection at the 
County Buildings, Aberdeen. 


Fife Development Plans 


THE Secretary of State has appointed Mr. 
E, J. Keith, QC, to hold public local in- 
quiries into the objections which have been 
lodged against the North-East Fife develop- 
ment plan and the St. Andrews development 
plan. 

The inquiry in connection with the North- 
East Fife development plan will be held in 
the County Hall, Cupar, and will open on 
Wednesday, July 27, at 10.30 am. The in- 
quiry in connection with the St. Andrews 
development plan will be held in the Council 
Chamber, St. Andrews, and will open on 
Friday, July 29, at 10.30 a.m. 
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Changeover Switches on Farms 


AT A MEETING of the Electricity Consulta- 
tive Council for the North of Scotland 
District, recently held in Perth, the Council 
expressed considerable interest in change- 
over switches on farms. 

The object of this device which is becom- 
ing increasingly popular is to cheapen the 
cost of electricity supplies to farmers by de- 
creasing the maximum load possible at any 
one time and thereby lowering connection 
costs. This is achieved by connecting one 
half of the farm equipment to one circuit 
and the other half to another. By installa- 
tion of the changeover switch only one 
circuit can be supplied at a time and so if 
a farmer is, for example, using his motor he 
cannot at the same time be using his steam- 
raiser. 

This has also the effect of lowering 
running costs as the charge per kw in excess 
of the first 20 kw is determined not by the 
maximum capacity of all the equipment 
on the farm but by the maximum capacity 
of the equipment which can be worked at 
any one time. 


Orrin Hydro-electric Scheme 


THE North of Scotland Hydro-Electric 
Board have placed the first of the main 
contracts for their Orrin hydro-electric 
scheme. Duncan Logan (Contractors), Ltd., 
Muir of Ord, Ross-shire, have been awarded 
the contract to build Orrin dam, five miles 
upstream from the Orrin Falls. This dam 
will be 150 ft. high and 1,000 ft. long. 

Messrs. Whatlings, Ltd., of Glasgow, have 
been given the contract to build the 16,000- 
ft.-long tunnel which will carry water from 
the new reservoir formed by Orrin dam 
to a power station in Strathconon near 
Achonokie on the southern shore of the 
small loch created by Torr Achilty dam. 
This power station will have a total capacity 
of 18,000 kws. The value of the contracts 
is approximately £4,300,000. 
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SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 


OLLOWING re rates of wages 
authorised by the Scottish National 
Joint Council as from April 18, 1955. 
They apply to the whole of Scotland, 
including the islands of Orkney, 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 4s.; 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Labourers, 3s. 54q, 


Percentage of For week of 
Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours, 
s. d. 
Ist me cs << ao 44 0 
2nd om ae <« 2oF 58 8 
3rd ae es <3) 88 0 
4th ics - .. 66F 117 4 
Sth 75 132 0 


For female labour, the rates are: 


operations (at end of s. 4. 
: : 3 5 


Operatives on craft 
probationary period) > F #2 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) ‘ 

















Greenock Multi-Storey Building 


GREENOCK CORPORATION are to consider 
nine-storey tenement construction at the 
Central Station area. The proposed block 
will include 53 three-apartment dwellings 
of multi-flat type with underfloor electric 
heating, thermostatically controlled and 
without fireplaces; balconies will be incor- 
porated in each home and _ elevatoys 
provided. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for neg 
buildings at Maryhill by John Agnew, Junior, & Co, 
Ltd., 20, Rushill-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for Messrs, 
Universal Garage (Glasgow), Ltd., Dennistoun, for 
new additions at their buildings at Alexandria-parade, 
Dennistoun. Architects, Messrs. Allan & Moffat, 
32, Glenpark-st., Millerston, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared by their own architects 
have been approved for new tube straightening 
buildings, storage buildings and office buildings to 
be erected at Springburn for Murrays (Scaffolding), 
Ltd., 31, Lemond-st., Hawthorn-rd., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans prepared by their own architects 
have been approved for alterations and additions # 
343, St. Vincent-st. by Messrs. G. Peter Holmes & 
Sons, Ltd., 337, St. Vincent-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for alteratios 
and additions at Anderston by Messrs. Matthew 
White & Co., Ltd., 66, Washington-st., Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Plans are to be prepared for new hom 
for the aged at a Hyndland site at Tunberry-t. 
Architect, Archibald G. Jury (F), Housing Offices, 
Glasgow Cross, The Trongate. 

Ladywell.—Lanarkshire CC has had sketch plans 
approved for proposed extension to the Protestat! 
primary school at an estimated cost of £57,03 
County A, William R. Watt (F), Alberts, 
Motherwell-Wishaw. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been prepared for ne 
buildings for the Orbiston Church of Scotland, Bells 
hill. Architects, Messrs. Cullen, Lochhead & Brow 
(F), 119, Cadzow-st., Hamilton West. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been approved for me 
houses for the Lee & Carnwath Estates, Lockerbank, 
and Carnwath, to be erected at the Moor-rd. housitg 
site, Cartland, Lanark. The architect, Estate Offices, 
Carnwath. 

Renfrewshire.—Plans have been prepared for i 
Glencree Bonding Co., Ltd., 44, West George. 
Glasgow, for new hotel for Barrhead. Architects, 
J. & D. L. Baird (F), 9, Gilmore-st., County-%,, 
Paisley, and the quantity surveyors, Wilkinson & 
Low, 21, Woodside-ter., Woodlands-rd., Chants 
Cross, Glasgow. 


HOUSING MANAGEMENT 

A booklet on “ Housing Management” his 
been recently published by The Royal It 
stitution of Chartered Surveyors. It cot 
tains information about the housing mr 
agement section of the professional examllt 
tions of the Institution, and explains the * 
quirements as to training and qualification 
for membership. Copies from the Secreta! 
at 12, Great George-street, SW1. 
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FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 
found in the Advertisement pages of this and 
previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


JUNE 28. 

*+Birmingham City C.—Four two-storey dwellings 
at Albert-rd., Aston, Contract 520; eight two-storey 
dwellings at Mount Pleasant, Bordesley, Contract 521; 
12 houses at Wheelwright-rd. /Tyburn-rd., Erdington, 
Contract 522. City A, Civic Centre. Dep. £2 2s. 
each contract. Tenders by July 27. 

*+Halifax CBC.—New half-gymnasium block at 
Haugh Shaw County Sec. Sch. BE, Crossley-st Dep. 
£2. 


Wimbledon 
County A, County 


**Surrey CC.—Swimming pool at 
County Grammar Girls’ Sch. 
Hall. 


JUNE 29. 

*tBrentwood UDC.—Erection of 29 bungalows at 
Danbury House site, Pilgrims Hatch. E&S, Council 
Offices. Dep. £1 Is. 

JUNE 30. 

*{Breconshire CC.—Conversion of cloakroom into 
canteen at Cwmtwrch County Prim. Sch. County A. 
Rhyd Offices. Brecon. 

*tBreconshire CC.—Additional classroom at Builth 
Wells Bilateral Gram./Mod. Sch. County A, Rhyd 
Offices, Brecon. 

JULY 1. 

*tHalifax CBC.—Extensions to Horsfall Home for 

the Blind. BE, Crossley-st. Dep. £2. 


JULY 2. 

*{Essex CC.—Adaptations at Evebrook, Howe 
Green, Sandon, as a reception home (cost approx. 
£8,200). County A. 

*tExeter City C.—Block of 6 flats, 6 maisonettes 
and 12 garages at Magdalen-rd. City A, Municipal 
Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tFolkestone TC.—Conversion of cemetery chapel 
to crematorium, Hawkinge. BE, West-terr. 

JULY 4. 

*tBeds CC.—Office accommodation, Highways 
depot, London-rd., Bedford. County A, Bedford. 

*tChislehurst and Sidcup UDC.—Public conveni- 
7 St. Paul’s Cray. E&S, Council Offices. Dep. 


_ *tGreenwich MBC.—(1) 22 flats and ancillary build- 
ings at Blackheath Hill site, and/or (2) 11 dwellings at 
Ormiston-rd. and Halstow-rd. BE&S, Town Hall. 

*Havant and Waterloo UDC.—Block of six garages 
at site No. 16, Southleigh-rd., Emsworth. E&S, 
Park-rd., North. 

*Luton TC.—(a) Block of 4 shops with flats over 
at Yeovil-rd., Ashcroft-rd. estate; (b) structural steel- 
work at Sec. Tech. Sch., New Bedford-rd. BE, Town 
Hall. Dep. £2 2s. each contract. Tenders for (a) by 
July 4 and (b) by July 12. 

*Preston CB.—Alterations and adaptations at Alston 
Hall Further Education College. BE&S, Municipal- 
bldgs. Dep. £2 2s. 


JULY 5. 

*tBeddington and Wallington TC.—Erection of 18 
Maisonettes at London-rd., Wallington. BE&S, Town 
Hall, Wallington. 

*Port Talbot TC.— i . 2 
ficlés BE’ Dene ~ rg houses, Dog site, Sand 

*Preston CBC.—45 flats at Samuel-st. 
Municipal-bldgs. Dep. £2 2s. 


JULY 7. 


$ *tCornwall CC.—Erection of Jun. and Inf. Sch. at 
t. Eval. County A, County Hall, Truro. Dep. 
£5 Ss. Tenders by July 26. 


BE&S, 


Fe JULY 8. 
0 Camberwell MBC.—Nursery buildings at Honor 
- nursery. BE&S, Town Hall. 
3 *tRuislip-Northwood and Uxbridge Crematorium 
joint Committee.—Erection of crematorium and staff 


oo at Ruislip. E. S. Saywell, C, Council Offices, 
jaklands-gate, Northwood. 


; JULY 9. 
Brighton EC.—Sports pavilion at Brighton, Hove 


and Sussex Gram. Sch. BE&S, 26-30, Kings-rd. 
ep. £1 Is, 


JULY il. 
*Bushey UDC.—Three blocks of four garages at 


nee estate. E&S, Council Offices. Dep. 
Ss. 

*Slough TC.—Extensions to Cippenham slaughter- 
house. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 


*York City C.—Block of 30 flats at Navigation-rd. 
City A, 8, St. Leonard’s-pl. Dep. £1. 
JULY 14. 


*Croydon CB.—Alterations, etc., at Tavistock Sec. 
Boys’ Sch. Chief Ed. Officer, Katherine-st. Dep. £1. 


*Croydon CB.—Alterations, etc., at Ecclesbourne 
Girls’ Sch., Thornton Heath. Chief Ed. Officer, 
Katherine-st. Dep. £1. 


*Luton TC.—Boiler house extensions, Waller-st. 
Baths. BE, Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 


JULY 15. 


*tSevenoaks RDC.—Block of 10 aged persons’ 


houses and one pair of houses at Penshurst. E&S, 
“* Inglewood,’’ Oak Hillerd. Dep. £2 2s. 
“Yeovil TC.—12 brick garages at Sunningdale 
estate. BS, Municipal Offices. 
JULY 18. 
*Buxton TC.—Erection of Stanley Moor Filter 


House. TC, Town Hall. Dep. £5 5s. 


*North Riding EC.—New county prim. schools at 
Skelton, nr. York, and at Colburn, nr.* Catterick 
Camp. S. Morrison & Ptnrs., architects, St. 
Alkmund’s House, 103, Belper-rd., Derby. 


JULY 20. 
*Corby UDC.—Extensions, Central Depot. 
Dep ie) 


“ ss. 


E&S. 


*Glasgow Corpn.—{1) Unit No. 4, area N4 and 
part area T4, 230 houses; (2) Unit No. 4, part A4 and 
part C4, 201 houses at Castlemilk. Architectural 
and Planning Dept., 20, Trongate, Cl. 

*Peterlee Development Corpn.—136 houses for 
Dene House development. General Manager, Shotton 
Hall, Castle Eden, Co. Durham. Dep. £2 2s. 


JULY 21. 


*Beckenham TC.—Four flats at Beck-la. estate. 
BE&S, Town Hall. ep. £2. 


JULY 22. 

*Maidenhead TC.—Block of 10 old people’s flats at 
Spencers estate, Contract 4e. BE&S, 14, Crauford- 
rise. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Sheffield City C.—Erection of Abbeydale Gram. 
Sch. for Boys. City A, Town Hall. Dep. £2. 
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JULY 25. 

*Weymouth and Melcombe Regis TC.—15 hous 
at Chapelhay. BE&S, 6, Pulteney-bldgs. Dep. £2 oa 
JULY 26. 

*Brighton CBC.—99 dwellings, section 10, and 19 
dwellings, section 12, at North Woodingdean estate 

BE&S, 26-30, King’s-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 
JULY 29. 

*Stockport TC.—Occupation centre at Adswood. 

BS, Town Hall. Dep. £5 5s. — 
NO DATE. 


*Tunbridge Wells TC.—Two shops and 6 flats at 
Sherwood estate. BS, Town Hall. Dep.. £2 2s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


JUNE 27. 
*Southamptor CBC.—{a) Repairs to roofs and 
minor external! redecorations to running sheds, 


garages, workshops, etc., at Portswood Transport 
Depot; and (b)-minor repairs and external redecora- 
tions to 224 aad 226, Portswood-rd., and 67, Bel- 
mont-rd. Boro A. Dep. £1 each contract. Tenders 


by July 18. 
JULY 11. 

Manchester City C.—£lectrical installation at King- 
st. central highways depot, Ardwick, stage 1. City S. 

*Stepney MBC.—External redecoration of Lime- 
house Fields (Old) and Limehouse Fields ( New) 
estates. BE&S, 227/233, Commercial-rd., El. 

*Stepney MBC.—Supplying and laying  non- 
magnesite composition floor covering in 55 flats at 
Spital-st. housing scheme. BE&S, Municipal Offices. 


JULY 15. 


*Deal BC.—Improvements to 20 houses, Golf-rd. 
estate. BE. Dep. £2 2s. 


JULY 18. 
*Welsh Joint EC.—lInternal redecoration at Neuadd 
Llewelyn. . J. Davies, Deputy Clerk to the 
Governors, County Hall, Llandrindod Wells. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


JULY 8. 
+Chanctonbury RDC.—8,700 lin. yds. of sewers, 
four pumping stations and sewage disposal works. 
Howard Humphrey? & Sons, consulting engineers, 
Victoria Station House, Victoria-st., SW1. ep. 


S. 
JULY 9. 

Thetford BC.—Recennection of house drains of 150 
properties to main sewers. Elliott & Brown, consult- 
ing engineers, Stanley House, Pelham-rd., Notting- 
ham. Dep. £3 3s. 

JULY 11. 


Herefordshire CC.—% of a mile of Newport- 
Worcester road diversion at Chances Pitch, Colwall. 
CS. Dep. £5 5s. 

Newquay UDC.—10,000 yds. of stoneware and 
spun-iron sewers; 850 yds. of spun-iron sewage pump- 
ing mains, and two sewage pumping stations. 
Lemon & Blizard, consulting engineers, 1, Glenside, 
College-ave., Plymouth. Dep. £4 4s. 


JULY 12. 


Trowbridge UDC.—About 772 lin. yds. of salt- 
glazed ware sewer at Westwood-rd., Trowbridge. 
E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

JULY, 13. 


Doncaster CBC.—About: 5,600 yds. of _spun-iron 
trunk water mains from Finningley to Rossington 
pumping stations. Water E, 2, Priory-pl. Dep. 
£3 3s. 


*Sunderland CB.—Playgrounds, roads and paths at 
Broadway Prim. Jun. Sch. Boro’ A. Dep. £2 2s. 


JULY 15. 


Stafford RDC.—Sewerage works at Great Haywood. 
Elliott & Brown, civil E, Stantey House, Pelham-rd., 
Nottingham. Dep. £5 5s. 


JULY 18. 


Chelmsford RDC.—Contract No. 1, sewerage at 
Great Baddow and Galleywood. Lemon & Blizard, 
59, Tufton-st., Westminster, SW1. Dep. £5 5s. 


JULY 25. 
*Epping and Ongar RDC.—Footpaths and verges, 





—— housing estate. E&S, 209, High-st. Dep. 
GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


(LONDON) 


Battersea.—APPOINTMENT.—In addition to Sir Guy 
Dawber, RA, Fox and Robinson, !22, Wigmore-st., 
WI, being appointed architects to the joint com- 
mittee for the proposed provision of a_ crematorium 
by converting the existing chapel on BC’s land at 
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Morden to serve the areas of the Battersea, Sutton 
and Cheam, Carshalton, and Merton and Morden 
Councils; Noel Pearson, FRICS, 90, Baker-st., W1, 
and Dr. Oscar Faber & Ptnrs., 4, Verulam-bldgs., 
Grays Inn, WCI1, have also been appointed as quan- 
tity surveyor and consulting engineers respectively. 

City.—SkySscRAPER BLOoKs.—Plans have been pre- 
pared for the Hammerson Property and Investment 
Trust by C. Edmund Wilford, ARIBA, 2, Green-st., 
Park-la., W1, and submitted to the City of London 
planning authorities for the development of the 
7 acres of land bounded by Barbican, Aldersgate-st., 
Redcross-st. and Jewin-st. The buildings are planned 
in separate blocks, to allow each to be erected and 
leased separately from the others, and the largest is 
a 27-storey office building, 300 ft. high, with six 
further blocks—one of 17 storeys, three of 14 storeys, 
one of 9 storeys, and one of 3 storeys. The gross 
area would be approximately lim. sq. ft. Forming 
the northern limit of the area, fronting Barbican, a 
continuous block of shops is planned with two upper 
floors of offices. A restaurant, underground car park 
for 500 cars and petrol service station are included in 
the scheme; and there is provision for a skating rink, 
swimming pool or sports area, and for a possible 
block of residential flats in place of one of the office 
blocks. The eventual cost of the scheme is estimated 
at £6-7m. 

Greenwich.—WAREHOUSE.—A scheme is being pre- 
pared by Welch and Lander, architects, 38, Glouces- 
ter-pl., Portman-sq., W1, for the erection of a bonded 
warehouse at Badcocks Wharf, Banning-st. 

Greenwich.—SiIT5 ACQUISITION.—MBC are'to acquire 
the following sites for housing purposes: Nos. 24-40 
(even), Collerston-rd. and 31-37 (odd), Selcroft-rd.; 
also Nos. 39-53 (odd) and 44-58 (even), Armitage- 
rd. 

Greenwich.—APPOINTMENT.—Hsg. Com. recom- 
mend the appointment of G. F. K. White, FRICS, 
23, Cathedral-mans., 262, Vauxhall Bridge-rd., SW1, 
as quantity surveyor for the proposed erection of 
12 houses in Merriman-rd. for MBC. 

Greenwich.—REDEVELOPMENT.—BE&S has ___sub- 
mitted a scheme for the redevelopment of the land in 
the Little Heath clearance area by the erection of two 
block of flats, each of three storeys and each having 
12 dwellings. Planning and construction will be tradi- 


tional. Hsg. Com. recommend that the scheme be 
adopted. 
Holborn.—APPoINTMENT.—Hsg. Com. recommend 


that W. V. Zinn, MICE, MlJStructE, 172, Bucking- 
ham Palace-rd., SW1, be appointed structural en- 
gineer in connection with the proposed erection of 
13 flats on the site of Nos. 62-64, Red Lion-st. and 
38, Eagle-st., for MBC. 

Holborn.—FLats.—MBC are recommended to 
acquire the sites of Nos. 59-75 (odd), Mount Pleasant 
and Nos. 8-13, Pooles-bldgs., for housing purposes. 
It would be possible to erect 30 flats on the site in a 
ten-storey block, at a preliminary estimated cost of 


Stoke Newington.—Housinc DEVELOPMENT.—MBC 
are to acquire the sites of the Friends’ Meeting House 
and Yoakley Trust for redevelopment by the erection 
. 52 maisonettes, six flats for old people and one 

ouse. 

Wimbledon. — ScHooL ExTENsSION. — BC have 
approved a 3-storey extension to Ursuline Convent, 
15, The Downs, involving construction of new class- 
rooms, craft rooms, library, laboratories, assembly 
hall, gymnasium, kitchen, dining-room, cloakroom 
and toilet accommodation. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Blackburn.—EC propose extensions at Longshaw 
Jun. Sch., £40,681 est. 

Blackpool.—BC to invite tenders for erection of 
self-service store on Mereside estate to be leased to 
Blackpool Co-op. Society, Ltd.—Plans submitted to 
BC: 4 houses at Clifton-dr. for T. Walsh & Son, 
Ltd.; 38 houses and garages at Red Bank-rd., Devon- 
shire-rd., Northcliff-rd. and Tensing-ave. for Matthew 
& Turner, Ltd., Rivington-ave., Bispham: warehouse 
auc dairy at Clifton-rd. for Blackpool Co-op. Soc., 
Ltd.; petrol station, café and flat at Preston New- 
rd., for Isherwood Garages, Ltd.; erection of houses 
on 2$-acre site off Clifton-rd. for Taylor Woodrow 
(Homes), Ltd. 

Bolton.—Congregational Auths. propose erection 
of new church on Breightmet estate, £12,000 est. 


Bootle.—BC seek approval for layout of 18 dwell- 


ings in Derby-rd. Clearance Area No. 2 

Brandon (Co. Durham).—UDC approved revised 
estimates by S for 80 houses at Brandon at £109,428 
and 34 houses at Esh Winning at £44,632. 

Bridgnorth.—TC to prepare plans for erection of 
grouped dwellings for aged persons. 

Coventry.—Equitable Life Assurance Society pro- 
pose erection of new building at Ironmonger-row. 

Darlington.—Ed. Com. will start shortly with build- 
ing of sec. sch. for 600 scholars at Haughton.—Plans 
being prepared for extensions at Queen Elizabeth 
Grammar Sch. and St. Mary’s Grammar Sch. by 
Boro’ A. 

Darlington.—Whessoe, Ltd., to erect machine 
shop, welding shop and laboratory in Brinkburn-rd. 
—United Automobile Services, Ltd., Grange-rd., 
propose garage and store in Grange-rd.—John Tins- 
ley, Ltd., Neasham-rd., to extend their works.— 
William Dickinson, builder, 235, Parkside, to build 
four houses in Loraine-cres. Boro’ A, E. Tornbohm, 
_— asked to report on sound-proofing of Council 

ats. 

Drayton.—RDC propose purchasing Hinstock Hall 
site for development as new housing estate. 
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“THE BUILDER ” PRICES 


CHAIN LINK FENCING 


The Chain Link Fencing Association state that 
the current chain link fencing premiums have 
been advanced by 1} points, from June 15, 1955. 


BLOCK STONE 


Owing to the recent increase in rail rates of 
74 per cent. it has become necessary to revise 
the prices for the various descriptions of block 
stone, delivered London station. The figures now 
applicable to these stones are:— 


Per ft 
cube 
s.-d. 
Bath stone in random blocks, to S. 
Lambeth 
Monks Park .. a ee ae os Oe 
St. Aldhelm Box Ground a << 2 0 


Portland stone in random blocks, average 
20 ft. cu. to Nine Elms 


Whitbed Se 8 34 


Beer stone in random blocks, to Nine 
Elms ; si “+. ae ss 3 
Doulting stone in random blocks, delivered 
London Station : ws ae ap 9 











Durham.—CC to let contract for erection of 
family group homes at Bishop Auckland and Crook; 
also for additions to Chester-le-Street branch library. 
County A, G. R. Clayton, Court-la. 

Easington.—RDC received sanction to build 50 
houses in place of temporary dwellings. Plans by 
Surveyor, RDC Offices. 

Elland.—UDC propose erection of 20 houses and 6 
bungalows, Elland-la. 

Ellesmere Port.—UDC to sell site on North Whitby 
estate to Cheshire CC for erection of hostel for 50 
aged persons. 

Felling (Co. Durham).—UDC approved plans by 
Durham CC for new infants’ sch. in Keir Hardie- 
ave. on Ellen Wilkinson estate. Building will be 
one storey high, with six classrooms. County A, 
G. R. Clayton, Court-la., Durham. 

Felling (Co. Durham).—Milk Vessels Recovery, Ltd., 
to erect storage and washing depot 100 ft. by 62 ft. 
at Brandling ‘Park. Plans by Design Partnership, 
architects, 27, Ridley-pl., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Guisborough (Yorks)—UDC to build another 20 
houses on Lazenby site. 

Hebburn (Co. Durham).—UDC TP Com. approved 
plans by Durham CC for proposed RC gram. tech. 
sch. in Mill-la., Hebburn. County A, G. R. Clayton, 
Court-la., Durham. 

Hope.—Derbys EC propose erection of new sec. 
sch. at Castleton-rd. between allotments and cement 
works railway embankment. 
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The principals and technical staff are available for 
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engineers and contractors for any type or specifi- 
cation of roofing materials without obligation. 


81 ESSEX RD. * ISLINGTON 
LONDON ° Nil 


Telephone: CANonbury 4281 (Private Exchange) 
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Houghton-le-Spring (Durham).—RDC received 
sanction for erection of 50 houses at Herrington, cog 
about £63,000. 

Jarrow.—TIC approved building of 93 houses op 
Calf-cl., est. cost £137,000, as first part of scheme 
for 450 houses. Plans by BE, H. W. T. Perkins, 

Liverpool.—RC_ Auths. propose erection of three 
new schools on Kirkby estate. Architects, L. A. G, 
Pritchard & Sons, 14, Dale-st. 

Ludlow.—RDC to erect further 88 houses. 

Lunesdale-—RDC to erect 16 houses on sites a 
Halton, Caton and Quernmore with 4 on site yet to 
be allocated. 

Lytham St. Annes.—Methodist Homes for Ageq 
propose adaptation of ‘‘ Star Hills ’’ as home. 

Macclesfield.—Methodist Auths. to commence work 
shortly on erection of new church, £11,500 est. 

Manchester.—Messrs. Bricots, Church-rd., Northen. 
den, propose erection of shops with maisonettes over 
at 6/8, Church-rd., Northenden.—TC approved plans 
for extensions to winding room to engineering works 
at Louisa-st., Openshawe, for Laurence Scott & Elec. 
tromotors, Ltd. Architect, V. Newsome, 36, 
Derby-rd., Heaton Moor.—Messrs. Platts, 813, Stock. 
port-rd., Levenshulme, propose two-storey extension 
to furniture shop and showroom. Plans by J. Rose, 
14, Cross-st., Hyde.—RC Diocese of Salford propose 
erection of new church at Amos-st., Newton Heath 
(opposite Holdsworth-st.). Architects, Greenhalgh 
and Williams, 15, Mawdesley-st., Bolton. 

Middlesbrough.—Home Office approved TC's 
£13,000 scheme for extending fire station workshops, 
BE, J. A. Kenyon, Municipal-bldgs. 

Morpeth.—Working drawings to be prepared for 
construction of admission hospital and two conya. 
lescent villas at St. George’s Hosp. for Newcastle 
Hosp. Board, *‘ Dunira,’’ Osborne-rd., Newcastle-on. 
Tyne. A, Sheppard and Ptnrs., Bedford-pl., WC], 

Newburn (Northumberland).—UDC to demolish 650 
slum houses during next 20 years, including 179 jp 
next five years. 

Newburn-on-Tyne.—UDC received 
building of 88 houses, cost about £116,000. 
Weatherley, surveyor. 

North Riding.—Gleeds, 8, St. James’s-st., Derby, 
been appointed QS by EC for new primary school at 
Skelton. A, Morrison & Ptnrs., Full-st., Derby— 
Tenders to be obtained by EC for proposed addi- 
tions to Topcliffe RAF Station Cty. Prim. Sch, 
Sch A, D. H. Dickenson, County Hall, Northallerton, 

North Riding.—Ed. Com. to commence with ere. 
tion of grammar school at Thirsk. A, Leithart, Son 
& Tingay, 49, Welbeck-st., London, W1.—CC in- 
structed County A to prepare plans for office build 
ings on cricket field adjoining County Hall at North 
allerton.—CC approved programme of new police 
stations at Richmond, Redcar, Eastfield and Whitby, 
Plans by County A, County Hall, Northallerton. 

Nottingham.—Home Brewery Co., Ltd., propose 
erection of licensed premises at Ruddington-la., 
Clifton estate, £25,000 est. Architect, R. W. Cooper, 
Russell House, Talbot-st., Nottingham 

Peterlee (Durham).—New plan for health centre 
receiving consideration. G. R. Clayton, County A, 
Court-la., Durham. 

Pott Shrigley (nr. Macclesfield).—Parish Counc 
propose erection of new hall. 

Rochdale.—Cornbrook Brewery Co., Ltd., propos 
erection of premises to be known as ‘‘ Mayfield” 
Hotel at Albert Royds-st., £25,000 est. Work to 
commence in September. 

Rotherham.—TC approved plans: New factory a 
Brinsworth-st. for Montgomery Skinner & Co., Ltd, 
Racewell Steelworks, Pagoda-st., Sheffield; rebuilding 
of premises at High-st. for Boots Pure Drug (Co, 
Ltd. Plans by own A’s department, Nottingham. 

Salford.—TC approved in_ principle erection of 
warehouse and showroom at The Crescent for Charles 
Churchill & Co., Ltd., 57. St. Simons-st., Manchester. 

Sheffield.—Montague Burton, Ltd., propose ne 
premises at 105/9, The Moor. Plans by own A’ 
department, Hudson-rd. Mills, Leeds. 

Sheffield.—Reg. Hosp. Board propose erection d 
second storey on two wards at Rotherham Hosp., 
Doncaster Gate. < 

Southport.—TC approved plans for conversion 0 
Kenworthys Hydro into 40 luxury flats and erectioa 
of 67 flats at corner of Albert-rd. and Leicester-t. 

new factory at Meols Cop-rd. for Mullard Blackbur 
Works, Ltd., Blackburn. 

South Shields.—TC to proceed with erection of 9 
houses at Simonside and 35 at Jesmond-ter. Plats 
by BE, J. Reid.—Hospitals Management Com. to 

iven approval to spending of £25,000 in buildiss 
aboratories and X-ray dept. at Ingham Infirmary. 
Plans by Newcastle Reg. Hosp. Board. Osborne-rd 

Newcastle. 4 ye 

Stockport.—EC propose expenditure of £10,000 pet 
year for next three years on extensions and alterations 
at Stockport Sch., Mile End. une 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Corp. authorised preparation # 
plans for 330 more houses. Boro’ S, J. Cowan. 

Sunderland.—TC propose 30-acre extension 2 
Barnes Park. It is also proposed to spend £11.60 
on new park of 10 acres in Thorndale-rd. on Thortt) 
Close estate. BE, T. Donkin, 27, Fawcett-st. 

Sunderland.—Methodist Auths. to proceed on 
with first part of scheme for new Methodist = 
on Red House estate at junction Redcar-rd/Rade 
rd. A, S. W. Milburn & Ptnrs., 9, Esplanade. » 

Sunderland.—TC approved scheme for developmet! 
of 57-acre site at Dene-la. for erection of 858 pant 

Sutton Coldfield.—BC approved plan and estima 
of £73,441 and £7,156 for construction of *™ 
Sessional Courts and mortuary. 
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Tynemouth.—TC to let contract for erection of 26 
houses on three sites in Alwinton-ave., Wark-ave. 
and Verne-rd., North Shields. BE, D. M. O’Herlihy, 
16, Northumberland-sq., North Shields. 

West Bromwich.—BC appointed Hoare, Lea & 
Ptnrs., 23, St. James-rd., Birmingham, as_ heating 
and ventilating consultants for reconstruction ot 
swimming baths. 

Wharfedale.—RDC approved plans: 6 houses at 
Tredgold Garth, Bramhope, for J. H. Crowther, Ltd. 

Whiston.—RDC propose erection of 6 houses at 
North Park-rd., Kirkby. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

+ Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

5 Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

¢ Denotes accepted by H.M. Government Depari- 
ments. 

Barnes BC.—16 flats, Mortlake High-st., SW14, 
for BC. W. R. Shepherd, AMICE, FRICS. Quan- 
uties by J. Pritchard Williams & Hunt, FF.RICS: 
*#R, H. Lynn & Co., Ltd., 49, Acre-la., Brixton, 
sW2, £30,187. f 

Bebington.—Erection of first stage of new town 
hall for BC: *Wm. Tomkinson & Sons, Ltd., Liver- 
pool, £59,959. if . 

Bemerton Heath (Wilts).—Erection of county 
secondary modern sch. at Bemerton Heath: *Holdo- 
way & Sons, Westbury, £100,010. 

Bishop Auckland.—Erection of infants’ school at 
Woodhouse-cl. for Durham CC. County A, G. R. 
Clayton, Court-la., Durham: *Bell & Ridley, Ltd., 
North-rd., Durham, £36,848. 

Carlisle.—Work commenced on_ construction of 
£46,000 crematorium for the City Council. City E, 
L. J. A. Stow, 18, Fisher-st., Carlisle: *John Laing 
& Sons, Dalston-rd., Carlisle. 

Chester.—22 houses and 6 flats, Upton, for RDC. 
A, T. C. R. Eaton, ARIBA: *A. Halliwell & Son 
(Chester), Ltd., The Mount, Long-la., Upton-by- 
Chester, £32,667. ; . ; 

Chesterfield.—Erection of private estate compris- 
ing 1,100 houses at Lydgate, Wingerworth: *John 
Adlington, Ltd., Clay Cross, Derbys. 

mberiand.—Erection of nurses’ houses for the 

Co sBuilding & Repairs, Ltd., Carlisle (one at Dals- 
ton and one at Crosby-on-Eden); *R. _ Reay, 
Penrith (one at Threlkeld); and *Border Engineering 
Contractors, Ltd., Whitehaven (one at Whitehaven). 

Cwmbran.—32 houses for UDC. Architect, B. G. 
Powell, MInstRA, AMICE: *Direct labour, Council 
Offices, Cwmbran, Mon, £43,398; *D. J. Cook, Ltd., 
Malpas, Newport, Mon, £47,180. 

Daventry.—20 houses at King Style-cl., Crick, and 
6 at Weedon for RDC: *Adkins & Cooper, Ltd.. 
Staverton, Daventry, £28,206 and £8,474. 

Durham.—72 houses at Witton Gilbert for the 
RDC. Architect, J. Willis, Byland Lodge, 
Durham: *Direct labour, £91,750. 

Durham.—Erection of new County Jun. Sch. at 
Framwellgate Moor for the CC. County A, G. R. 
Clayton, Court-la., Durham: *Bell and Ridley, Ltd., 
North-rd., Durham, £52,547. 

Durham.—Erection of school clinic at Durham 
City for the CC. County A, G. R. Clayton, Court- 
la., Durham: *H. F. Mole. Ltd., Chester-le-Street. 
£14,911. 

Eastbourne.—86 houses, Ockiynge estate, for 
CBC. Engineer, R. Williams, Esq., BSc, AMICE, 
Borough Engineer & Surveyor, 2/4, Saffrons-rd., 
Eastbourne. Quantities by Messrs. Martin & Martin, 
5, Hyde-gdns., Eastbourne: tRingmer Building Works, 
Ltd., Lewes, for both contracts, i.e., contract No. 1, 
44 houses, £61,370; contract No. 2, 42 houses, 
£57,283. 

Forfarshire.—54 houses at a Mains O’ Fintry 
housing site. Architect, J. Austen Bent (A), 15, 
Palmerston-p]., Westend, Edinburgh: *The Alliance 
Construction Co. (Scotland), Ltd., 7, Ware-rd., 
Dundee. 

Gateshead.—17 houses at Wrekenton for the TC. 
Boro’ E, G. F. Winters: *A. V. Clerey & Son, 
Frederick-st., Sunderland. 

Greenwith.—Erection of two blocks of flats each 
po storeys and each having 12 dwellings, for 


J. A. Proctor, Ltd. one gh ° Sa0, 008 
M. J. Deane & Co., Ltd... 55,437 
Walter Gladding & Co., Ltd. 53,384 
tGee, Walker & Slater, Ltd. .. 52,818 


Horden (Co. Durham).—Erection of special day 
school for the CC. County A, G. R. Clayton, Court- 
la., Durham: *M. D. Lilley & Son, Murton, £44,275 
(subject to approval of County Finance Com. 
and M of E). 


«islington.—New housing depot at Orleston-mews: 
E. H. Burgess, Ltd., £46,327. 


Islington.—Sites of 11-17 (odd), St. Paul’s-rd. 
Tenders for the construction of 16 dwellings:— 


Pitchers, Ltd... .- £40,327 
C. & F. Bryen, Ltd. .. 39,563 
Messrs. Ferris Bros. .. oe 39,104 
Grosvenor Construction Co., Ltd. 37,957 
,Rowley Bros., Ltd... cy, ot 5 oR 
W. H. Gaze & Sons, Ltd., 19-23, High-st., 
Kingston-on-Thames, Surrey : 36,533 


Ph extend the experiment adopted in regard to the 
a gley House Extension Scheme, which was aimed 
testing the conditions now prevailing in the build- 


THE BUILDER 


ing industry, the above-mentioned tenders have been 
obtained on a fixed price basis so far as materials 
are concerned, allowance being given only for 
increases in wages as a result of a national award. 

Lanarkshire.—78 houses at a Bishopbriggs develop- 
ment site: *George Wimpey & Co., Ltd., 2 
Hammersmith-gdns., WC, and 59, St. 
Glasgow. 

Leeds.—Construction of north block of extensions 
at the University: *Higgs & Hill, Ltd., Leeds. 

Liverpool.—Alterations to Princess Elizabeth Ward, 
Southport General Infirmary, for Reg. Hosp. Board: 
*T. Southworth & Sons, Ltd., 142, Virginia-st., 
Southport; Erection of 79 dwellings at Woolfall 
Heath Estate for TC: *Unit Construction Co., Ltd., 
Speke Boulevard, Liverpool, £170,981. 


27, 


Vincent-st., 


(London (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts 
over £1,000 in value:— 
Fifeshire: Construction of 4 small office blocks, 


Mr. James Colville, Dunfermline. Northern Ireland: 
Erection of 2 houses for officers, V. Loughrey, 
Esq., 31, Irish Green-st., Limavady. Hampshire: 
Erection of 144 houses for married ratings, John 
Hunt, Ltd., South Wharf, Cleveland-rd., Gosport. 
€London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to the value 
of £500 or over for the week ended June 11:— 
Building work: F. Parkinson, Ltd., Mowbray-drive, 
Blackpool, Lancs.; Fred Pickering (Builders), Ltd., 
Rookery-street, Wednesfield, Wolverhampton; George 
Blease & Co., Ltd., Henry-street, Sawmills Crewe, 
Cheshire; M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), Ltd., 816-822, 
Chesterfield-rd.. Sheffield, 8; F. Rendell & Sons, Ltd., 
Devizes, Wilts; James Laidlaw & Sons, Ltd., Clydes- 
dale Works, Dalmarnock Bridge, Rutherglen: J. 
Gerrard & Sons, Ltd., Swinton, Manchester; Wm. 
Harbrow, Ltd., 214, Rotherhithe New-rd.,, SEI16. 
Heating installation: Saunders & Taylor, Ltd., 51, 
Borough High-st., SE1l; E. L. Maiden, Ltd., 27, 
Fitzroy-sq., Wl. Artificers’ work: F. & D. Lucas, 
147, Castle-st., Salisbury, Wilts. Resurfacing of run- 
ways and roads: William Briggs & Sons, Ltd., East 
Camperdown-st., Dundee, Angus; The Western Trini- 
dad Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd., Asphalt House, St. 
Mary-st., Cardiff; Chittenden & Simmons, Ltd., 
Ditton-p!., Larkfield, Maidstone, Kent; Tarmac, 
Ltd., Ettingshall, Wolverhampton; Neuchatel Asphalte 
Co., Ltd., Northern-rd., Belfast; Crowley Russell & 
Co., Ltd., 16, Blythswood-square, Glasgow, C.2; 
O. J. Elliott & Co., Ltd., 339, Badmington-rd., Win- 
terbourne, Bristol. 
qLondon (MOW).—Contracts placed by 
of Works for week ended June 4:— 
Bedfordshire: MOS Storage Depot, Elstow, re- 
covering of felt roofs, Field & Palmer, Ltd., Station. 
rd., N22. Flintshire: M/H No. 3 Polish Hospital, 
Penley, adaptations to form living accommodation, 
Edward W. Gittings & Sons, Ltd., Foundry Buildings, 
Johnstown, Nr. Wrexham. Glamorganshire: IRO 
(Marine Terrace), TOB Llantrisant-rd., Llandaff, 
Cardiff, alterations and redecoratious to five existing 
spurs, Knox Wells (1935), Ltd., Bangor-st., Cardiff. 
Gloucestershire: NAB Polish Housing Estate,, Fair- 
ford, internal decorations and external treatment to 
huts, Clark & Fenn, Ltd., 16, Old Town, SW4. 
Hampshire: Telephone exchange, Bournemouth, re- 
placement of single storey block by a three storey, 
W. E. Chivers & Sons, Ltd., Devizes, Wilts; MEXE, 
hardstaining workshops, Hurn, erection of marine 
workshop, G. J. Furneaux, Ltd., 251, Barrack-rd., 
Christchurch, Hants. Lancashire: Post Office Garage 
and Workshop, Oriel-rd., Bootle, extensions and altera- 
tions, Fairclough & Foster (Bootle), Ltd., 4, Aintree- 
td., Bootle, Lancs. London: County Court, Maryle- 
bone, rehabilitation and planning of county court 
fittings, etc., Higgs & Hill. Ltd., Crown Works, Lawn- 
lane, South Lambeth-rd.. SW8; Royal Hospital, 
Chelsea, alterations to in-Pensioners’ cubicles, Wards 
5 and 6, west wing, Hampton & Sons, Ltd., 158, 
New Bond-st., Wl. Somersetshire: Culmhead, erec- 
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tion of radio station, Staverton Builders, Ltd., Totnes, 

Devon. Worcestershire: Stourport-on.Severn, Erec- 
tion of automatic telephone exchange, T. Vale & Sons, 
Ltd., Stourport-on-Severn, Worcester. Yorkshire: 
Post Office and T. Exchange, Finkle-st., Ripon, New 
Public Office (Omitted from previous return WE 
28.5.55), Walter G. Birch (Harrogate), Ltd., Mont- 
pelier-house, Harrogate. . 

{London (War Dept.)—Works contracts placed 
by War Department for week ended June 11:— 

Berkshire: re-roofing and painting, General In- 
dustrial Roofing and Construction Co., Ltd., Bi 
mingham. Devon: miscellaneous, W. Beer & Son, 
Bideford; miscellaneous, F. Burley & Sons, Tavistock. 
Durham: miscellaneous, Baxter Bros. (1920), Ltd., 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. Gloucestershire: miscellaneous, 
H. E. Green & Sons, Ltd, Bristol. Hampshire: mis- 
cellaneous, James Ball & Son, Ltd., Cowes; miscel- 
laneous, E. J. Logan (Putney), Ltd., London; mis- 
cellaneous, Woolford & Sons, Ltd.; Winchester. 
Kent: building work, H. Goodsell, Maidstone; build- 
ing work, C. Jenner & Son, Ltd., Folkestone; paint- 
ing and decorating, T. H. Kenyon & Sons, Ltd., 
London. Lancashire: roadwork, McGeoch & Sons, 
Ltd, Kirkby; building work, Walter Peak, Warring- 
ton. Leicestershire: building work, Henry J. Firman, 
Ltd., Peterborough. London: building work, 
Marshall Andrew & Co., Ltd., London. Middlesex: 
heating and ventilating, J. B. Jackson, and Partners, 
Ltd., London. Oxford, electrical installations, Cable 
Jointers, Ltd., London. Somerset: painting and 
decorating, W. T. Pickering & Sons, Ltd., Watford. 
Surrey: miscellaneous, F. Kirkham (Croydon), Ltd., 
Croydon. Warwickshire: roofing, Bitumen Industries 
(Contractors), Ltd., Slough. Wiltshire: miscellane- 
ous, A. J. Dunning & Sons (Weyhill), Ltd., Weyhill; 
building work, S. W. Foster, Ltd., Radstock; painting 
T. H. Kenyon & Sons, Ltd., London; roadwork, The 
Western Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd., Bristol. 
Yorkshire: roadwork, Walter G. Birch (Harrogate), 
Ltd., Harrogate. 

Longbenton (Northumberland)._-New premises for 
Longbenton & District Ex-Servicemen’s Institute, Ltd. 
Architects, Simpson & Lawson, Emersom-chmbrs., 
Blackett-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *Graham & Son, 
Ltd., Hillside, Killingworth, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Manchester.-—Conversion of premises at. Rusholme 
to form new television studio for BBC: *J. & J. 
Parish. Ltd., Burton-rd., Manchester 20. 

Middlesbrough.—Offices, showroom, garage and 
filling station in Acklam-rd. for Murray & Charleton, 
Ltd., motor engineers, etc. Architects, Stephenson, 
Gillis & Ptnrs., Saville-chmbrs., North-st., Newcastle- 


on-Tyne: *Marsh (Builders), Ltd., Bishopton-rd., 
Stockton-on-Tees. 

Middlesbrough.—St. Stephen's Church, in 
Woodlands-rd. Architect, J. =. Walton, 157, 
Southfield-rd., Middlesbrough: *C. J. Boyd, Ltd., 


Emmerson-st., Middlesbrough. 

Middlewich.—21 houses at Chadwick Fields Estate 
for UDC: *B. G. Gorst, Casitle-st.. Northwich, 
£28,700. 

Newburn (Northumberland).—88 houses on the 
Sugley Dene Estate for the UDC. Surveyor, J. A. 
Weatherley, Council Offices: *Direct labour, £115,280. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Factory, garage, stores and 
offices in St. Lawrence-rd., for Carter-Horseley 
(Engineers), Ltd., Jesmond-rd., Newcastle. lans by 


the firm’s own staff: *Direct labour. 

Northampton.—Erection of 3-storey block exten- 
sions at Northampton Grammar Sch. for EC: *Wm. 
E. Cockerill & Sons, Ltd.. 7. Milton-st., Nottingham. 
£42,872 


Northumberland.—Police Station, Hexham, for 
CC: *Middlemiss Bros., Ltd., Coquet-st., Stepney 
Bank, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 1. 

Nuneaton (Warwicks).—Alderman Smith  Sch., 
a *Alfred T. Lane, Ltd., Coventry, 
£196,237. 


Peterlee (Co. Durham).—Erection of prefabricated 
community centre at Eden Hill House for Peterlee 
Development Corporation, Shotton Hall, Castle 
Eden. *Medway Buildings, Ltd. 

Seisdon.—115 houses at Wombourn & Bullbrook 
for RDC: *W. Whittingham, Ltd., Ettingshall-rd., 
Wolverhampton. 

Sheffield.—TC to erect following licensed premises 
for leasing:—Duke-st., shopping centre for Bramp- 
ton Brewery Co., Ltd.; South-st. Nerth for Duncan 
Gilmour & Co., Ltd.; South-st., South for Hope & 
Anchor Breweries, Ltd.; Duke-st South for William 
Stones, Ltd. Erection of police section station and 
flat at Barnsley-rd. and Ribble-way for TC: *Direct 
labour. 

South Shields.—‘‘ White Horse ’’ Hotel, Quarry- 
la. for Duncan & Daglish, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 
Architects, Page, Son & Hill, 75, King-st.. South 
Shields: *George Henderson, Boldon-la., East Boldon, 
Co. Durham. 

Stoke Newington. — Lordship-rd./Grazebrook-rd. 
housing site. Erection of 16 dwellings on site of 
Lordship-gr. electricity depot, for MBC: tThomas & 
Edge, Ltd., 25, Green’s-end, SE18, £35,830. 

Stourbridge.—44 dwellings at Wollaston Farm 
Estate Section 2 for TC: *Nathan Hyde, 6, Clare- 
mont-rd., Sedgley, £64,370. 

Sunderland —Development of 57 acres of land 
known as Dene-la. Estate. Provision is made for 
over 800 houses. *Lane, Fox & Co., Ltd., High 
Barnes Works, Sunderland. 

Sunderland.—50 houses at Herrington for the RDC. 
Surveyor, C. Emmerson, 1, Esplanade, Sunderland: 
*Direct labour, £62,880. 

Wakefield.—Erection of additional classrooms at 
Heath View Sch. for EC: *W. G. Birch (Harrogate), 





Barden-rd., i 
91, Thornes-rd., Wakefield. 
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Harrogate; 


, Montpellier House, 
for TC: 


Eastmoor Estate, 


6 houses at 
*R. Crowe, 
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Washington (Co. Durham).—78 houses on the 
Coach-rd. Estate for the UDC. Plans by the Sur- 
veyor: *J. & T. Robson, Springwell, Gateshead, 
£96,433. 

Wokingham.—Erection of stage I of grammar 
sch. for boys at Winnersh for Berkshire County 
Council. Architects, Howard V. Lobb & Partners, 
F/ARIBA, AJIStructE, AMTPI, 20, Gower-st., WC1. 
Surveyors, C. E. Ball & Partners, Dilke "House, 
Malet-st., WC1: *J. M. Jones & Sons, Ltd., High- 
way Works, Maidenhead. 

Worcester.—30 houses, 
City E & S, Worcester: 
Castlecroft-la., Compton, 


NEW COMPANIES 


THE FOLLOWING NEW COMPANIES, registered 
in England, have been announced by Jordan 
and Sons, Ltd., company registration agents. 


Harold ebienhs & Sons (Builders), Ltd. (548045.) 
Regd. April 21, 1955. 1,200, Coventry-rd., Hay Mills, 
Birmingham. Bldr. and bldg. contractor. Nom. cap.: 
£20,000. Permt. dir.: H. Holdsworth. 

J. F. Woodhams, Ltd. (548016.) Regd. April 21, 
1955. The Glen, Manor-drive, Hartley, Kent. Bldrs. 
and contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: £100. Dir.: H. G. 


Riches. 
E. L. Kent & Son, Ltd. (548042.) Regd. April 21, 
1955. South Hangleton, Langbury-la., Ferring-by- 
Nom. cap.: £100 


Sea, Sussex. Engrs. and contractors. 
(548050.) Regd. 


Dir.: E. L. Birchall-Kent. 
Harry Bell (Contractors), Ltd. 
April 22, 1955. 13a, Coedpenmaen-rd., Pontypridd, 
Glam. Bldrs. and contractors, etc. Nom. cap.: 
£3,000. Permt. dir.: H. Bell. 
Downard & Williams, Ltd. (548061.) Regd. April 
22, 1955. 41, Wembury Park-rd., Peverell, Plymouth. 
Bldrs. and contractors. Nom. cap.: £1,000.  Dir.: 


R. E. Downard. 

T. Vickers, Ltd. (548101.) Regd. April 22, 1955. 
Road contractors, civil engineering contractors, etc. 
Nom. cap.: £1,000. Dir.: T. Vickers, 25, Hookfield, 


Epsom, Surrey. 


Warndon site,.for City C. 
*Five Oaks Estates, Ltd., 
Wolverhampton, £41,153. 


PRIVATE BUILDERS’ ESTATE 


Wrexham Borough Council has reserved 
an estate for private building development 
in the belief that many people in the town 
who want a house of their own are dis- 
couraged from building one because of the 
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difficulty of finding suitable sites. The site 
has been divided into plots for sale at prices 
including all essential services, such as roads 
and drainage. 


TUNNEL UNDER LONDON 


A tunnel 20 miles long and 9 ft. in dia- 
meter is being driven some 100 ft. below 
London, and will carry 70 million gallons 
of untreated water a day from the Thames 
at Hampton to storage reservoirs at Ching- 
ford. The tunnel has been begun at Stoke 
Newington, and although such a tunnel 
would normally have a steel inner lining, the 
fact that it will run through London clay 
permits a lining of concrete segments only, 
The’ omission of a steel lining will halve 
the approximate cost. 
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